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{Quesation] Why did you leave Cuba’ 


(|Anewer) Because it is impossible to live there. I used to work 10 hours 
daily and earn 50 cents a day. With 50 cents you can barely buy a pack of 
cigarettes, so my family and | were dying of hunger. 


[Question] Where did you work? , 


([Anewer] In housing, in a condominium, The government wants to solve the 
housing shortage problem by making the people work like beasts, by exploiting 
them and lying to them. Making them sweat, man. 


While we talked some others approached out of curiosity and wanted to talk 
with us. We addressed one of them: 


[Question] What ie your name? 
[Answer] Luis Migueles Alvarez. 


He is 31 years old. He was a math student in Cuba and worked as a technician 
in nuclear medicine. We are ready to listen to him. 


"lt is the youths that suffer the most under the Castro government," he said. 
“IL, who am a revolutionary, can say that my country's youth is against Castro 
because Castro has literally handed over our country to the Soviets. The 
Soviets are the ones who order, control and govern in Cuba. 


"I do not like Castro because he is a traitor. When the revolution succeeded 
and toppled the tyrant Batista, I was 10 years old. I grew up as a revolu- 
tionary. I taught people to read. I climbed the mountains to teach the 
farmers to read and, after all the sacrifices, I became convinced that the 
Cubans are working for the Soviet Union. I became disgusted because I am 

a revolutionary, but I am not a communist. 


"For expressing my disagreement with the government, I was accused of sub- 
versive activities and was jailed in La Cabana. After that, life was even 
more difficult for me and my family. Soon I realized that a Cuban who does 
not agree with the government is worth less than a dog." 


[Question] Did you meet Huber Matos? 


[Answer] Our interlocutor's eyes filled with tears. Emotion rendered him 
speechless. Finally, with difficulty, he said: 


"Huber Matos is the leader of the Cuban people. He sustained his people's 
dignity in prison. He is our hope. There is much talk about him. We all 
want to be on his side to topple the tyrant." 


[Question] When you left Cuba they called you lazy and scum. Why? 


Ne 














[Anewer| We are not lazy or scum, We are the majority. We are the dissidents, 
those who have dignity, those who love our country and not the Soviet Union. 


(Question) Tell us, how could Fidel succeed in gathering 1 million persone 
during the demonstration in Havana on 19 April? 


(\Anewer] When Fidel speaks, all the state machine gete involved. There is 
extra pay for the workers and the farmers and everybody is checked on to make 
sure that they attend the demo:.stration. I know because I too was compelled 
to go. On the 19th, to give you an idea, my mother and my sisters were in 
the demonstration too, carrying signe and shouting against us. But everybody 
must know that they could not do otherwise. If 85 percent of those people 


had the opportunity, they would ente™ an embassy and leave the country. 


Fidel no longer has a people. He has henchmen and his henchmen make sure 
that the people are afraid. The more fear there is, the better for them 
because it is easier for them to lie to Fidel himself, 


[yuestion] Are the people doing something to express their dissatisfaction? 


\Answer| Of course, man. Clandestine organizations of youths have set fire 
to movies, theaters and places of public assembly. In addition, small posters 
are distributed and pasted up every day. These posters say: ‘Down with the 
tyrant, long live Cuba’ and things of that sort. There is great unrest. 

There is an open strugg.: that the government hides and it is the youths who 
are at the vanguard of tnis fight. That is how I know that soon the bloodiest 
battles in history will take place in Cuba. There will be rivers of blood. 


Norberto Melendez, another young bricklayer, approaches us to tell us about 
his participation in sabotage activities and in putting up posters. His 
words are quite similar to what we have just heard, 


Esteban Sosa, a 30-year-old carpenter and bricklayer, was in jail last 
Saturday. He approached us along with Roberto Cabrera Poy, a 26-year-old 
shoemaker who sports the title of the most beaten refugee because he was 


kicked, beaten and insulted when he took the plane to leave Cuba. 

Later we talked with Pascual Cardontey Carrera, an 18-year-old sheet metal 
worker. He was imprisoned for 6 months when he was 16 years old for shouting 
“Down with Fidel." He was held at £1] Combinado. 


We noted that as far as we could see, all of those who were there were work- 
men. That is the group said to be represented by the Cuban Government. 


Francisco Saavedra, a 30-year-old baker, said that things are very bitter in 
Cuba. 


[Question] Even Leing a baker? 











[Anawer) Even being a baker. I was persecuted for putting up posters in the 
atreets. I have two sons and I did not want to leave them but I had to because 
[ coulda not stand it any longer, They threatened me telling me I would never 
see my children again. 


[Question] Were you a revolutionary? 


[Answer] I am a revolutionary, but I am not a communist. I believe the group 
of 75 who are in Miami are a group of traitors but, whatever they are, for all 
the Cuban people the residents in Miami were a yardstick against which we could 
measure our own misfortune. While they were enjoying freedom and welfare, 

we were rounded up as slaves to work for the government for a misereble wage 
and we suffered a shortage of the essentials, let alone the luxuries, 








[Question] Don't you think that when you were allowed to go several Castro 
policemen were infiltrated? 


. sewer) There could have been infiltrators, but we know each other and 

those that we identified, we kicked and stoned out of the embassy. The truth 
is that all the Cuban people are tired of Fidel and disheartened. if there 
were the least opportunity, they would ali leave Cuba. In addition there are 
a lot of people’ fighting against the tyrant, and for that reason one of these 
days something is going to happen in Cuba and it is possible that the greatest 
massacre will take place there, in Havana. 


[30 Apr 80, p 8] 


[Text] Humberto Carballo, who is 32 years old, is temporarily living in the 
former presidential mansion in San Jose, Costa Rica, while his relatives, 
who are living in Miami, make the arrangements to have him join them. 


While we talked with his fellow exiles or refugees, he kept coming closer 
to take part in the conservation. When it was his turn, he said: 


"Tl wanted to be a physician, but the university officials of the police system 
that Fidel Castro has established in Cuba did not let me and I had to be 
thankful that I was assigned the career of chemical analyst, were, in time, 

I would have been able to earn a degree in biochemistry. But I could not 
graduate because they caught me and sent me to prison." 


[Question] Why? 


[Answer] It might seem incredible to you because Costa Rica is a free country, 
but in Cuba the authorities have enacted a law of common danger that is en- 
forced at their whim and fancy. Each Cuban receives a card to be able to 

move freely, but if the officials need people to cut sugar cane or need laborers 
for public works, or if someone commits the folly of being out on the streets 
after 2100 hours, they ask you for the card, break it and arrest you under 

this law. 











Li mothing can be proved against you, they can keep you for 30 days in prison, 
and you are allowed to leave if you pay $1.00 for each day, but if you do not 
have the money, as happens in the majority of cases, they send you to work 

tor 30 days to serve your sentence, 


lt is a flagrant abuse, but it te the vay in which the dictatorahip harasses 
the youths that ‘have noc [etc] sold their soul to the devil.' 


\Question}] What do you know about a plot against Fidel Castro in which his 
brother Raul seems to have been involved? What is heard in Cuba about that 
subject’ 


Answer] Usually, the big problems of the political leadership of the govern- 
ment and the party do not leak out to the public, However, at one time Fidel 
Castro suddenly replaced the minister of the interior, Sergio del Valle, with 
the ‘red hyena,’ Ramiro Valdez, who hours later arrested 8,000 persdéns and 
fllied the jails with people. town by town, street by street, house by 

house, the police in an unprecedented display of force, arrested those who 
had records as being ‘dangerous’ or who had tried before or simply those who 


were known not to support the government ministers were fired as well 
as less important assistants and Raul we aken out of the Ministry of Defense, 
which Fidel took over, and was given the mk of division general. Since then, 
he has been a decorative figure and neve: 1s in public. 


.Question) What happened to the prisoners’ 


[Answer] They were given sentences of 1 to 4 years. 


(Question! Do you believe there is much unrest in Cuba? 


[Answer} Of course! There is enormous unrest. When the people can, they 
repeat the refrain that says: ‘Better Batista with blood than Fidel with 
hunger. ' 


[Question] How many positions is Fidel holding? 


[Answer] Well, besides being president and first secretary of the communist 


party, he is minister of defense and minister of culture and who knows what 
else; as many as his megalomania permits. 


We also talked with Adolfo Duran Gonzalez, a 39-year-old personnel assistant. 
They all say the same thing about the ominous future of the Cuban people under 
the iron communist dictatorship. Political prisoners abound and, almost 
without exception, those who conspire and fight against the communist regime 
have been persecuted. They all expressed their hopes that there will be an 

end to the tragic nightmare that has been the fate of the Pearl of the Antilles 


which, as Duran Gonzalez said, ‘only exchanged a fascist dictator for a 
communist one.’ 


On leaving the bedroom where we had talked with the Cuban refugees for more 
than an hour, a young man approached us. He called us away and asked for our 
discretion. His attitude was strange since everybody was talking noisily and 


fearless] 








"I will not give you my name or any personal information because | have ay wife 
and children in Cuba and I know that Fidel Castro's regime is so cowardly that 
it might take reprisale against them. But | want to tell you something: 

Cuba hae sent 6,000 well-armed soldiers to an uninhabited spot on the north 
coast of Nicaragua in order to set up camp there and fight against the 
Nicaraguans if, for example, a counterrevolutionary movement arises," 


[Question] And how do you know that? 


|Anewer) 1 have a nephew in the military contingent and my relatives told me 
he was in Nicaragua. The operation that was carried out to send those 
soldiers to Nicaragua is very similar to the one they used to send Cuban 
soldiers to A’rica to help the communists obtain Mosambique's independence. 


9M) 
cso: 910 











INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


ARGENTINE, BRAZILIAN POREIGN MINISTERS ON REGIONAL ALLIANCES 
Argentine Foreign Minieter Interview 
Sun Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 3 May 80 p 5 


[interview with Argentine Foreign Minieter Carlos Weehington Pestor by 
Mercoe Wileon: “Pastor Proposes Alilence Ageinet Merxien"] 


(Text) Here te the text ef the interview granted by Poreign Miniater 
Carlos Pesetor. 


[Question|] What te the political end diplometic significence of the visit 
by President Joao Figueiredo to Buenos Altres? 


|Anewer| I think it Le obvious for ve to etress the greet importance of 
thet visit since it represents not only « fundamental chenge in our rel- 
ations, if we have the intelligence end perseverance to strengthen then, 
but aleo conetitutes @ total modificetion for the rest of the century 

anc for the future, @ modification in American geopolitics, with reper- 
cussions and influence upon world pelicy. Two big united countries, such 
as Argentine and Brazil, have become 4 big regional power and there is no 
doubt that this is happening within the political as-ect and that thie is 
demonstreted by che great affection with which we look forward to receiving 
President Figueiredo. 


(Question) Up to what point ise the Argentine-Bregilien convergence an 
accidental development of 4 strategy figured out some time ago as well as 
@ naturel consequence of the evolution of reletions between these two 
countries? 


[Anewer| | am going to telk about my experience as foreign minister which 
is not very long. During my first conversetions with former Foreign 
Minister Ageredo de Silveira, @ new approach came up: treditionally, 
diplomatic policy between Brezil enc Argentine was centered eround disegree- 
ments end not sround agreements. At thet time I told Foreign Minister 
Stivetra that our relations should be totelly different, cesting aside any 
disagreements and controversial points because thet was the only way we 
could emberk upon « truly fruitful road. When I hed the pleessure of meeting 











the new foreign minister, at the time President Figueiredo was inaugurated, 
I once again talked about thie tesue and the immediate consequence wae 

the resumption of the work of the Mixed Economic Commission which hed not 
met for 6 or 7 years. I do not want to make myself out tu be the author 
of a Whietorical change but I do think that our frank coawersation wae 
backed up by the political fects of life in the region which demanded a 
new political-diplomatic approach. 


You noted that Soviet expansion in Afgheniaten represented 4 new step in 
the threat to the Western World. Thies problem--which, in other times, 
seemed to us to be rather far eway--today is practically at our doorstep 
due to the political shrinkage of geographic apace. 


If Brasil and Argentina--countries which heave « vest territory, with all 
kinds of weather, countries which can produce « large volume and variety 
of producte--if they unite, then we ere able to tackle the two major 
probleme tecing the world: energy end food. Argentine end Bresil, to- 
gether, can become # kind of supermarket of the world, # world where 7 
million people die of hunger. I believe thet our imagination, no matter 
how fertile it may be, ie not sufficient to spell out the possibilities 
presented by the union of our two countries. 


If to thie potential we add sufficient generosi:y in projecting ourselves 
towerd countries with less resources, with the objective of strengthening 
them, in addition to following through on one of the great humaniterien 
principles, we would also be preserving our security in strengthening the 
countries thet ere on our side. That is our position. I talked about 
thet to the Brezilien suthorities end we arrived at the conclusion that 
this orientetion must inepire our reletions. 


[Question] The great impetus towerd Marxist transformations comes from 
economic factors. Full convergence between Brezil and Argentine could 
prevent the repetition of events such es those in Nicerague or those now 
going on in El Seivedor. Is this the spirit of convergence? 


[Anewer] Yes, indeed, thie ie the spirit. I am not unaware thet there 

ere email groups in our countries thet ere in favor of entagoniem. But 

the majority of the people who think ere in agreement with this approach 
because we heave « predominant role which we must pley in South Americe. 
When we grow strong, we can prevent the lack of stebility in Centrel 
America from reaching ue. We can be the brake, besed on @ full convergence, 
on strong union, in order to achieve security and to bring prosperity to 
other countries with less resources, by consolideting and strengthening 
then. 


[Question] Specifically, how should Breziliens view the proposel for 
economic integration between the two countries? 
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[Question] How does the Argentine foreign office view the denunciations 
made in the press concerning excessive Sraesilian intluence in the Province 


ot Misiones? 


[Anewer| Theat ts @ historical tesue, This te @ diaputed sone end I 
underatend the denunciations elchough I do not shere their dramatic eapect. 
It te my underetending thet they ere inaepired by old idees of riveiry 

which will be abandoned by virtue of the new interpretation of our reletions. 


[Question] Are there some other pointe of contiict between the two 
countries? 


[Anewer) No. I believe thet there is no other point. I am very satisfied, 
and very content thet there ere no further points of conflict. 


[Question] How does the Argentin» foreign office view the Brasilien demand 
for # sector in the Antarctic? 


{[Anewer] It is ditficult to find # country which, in epolying «4 theory 

or advancing 4 justification, would not try to optein rights to the 
Anterctic, Sut that specific topic was not teken up in our conversation-- 
not because we want to overlook it but naturally because it did not come up. 


[Question] We believe thet the Argentine experience can be useful tor 
President Joao Figueiredo by showing thet it ie possible to maintein good 
reletions with the Soviet Union end Cubs on en economic, commercial, and 
technicel level, without chie reletionship representing # political com- 
promise. How ie this possible? 


[Anewer) Your question is very interesting and there is no delicats 
sepect to it. There ere Argentine sectors which, because of leck of 
knowledge, ere using this situetion in order to express criticiem so thet 
your question gives me en opportunity to present my ergumentse. A few 
weeks ego, we signed « fishing egreement with the Soviet Union. Why with 
the Soviet Union? Seceuse we hed esrlier offered such an agreement to 
West Germeny end other countries ot the West which expressed their complete 
leck of interest in this. Argentine however needs highly valuable maritime 
species, such as krill (@# kind of shrimp) and we must heve « new technology 
which we do not heve. So we signed an accord with the Soviet Union end we 
were criticized. On the other hend, the United Stetes hes @ big agreement 
with the USSR on fishing worth millions upon millions of dollars. 


These disagreements emong the superpowers, which in the meantime do not 
interfere with their business desle, can be @ farce if their ultimate 
purpose were to prevent the smeller suppliers from selling their products. 
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Andean Group, in the South, 


Getting back to the essence of our conversation, ‘n other words, let us 
get beck to the reason why it te so important for ve to have @ totel 
alliance with Bragil; the moment might come when they can no longer be 
stopped unless Sraeil and Argentine unite, 


[Question] How could Sregil end Argentine eet more effectively in order 
to guarentee security in che South Atlentic? 


[Anewer|] To begin with, one of the most importent things in these con- 
vereetions, which we will heave during the trip of President Figueiredo, 
ie to eateblieh « reel aystem of consultetions, ⸗e syatem which will not 
juet be an ethereal end fluid thing. For me, «# consultation system must 
be something totally real end effective. It should be, I would sey, some- 
thing in the neture of promoting @ conversation among us each end every 
day a8 to whet te happening end wheat we ere thinking. Theat is the only 
way to consolidate our relations. 


Ae ter as the South Atlantic te concerned, obviously, the two countries 
face toward the Atlantic and the countries that cen effectively watch 

over its security ere Argentine and Brezil. But at thie point « third 
factor entere che picture: thet third fector is South Africae which is also 
an important pert in this system. Thet country happens to be severely 
castigated now by the United Nations. We told the United States earlier 
theac it ought to change its treatment of South Africae, that it ought to 
exert pressure so thet South Africa can become a full member, not on the 
besis of an agreement, because thet could cause resistence. 


If we realize thet che Suez Canal could be closed during « very critical 
situation end thet the Panama Canal cen aleo be closed, with everything 
thet is happening in Central America, then the only way to get from the 
Eest to the West and viceverse would be the South Aclentic. 


[Question] Ise there any interest among the Argentine Armed Forces in 
procuring some types of Brezilien weapons, sterting with e progrem of 
arms production, or perticipating in same kind of South Atlantic petrol? 


[Anewer] I am not going to reply to this question concretely because I am 
not deeply grounded in this matter. Whet I cen tell you, with every cer- 
teinty, ie thet thie is within the spirit of this convergence between 
Argentina and Srezil. 


Now, whet you ere esking regerding ⸗e mutuel production progrem is completely 
within the spirit of convergence. I will go even further. This is en 
Obligetion. And it is much more: I believe thet it would be very smert 

if, instead of us purchesing these items from the countries of Western 














Europe, which very often remember ue only when it comes to signing a 
business deal--something which is very ead--if we could heave our own 
technology to build our own equipment. 


But I do not know whether thie hae been telked about on the military level. 
Whet I cen sey ia that there is no doubt thee chia te our etate of mind. 


(Question) Would it be possible to eign «a pact, in the South Atlentic, 
equivalent to the one thet exists for the defense of the North Atlantic’ 


[Anewer) I think that thie ie @# matter which hee elwaya been handled with 
very much tact, with very much caution. However, in view of what ts heppen- 
ing in the world, it is necessary to contemplate thie idea more seriously. 

We cannot allow ourselves to slip into the kind of weakness into which, for 
exemple, the countries of NATO, the counterles of Weatern Europe and other 
countries elipped into, countries which are allied but which ere not doing 
anything effective to slow Soviet expansion down. This is why I say thet 
there hes to be @ reel alliance emong us, on ellience for ell purposes, 

not juet for economic and political purposes, but eleo for military purposes. 


The moment may come when we can no longer stop everything thet is heppening, 
in the penetration of Southeast Asia, in Africa, in Cube and then there 

will be 20 or 30 pointe simultaneously which we will not be eble to cover 

if we do not do something more etfective. 


(Question| In summary, is the current Argentine-Bregil convergence being 
builc within the framework of security or within the necessity for seif- 
defense? Beceuse the other framework, which would require this convergence, 
would be the need for prosperity. ‘%u* the need for prosperity, although 
admitted by bot! countries, can never manage to gelvanize this convergence. 


[Anewer| Whec I am telling you is wy philosophy and I believe that it is 
whet inspires che whole thing. When | telked to the Brazilian Foreign 
Minister, I wes not talking atrictly in those terms. Whet I do not want 
ie ‘sec doubts might arise precisely et this point in our mutuel approach. 


[Question] Well, then there is no doubt es to the type of relationship 
with the countries of the socialiiet »loc: it is necessary to slow their 
expansionism down. But whet type of relationship will Argentine and Brezil 
have to heve with the industrielized countries of the West? What to do in 
order to make our viewpoints preveil with respect to the nuciesr progrem? 


[Anewer|) The industrialized countries have become accustomed to @ situetion 
where our countries import technology, iuport perts and components, as well 

es financiel resources. Those countries supplied our countries with everything 
but this presupposed thet they ad mwone'rry discipline, low-cost energy, end 





free trade, Hut this monetary discipline no longer exiate, to the point 
where they have seriove inflation, 


So, in view of the rise in unemployment and the increase in inflation, 
they ere going beckwerd. This means that we must overcome this situation 


which te bad for us. 


[Question] Will the approach between Argentina and Brazil have to exert 
@ etrong influence on Latin American diplomacy and will it have reper- 
cussions even in other countries? How can Brazil and Argentina act 
together in relation to the countries ot the Andean Pact? 


[Anewer) Thie ie a difficult question because this is not an event which 
will produce instent consequences. On the other hend, this confluence 
does not mean thet the two countries are going to lose their individuality 
and they #re going to continue to work seperately on things which interest 
them. What ie necessary is for both countries to move together so thet 
they may derive more mutual benefits. 


This union naturally will have strong repercussions in Latin America and 
therefore also in the countries of the Andean Group. But this will also 
heve repercussions throughout America and probably also in Africae. This 
will be happening through conversetions, through @ system of multiple 
consultations. 


Brazilian Minister's Views 


Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 5 May 80 p 6 


[Text] Buenos Aires (o GLOBO)--Brazilian Foreign Relations Minister 
Saraiva Guerreiro, in an interview published by the Argentine newspaper 
EL CLARIN, said yesterday that the Brazilian Government does not sup- 
port the creation of regional or subregional alliances for the defense 


of South America. 


Guerreiro's stetements contredict those of Argentine Foreign Minister 
Cerlos Pastor who, in an interview given to # Bregzilien newspaper, hed 
suggested thet Brezil and Argentine should form a “solid bloc" in order to 
prevent the "Latin Americen countries from slipping into the orbit of the 
socialist nations, creating Merxist end left-wing redicel governments." 


The Bregilien Foreign Minister then emphasized thet the visit by President 
Joao Figueiredo to Buenos Aires ie "se perfectly naturel diplometic move 
beceuse reletions between Brezil end Argentina ere close, varied, and 
frank." He however recalled thet Brezilien foreign policy “hes en oper- 
etionel dimension which essigns priority to the in-depth development of 
reletions with #11 Latin Americen neighbors." 
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Concerning the agreements to be signed between presidents Joao Figueiredo 
and Rafeel Videlea, Guerreiro said that "they will always be in keeping 
with the interests of each country and che sense of balance in each 
specific operation." 


"But the visit," Guerreiro stressed, “can be analysed from various view- 
points, including ite Latin American dimension. It is part of an 

extremely important movement, # kind of continental ‘introspection,’ 

within which we, Latin Americans, seek to strengthen the ways of integretion 
and unity in «a free and autonomous fashion. 


Ae for the statements by Carlos Pastor, concerning the formation of regional 
blocs, the Argentine embassy in Bresilie made it clear that the Foreign 
Minister “at no cime advocated an ideological content for the consultation 
mechaniam which hes been proposed for establishment between Brazil and 
Argentina." 


Foreign Minister Sereiva Cuerreiro in turn asserted that "the fundamental 
thing is to understand thet the crises which are being experienced by 
some countries in this region are system-related and are intimately tied 
to the economic process and the political structures of those countries; 
thet does not permit us to make any generalizations, especially when ways 
and solutions to these crises are being discussed." 


According to Guerreiro, it is necessary "to preserve the intention of non- 
intervention, not to impose any seclutions, nor to expect that they would 
come up immediately but rather in medium-range or long-range terms." 


5058 
cso: 2001 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


GUATEMALAN REACTION TO FORMATION OF ANTI-SANDINIST FRONT 
FRN Could Create Problems 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 26 Apr 80 p 2 


[text ] "I respect the right of peoples to self-determination and believe 
t is the people themselves who must finally decide their own destiny. We 
must therefore not become involved in their internal problems." 


That statement was made by Deputy Manuel Polanco Ramirez, president of the 
Congress of the Republic, during a press conference held in his office, 
when he was asked his opinion on the founding of the FRN [Nicaraguan Revo- 
lutionary Front ]. 


"The founding of that committee," he said, “involves a situation that 
is up to the government, which handles foreign policy, to analyze. As a 
Guatemalan, I would like more information on the committee's intentions. 


"The executive,” he continued, “must clarify its position with regard to 

this matter, involving as it does possible implications for our country, 

which respects the self-determination of peoples and does not want to get 
involved in acts against other countries." 


Emphasizing his lack of information, he said: “That meeting could have 
been merely a convivial social one. If it was not, the executive will 
have to state its position, in the sense that we will not facilitate 
intervention in the problems of others. 


"It is not the government's policy to lend support in these sitvations," 
he continued. “We are interested in knowing the position of the execu- 
tive. 


“Personally,” he reiterated, "I consider that we must respect the right 
of peoples to decide their own destinies, and that we must not get in- 
volved in their internal problems. Otherwise, we could not demand the 
same treatment for Guatemala. 


"Our country has remained respectful of the self-determination of peoples.” 
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LIBRE in Spa: pr 80 pp 2, 88 
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Articles of Association 


Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 28 Apr 80 p 2 


press) Nicaraguan exiles Dr Francisce Urcuyo Maleano, lawyer Jairo Moncada 
Machado, Dr Roberto Sacasa Zamora and lawyer Nemen Yassa Nader sent a 
letter yesterday to the Guatemalan minister of government and interior 
informing him of the creation of a committee of exiles. 


They indicate that the committee was founded with the idea and purpose of 
aiding and providing moral support and social and legal assistance to 
thousands of Nicaraguan exiles and refugees throughout Central America who 
are without an organization to orient and represent them before the various 
authorities with whom they are involved. 


The letter states that their goals are not political, and, as additional 
proof of their loyalty to the government of Guatemala and other Central 
American governments, includes a copy of the articles of association. The 
text of these articles is as follows: 


The signers of this document, cognizant of the situation that exists among 
thousands of Nicaraguan exiles residing in Central America, agree as 
follows: 


l. To create, organize and work within the body that beginning this date 
is called the "Committee of Nicaraguan Exiles in Central America” to a) 
counsel, provide social aid to, coordinate, orient and facilitate the 
necessities of life to our conationals in misfortune; b) solicit the aid 
of international bodies to legalize their status, assist them with medi- 
cines, food and clothing in accordance with the capabilities of this com- 
mittee, 


2. To this end, the following governing body is constituted: president, 
genera’ coordinator, coordinator of finances, coordinator of social aid, 
coordinator of public and international relations; coordinator of foreign 
relations, 


3. The governing body of this committee may: buy, sell, receive, accept, 
donate any article, property or inteinational aid for which each of its 
secretariats shall be responsible. 


4. The committee shall be empowered to designate delegates in different 
cities or urban centers where Nicaraguan exiles reside or sojourn; these 
delegates shall report by appropriate means to the central committee every 
15 days on their activities and on the actual circumstances in which our 
conationals find themselves, and shall be required to attend regular 
monthly meetings and any special meetings the committee shall convene. 

The committee shall be empowered to appoint legal, economic, medical and 
any other type of advisers. 


18 











5. The president shall exercise the central executive functions of this 
committee and will work together with ite# coordinators. The general 
coordinator shall assume the responsi! ties of the president in the 
latter's absence, and shall be respo Le tor maintaining contact with 
the delegates throughout Central Amer: 


6. The coordinator of finances shall oe responsible for reporting on the 
laily, weekly and monthly account: ‘Lar meetings, Signing together 
with the president all Dank account 8 and closings of account 
nd ill] other documents relating ncial situation of this 
omni t tee 

The coordinator of social aid snail responsidle for receiving, pro- 
essing, delivering, donating, acceptin, and coordinating everything 
relatina to socia 11d including ‘ nes. sLothing and food, 

8. The coordinater of public and i: ational relations shall have the 
llowing funct i$: prepare and organize campaigns to mobilize, promote 
and acce; iSsistance On an international level, channeling such assistance 
through legal instrumentalities anc ceiving it for the central committee 
t iiquarter in Guatemaia ‘ rn appoint deputy coordinators 

rm the same functions in | iti where this iS warranted. 


). The committee shall be made up of the following members: Dr Francisco 
cuy Mei) an , pr es | gent; Ur 1 yy ; i. AS mova, general coordinator ; 


4iro Moncada Machado, coordinat nances; Dr Roberto Osvaldo Jose 


jacasa Zamora, coordinator of social aid; wwyer Nemen Yasa Nader 
Rodriguez, coordinator of public nd international relations. 
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RECENT RAPLD GROWTH LN LATIN AMERICAN-USSR TRADE NOTED 


ECLA Study 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 5 May 80 p 14 
[Report by Moscow correspondent Noenio Spinola) 


[Text] The economic relations of the Soviet Union with Latin American 
countries increased rapidly during the last two decades, according to a 
study prepared by the Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLA) in 
agreement with the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and 
other U.S. agencies. The study, which was completed in November 1979, 
says that between 1960 and 1976 Soviet trade with the countries in the 
area increased 12 times. Between 1971 and 1976, the Soviet Union supplied 
29 percent of the imports of machinery and equipment by Latin America. 


The ECLA study, which is signed by consultant Romuald Tomberg, says that 
the process of detente in international relations is of great importance 
for cooperation between countries with different social systems and points 
out what it considers some of the basic reasons for the isolation of the 
Latin Americans with reference to the socialist bloc. 


At the time the study was prepared, detente still prevailed in inter ational 
relations and for that reason, the author cited the rapid increase of ex- 
changes between the USSR and the United States, in addition to European 
countries and Japan. The Europeans have not made any appreciable shift 

in trade with the USSR but the U.S. administration continues to insist on 
cutting or reducing agreements and transactions with the Soviets. 


Romuald Tomber observed that the USSR is attaching increasing importance 
to ite foreign trade with all countries and not only with the socialist 
area, but in the Latin American case, despite maintaining the principle 
of noninterference in internal affairs, it has been encountering the 
“serious resistance of foreign monopolies.” 


Following are the Latin American countries that have most developed economic 
and trade relations with the Soviet Union, sccording to the figures taken 
from the ECLA study: 
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1977 another agreement was concluded for the sixth hydroelectric group of 
thie power etation, valued at $12 million, Energomashexport actually entered 
inte an agreement with a Bragilian group to supply equipment for the Porto — 
Primavera (hydroelectric) project. With the (Bragilian) Verco company, 

they atudied the posaibility of supplying high-voltage electric tranamiasion 
lines for Italpu., The report saya that trade between the two countries has 
increased but not technical and economic cooperation. Thus, for example, 

4 project for a shale gas plant with a production of 1 million cubic meters 
per day was analyzed in 1965 during the visit of the then Minister Roberto 
Campos to Moscow but it was pigeon-holed deapite the enormous Brazilian 
demand for petrochemicals. In September 1969, Neftachimpromexport and 
another Soviet company actually signed an agreement with the Brazilian 
Kituminous Rock Company for the shale pilot plant but since the agreement 

was registered by the Brazilian side, the Soviets released themselves from 
the contract some time later. 


Colombia: Colombian import trade between 1959 and 1977 increased from $2 
Million to $10 million. But Soviet exports to that country have been 
insignificant ($1.5 million in 1977), 


Mexico: President Jose Lopez Portillo visited Moscow in May 1978 and there 
was an exchange of opinion about the aspects of economic cooperation between 
the chairman of the State Committee for Foreign Economic Relations (GKES), 
S.A. Skachkov and the secretary of national patrimony and industrial develop- 
ment of Mexico. The two countries base their exchange on an agreement on 
scientific-technical cooperation signed in Moscow in October 1975. The 
Mexicans plan to develop trade in the fields of energy, high-tension 

electric power lines, nonferrous metallurgy, aluminum oxide, the coal 
industry, oil, machinery and fishing. 


Peru: In 1977 the Soviet Union imported goods valued at $27 million from 
Peru and exported $34 million. Political factors, however, caused the 
exchange between the two countries to increase. In the last 2 years, 
various important measures were taken to speed up trade between the two 
countries. 


The principal Soviet-Peruvian cooperation project is the Olmos hydro- 
electric and irrigation complex. This project consists of bringing the 
watere from the rivers of the watershed of the Atlantic and the Andes to 
the Pacific coast where they will serve to irrigate 120,000 hectares of 
fertile land and to generate electric power through the construction of 
power stations with a cotal power of 520,000 kilowatts with an annual pro- 
duction of ”.2 million kilowatts of electric power. The most complex pro- 
ject is the trans-Andean tunnel, which will be 20 kilometers long, 4.5 
meters in diameter and carry 3% cubic meters of water per second. The 
first stage includes work on the Hancabamba River. The studies began in 
1975 and in 1978 the first part of the definitive technical and economic 
feasibility study of the electric and irrigation project (it is estimated 
that some 300,000 people will be benefited) was completed. According to 
the 14 June 1972 protocol, the work of evaluating the hydroelectric potential 
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same way. lt took advantage aleo of the alternative represented by the 
Soviets when the United States threatened to suspend the supply of enriched 
uranium for the radioisotope area, At firet, Argentina thought that the 
Soviet Union, which has a policy practically identical to that of the 
United States in that area, would say no; but the Rusaiana said yea, 


The Limite 


However, Brazil will not go beyond those limite in the short term. The 
Brazilian military, whose influence continues to predominate in matters 
of that type, analyze the Soviet Union as an expansionist superpower which 
seeke to carry to every part of the world a political system that is 
completely contradictory to the Western and Christian principles which 

the brazilian Armed Forces defend. They concur that opportunities that 
are offered to Brazil with reference to the Soviet Union and the whole 
socialist camp should not be lost. But that must always be done with 
extreme caution, with much distrust. 


That is why Moscow has not yet managed to sell Brazil the idea of a 
technical cooperation agreement which it has insistently pressed for in 
recent years. The subject was put on the table again by the Soviets at 

the meeting of the joint commission held last year. But the Brazilian 
Government keeps it strictly in the phase of discussion. And the Brazilian 
security agencies are concerned about the exchange of technicians required, 
for examle, by the sale of Soviet equipment for the Brazilian hydroelectric 
plants, such as that of Sobradinho. In order to install that equipment 

and perform maintenance during its initial stage, which will last 2 to 3 
years, it is necessary for Soviet technicians to come here and for Brazilian 
technicians to go to the USSR. 


The Dilemma 


Even in the strictly commercial area, there is the problem represented by 
the constant Brazilian trade surplus, not only with reference to the Soviet 
Union but to the other countries of the socialist bloc. Last year, trade 
in both directions reached $261,525,000. Brazil exported $226,065,000 and 
imported only $35,460,000. That means that, in round numbers, for each $7 
worth Brazil exported, the Soviets exported only $1. And there are cases, 
such as that of trade with Yugoslavia, in which the ratio is 40 to 1 in 
favor of Brazil. 


The socialist countries traditionally sustain those deficits up to a certain 
limit. An examination of the Brazil-Soviet Union trade picture indicates 
that exchanges increased up to 1976 but after that, the Soviets began to 
redirect the purchase of certain products. Brazilian experts admit that 
Brazil has the advantage of offering products such as coffee, soybean, 
cocoa and iron ore of appreciable quality at competitive prices, but the 
deficit increased in an intolerable way for Moscow. Consequently, the 
dilemma of the Brazilian Government today is to expand exports to the 
Soviet Union and the other partners in the bloc but insuring an increase of 
imports. Brazil also seeks to include in its schedule of sales to those 
countries an ever-greater number of manufactured products. 
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The Origina 


Trade relations have presented itinerary of agreements signed aince 196), 


when the trade and payments agreemen: wae signed, In 1972, the maritime 
cransportation agreement was signed, and in 1975, the agreement for the 
supply of machinery to Bragil and of manufactured goods to the Soviet 
Union, which te acheduled to remain in effect until 19862, 

(\uUatura reia m are algo discreet and wae mrked recently by the ban on 
ahowineg on Bragilian television a gala presentation of the Bo lehoi Ballet 
tranemitted to more than 50 Weaetern countries of the most diverse political 


tendencies. Later the government corrected ite position and permitted a 
live presentation of the ballet in Brazil, 


The itinerary of diplomatte relations between Bragil and the Soviet Union 
wince 1917 reveale the rupture of the dialog that year, which lasted unti! 
1945, when relations were resumed through an exchange of notes by the 
ieapective embassies in Washington. in 1947 there was another break. 

fhe Soviet publication LITERATURNAYAGAZESApublished three articles considered 
utaceceptable by the then Brazilian Government because they attacked the 
president of the republic and the armed forces. Beginning in 1958-59, the 
Soviet Union began dropping hints and putting out feelers indicating the 
advisability of resuming the dialog \ positive signal on the Brazilian 
side was the speech made by the then Foreign Minister Horacio Lafer, 
recommending the establishment of relations at the commercial level. Also 
in 1959. Ambassador Edmundo Barbosa da Silva, headed a trade mission to 
Moscow. And finally, in 1961, during the meteoric Janio Quadros government, 


the two countries resumed diplomatic relations. 

Since then, relations have been rre ind only underwent a certain cooling 
in 1964, which diplomatic sources describe as “more subjective than objective.” 
There was not, strictly speaking, any concrete influence on the level of 
diplomatic relations and reciproce| trace interests. 

8/1 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


ARGENTINE~CHILE TUNNEL=-Mendoza, 23 May (NA)=-The new "Cristo Redentor" 
international tunnel, which will facilitate land transportation between 
Argentina and Chile through the Andes Mountains, was opened to traffic today. 
It is one of the most modern intercommunication links in the southern cone of 
the continent. The new tunnel connecting the two countries is 3,120 meters 
long and will absorb some of the truck traffic from the Puyehue Pass in 
Neuquen Province, which is normally very heavy in the winter. The tunnel 
was built at an altitude of ite 3,300 meters. Its pavement is 7 meters 
wide, and it has a modern illumination system which even reduces the reflec- 
tion of snow or the brilliant sun encountered in emerging from the tunnel. 

It has a telephone system to give drivers a rapid and direct means of com- 
munication with the control poste at the entrances to report any difficulty. 
It will also have a closed circuit television system with cameras placed 

at various strategic points to enable the operator in the control room to 
see through 18 monitors what is happening inside the tunnel. [PY232135 
Buenos Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 1922 GMT 23 May 80) 


ECUADOR, PERU TERRITORIAL CONFLICT--According to Foreign Minister Alfredo 
Pareja, a territorial conflict does exist between Ecuador and Peru. He 
has reiterated the Ecuadorean Government's and people's decision to arrive 
at a just and equitable solution in accordance with international law. He 
was thus refuting a statement by Peruvian President Elect Fernando Belaunde 
Terry to the effect that he does not agree with the thesis that Peru has 
territorial conflicts with Ecuador. [Text] [PA220248 Quito Voz de los 
Andes in Spanish 2330 GMT 21 May 80) 


VENEZUELA AID TO EL SALVADOR--According to reports, Venezuela is tirmly 
aiding the programs started by the government junta. Efficiently and with- 
out selfish propaganda, Venezuela has given the country effective coopera- 
tion in the solution of problems. It has been reported that the government 
of Luis Herrera Campins has made $10 million in cash available to the Sal- 
vadoran Government so it could make some payments because, as a result of 
the failure to sell some export products, it had become necessary to find 
financial sources to help solve the emergency situation. Apparently the 
Venezuela loans amount to $42 million, in addition to technical aid it will 
provide in the field of energy and in the search for oil. Regarding other 
countries of the hemisphere, apparently there has been no other specific 
aid--only offers. The United States has offered more than $50 million. 

We have been unable to establish whether this help arrived or not, but we 
are certain this Yankee aid has not arrived. [Text] [PA221711 San Salvador 


DIARIO LATINO in Spanish 20 May 80 p 1) 


CSO: 3010 26 





ARGENTINA 


MEMBERS OF PST ARRESTED, TO BE TRIED 
PY271435 Buenos Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 0105 GMT 27 May €0 


[Text] Rosario, 26 May (NA)--The headquarters of II Corps has officially 
reported that eight members of the banned Workers Socialist Party (PST) have 
been arrested and that a center for the distribution of reading material has 
also been discovered. 


The arrested persons were identified as: Jorge Ricardo Tarquini, Rolando 
Ruben Valdez, Francisco Armando Pena, Leon Berdichevsky, Antonio Cristo 
Faro, Graciela Noemi Gonzalez, Alicia Milda Gerosa and Paula Riggio. The 
report also indicates that Maria Cristina Constantini, Grisel Anahi Sacra- 
mone, Estela Renne Klotzman, Ines Lilian Cozzi, Eduardo Pablo Sanfilippo and 
Victor Alberto Barni are fugitives. 


The communique stresses that the arrestees had the objective of implementing 
a socialist system that would have included the expropriation of industries, 
agricultural enterprises and public services. 


It also indicates that the group intended to take advantage of social and 
labor conflicts in order to increase the use of violence. 


It adds that the PST has increased its relations with the Fourth International 
and that it has also strengthened ite ties with leftist organizations and 
leaders. 


It also indicates that the PST would presumably be named the "Argentine 
section" of the Fourth International "because it is the most active organi- 
zation.” 


The communique indicates that the activities of the PST have been discovered 
"in the student and union sectors which it reaches through the extensive use 
o. publications and reading material." 


Finally, the report from II Corps headquarters indicates that after the 
usual paper work, the evidence has been submitted to the federal courts for 
trial of the accused. 
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EMBASSY RELEASES COMMUNIQUE ON MALVINAS ISLANDS 
PY231528 Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 1227 GMT 23 May 80 


[Text] Brasilia, 23 May (TELAM)--The Argentine Babassy in Brazil has re- 
leased a communique to the press in which it refers to the case of the 
Malvinas Islands. The communique reade as follows: 


"The Embassy of the Republic of Argentina in Brazil does not wish to enlarge 
upon the position of its country regarding the problem of the Malvinas Is- 
lands which is now the subject of negotiations with the government of Her 
Britannic Majesty. Some peaceful [as received] points not under discussion 
regarding certain historical, geographical and juridical facts which are the 
basis of the Argentine rights should, however, be kept in mind. The main 
points are: 


"1. The Malvinas Islands were part of the Argentine national territory 
since ite independence. They were settled and governed by Argentines. 


"2. The islands are near the territory of the republic, lying on its conti- 
nental shelf, and share the geographical and physical characteristics of 
Argentine Patagonia. 


"3, The Malvinas Islands were occupied in 1833 by a military expedition 
from the United Kingdom, the foremost naval power of that time, which dis- 
lodged the population and replaced it with settlers mainly coming from the 


United Kingdom. 


"4. From the British point of view the Malvinas took on a colonial status, 
which they still retain. They are a colony under the administration of the 
appropriate ministry. 


"5. There is no Argentine population on the islands because the original 


population was dislodged and the occupying power never permitted the entry 
of settlers coming from the Republic of Argentina. 
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"6. The present population of the Malvinas Islands is mostly composed of 
the employees of a British company operating in the isladns with the tradi- 


tional purpose of such companies in past centuries of exploiting overseas 
territories. 


"7, The Republic of Argentina has never accepted this situation, which 
ie based on an act of force, and the present negotiation regarding the 
Malvinas Islands is a continuation of one of the oldest diplomatic claims 
known to the present state of international relations. 


"8. The Argentines feel confident that the negotiations will put an end to 
one of the last colonial situations existing in Latin American and the world," 
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ARGENTINA 


BRIEFS 


NEW MAGAZINE--Buenos Aires, 26 May (NA)--The publication of NATIONAL SOV- 
EREIGNTY, Argentine economic and cultural heritage and the country's demo- 
cratic institutionalization was agreed upon during an inter-party meeting 
held last weekend which was attended by Deolindo Felipe Bittel, Miguel 
Unamuno, Vicente Leonidas Saadi, Paulino Niembro and Armando Caro members of 
the Peronist Party; Hector Polino, Ruben Visconti and Manuel Outerino, mem- 
bers of the Socialist Party; Guillermo Frugoni Rey of the Popular Christian 
Party; Diego May Zurivia and Mariano Lorences of the Intransigent Party; 
Ricardo Molina of the Progressive Democratic Party and union leader Roberto 
Garcia. The magazine will be divided in three section, the first will in- 
clude national problems, the second interviews with politicians and the 
third for statements made by the opposition parties. [PY271806 Buenos Aires 
NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 2240 GMT 26 May 80) 


GAS PIPELINE CONSTRUCTION--Salta, 27 May (TELAM)--The state gas corporation 
has reported that the construction of new gas pipelines to supply the north- 
ern area of Salta Province has begun. The pipeline starts at the Trans- 
quistas deposits, 35 km north of Tartagal City, and will terminate at the 
intersection of the Campo Duran-Buenos Aires pipeline situated in the Coronel 
Cornejo area. This is the fourth pipeline to be built in this province 
during the course of 1979-80. [Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 1300 GMT 

27 May 80 PY) 


FUEL, ELECTRICITY PRODUCTION--Buenos Aires, 23 May (TELAM)--The energy secre- 
tariat reported that oil production during the first 4 months of this year 
increased 5.8 percent in comparison to the same period last year. Oil 
production totaled 9,397,200 cubic meters, but oil imports amounted to 
921,800 cubic meters in comparison to 351,100 cubic meters during the same 
period last year. This is an increase of 162.5 percent. Oil imports during 
this period cost $191,173,400, whereas during the same period last year 

they cost $40,347,400. This represents an increase of $150,826,000 or 

373.8 percent. Coal production during the first 4 months of this year 
amounted to 162,000 tons, or 16.2 percent less than last year's. Natural 
gas production totaled 2.9 billion cubic meters which is 10.8 percent higher 
than last year's. Electrical energy production during the first 4 months 

of this year was 11,752,925 megawatt hours, which is 12.2 percent higher 
than last year's. [Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 1330 GMT 23 May 80 PY] 
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DISAPPEARANCE OF DRAFTEES=-Buenos Aires, 26 May (AFP)=-Since 1975 64 young 
Argentines have disappeared while they were doing their military service, 
states a petition for information that was submitted here yesterday by rela- 
tives to the military junta government, According to the petition, which 
gives concise details of each case, some of the draftees disappeared from 
their bases or recruiting centers, Other were detained on leaving them or 
at the homes of their parents and nothing more was heard of them. The list 
indicates that the first disappearance occurred on 5 September 1975, the 
second on 4 March 1976 and that all the other disappearances occurred after 
the military coup of 24 March 1976, which overthrew President Maria Estela 
Martinez Peron. In their petition for information, the parents of the draf- 
tees recount the numerous steps they have taken in order to obtain news about 
their sons and they deny that they are deserters: "In the majority of the 
cases administrative procedures regarding desertion were begun, when it is 
quite true that this was not the situation of our sons." According to 

the Permanent Human Rights Assembly, and Argentine organization headquartered 
in Buenos Aires, it has a list of 5,465 disappearances in Argentina. [Text] 
[PY231727 Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 1300 GMT 23 May 80] 


PRIEST'S CAR BOMBED--Catamarca, 23 May (TELAM)=-The general police headquar~- 
ters issued a communique early this morning stating that unidentified per- 
sons placed an explosive device made of /5—percent gelignite and weighing 
approximately 23 ke under the left rear wheel of a car belonging to Police 
Priest Mario Villagran. The device exploded when Father Villagran tried to 
move the car. The official report adds that two low-power explosive devices 
were found in front of the house of the Catamarca Economic Federation at 
2200 yesterday. One of these devices exploded without causing damages or 
personal injuries, and the other homewade device was deactivated. The con- 
munique concludes by stating that an investigation is being conducted by 

the federal police with the participation of the Catamarca Federal Court. 
[Excerpt] |PY231727 Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 1300 GMT 23 May 80) 


MASSERA ON BANKS--Mendoza, Argentina, 22 May (NA)--Former Commander in Chief 
of the Navy and member of the Military Junta Adm Emilio Massera (ret) stated 
here today that the “economic policy being implemented is not the armed 


forces’." In a press conference held tonight, Admiral Massera commented on 
the recent closing and intervention of several banks and added that such 
measures “expose an economic not a financial crisis." He then revealed that 


in the near future he will release a document on "current national issue." 
Admiral Massera, who was a member of the Military Junta which ousted Estela 
Peron in 1976, arrived in this city today to meet leaders of the Mendoza 
Winegrowers Association and the "Center for the Study of National Assertion" 
[Centro de Estudios de Afirmaciones Nacionales]. [Excerpt] [PY231600 Buenos 
Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 0255 GMT 23 May 80] 


NEW ARMY BRIGADE COMMANDER--Buenos Aires, 21 May (TELAM)--The army commander 
in chief has appointed Grib Gen Americo Genaro Herrera as commander of the 
llth Infantry Brigade headquartered in Ric Gallegos. [PY221733 Buenos Aires 
TELAM in Spanish 1633 GMT 21 May 80] 





PERUVIAN AIR FORCE COMMANDER--Buenos Aires, 27 May (TELAM)--Lt Gen Luis 
Arias Gragziani, Peruvian aeronautics minister and air force commander, 
landed in the military section of the Metropolitan airport at 1544 today. 
Gen Grazziani, in response to an invitation from his Argentine counterpart, 
arrived here on an official visit. He was met at the airport by Argentine 
Air Force Commander Brig Gen Omar Domingo Rubens Graffigna, Peruvian Ambas- 
eador Jorge Morelli and high-ranking air force officiale. [PY272355 Buenos 
Aires TELAM in Spanish 1907 GMT 27 May 80) 


AMBASSADOR TO TRINIDAD & TOBAGO--Buenos Aires, 22 May (TELAM)--The Govern- 
ment of Trinidad & Tobago has approved the appointment of Hector Villanueva 
ae the new Argentine ambassador. [PY231822 Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 
0258 GMT 23 May 80] 


NEW AMBASSADOR TO PARAGUAY--Buenos Aires, 22 May (TELAM)--The Argentine 
Foreign Ministry today reported that Gen Norberto Sergio Novoa, Ret, has been 
transferred from his post of ambassador to Paraguay and that the latter coun- 
try has approved the appointment of Gen Carlos Enrique Laidlaw, Ret, as 
Novoa's replacement. [PY231822 Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 0245 GMT 

23 May 80] 
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BRAZIL 


MINISTER COMMENTS ON COST OF LIVING, PRESS FREEDOM 
PY241458 Sao Paulo Radio Bandeirantes Network in Portuguese 1000 GMT 24 May 80 


[Text] On the occasion of President Figuetredo's brief visit to Sao Paulo 
yesterday, this station interviewed Social Communications Minister Said Far~ 
hat, who, among other things, acknowledged the high cost of living in Brazil. 


[Begin recording] [Question] Mr Minister, what is your opinion of the 
jeers recently endured by Governor Salim Maluf, and yesterday by President 
Figueiredo, here in Sao Paulo. Do you believe there is some discontent or 
not? 


|[Answer} I believe that applause and jeers are part of a democratic regime 
and we must learn to live with then. 


[Question] Mr Minister, you have had contacts with the people around mar- 
kets, stores and supermarkets. Have you noted that the cost of living has 
been soaring? 


[Answer] The fact is that Brazil is currently experiencing a paradox. We 
have a record harvest of foodstuffs and at the same time there foods are 
being sold at very high prices which in many cases are far beyond the pur- 
chasing power of the people. 


[Question] This is due to speculators who wanc to keep prices high? 


[Answer] The speculators can only succeed when the supply is low. When 
there is an abundance of products, the activities of speculators become dif- 
ficult. 


[Question] Mr Minister, could you explain to us the meaning of a statement 
you made regarding the responsibility that must be exercised in the dis- 
Ssimination of news? 


[Answer] I am really surprised at some of the things I read about this mat- 
ter because I find it difficult to understand freedom without responsibility. 





These two ideas are inseparable from the idea of democracy. I advocate 

lawe which will make it possible to demand compensation for the moral hare 
caused by published or broadcast material. These laws should not be re- 
atrictive but similar to those which exiet in all democratic and civilised 
countries. The responsibility for the things that are published ie part of 
the right to speak and express thoughts. 


[Question] There ie no danger of retrogression? 


{Anewer) Certainly not. Just yesterday the newspapers published some re- 
marke which President Figueiredo had made to an Argentine magazine making 
it very clear that there will be no retrogression. [End recording) 
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BRAZIL 


PRESTES COMMENTS ON EFFORTS TO GAIN PCB LEGALIZATION 
National Movement Announced 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 30 Apr 80 p 2 


{Text} The formation of a national movement to fight for the legalization 
of the Brazilian Communist Party (?Ch) wae announced yesterday by Luis Carlos 
Prestes at a meeting to debate the party reform, sponsored by the academic 
center of the Inatitute of Philosophy and Sectal Sciences of the Federal 
University of Rio de Janeiro, in which he participated, 


Aleo participating in the meeting were State Deputies Jose Eudes (Workers 
Party) and Raimundo de Oliveira (Brazilian Democratic Movement Party), 

in addition to former Federal Deputy Lysaneas Maciel of the Brizola 
Brazilian Labor Party, who believes that “the government is only allowing 
a political party game by permitting the discussion to be conducted only 
at the congressional level withou: the participation of the people." 


Error of the Masses 


In the opinionof Luis Carlos Prestes, “a reactionary military dictatorship 
does not change spontaneously into democracy.” He observed also that the 
popular masses have not known how to take advantage of the political opening 
because they should have intensified the struggle for revocation of the 
still existing special laws.” 


The secretary general of the PCB pointed out that the end of Institutional 
Act-5 (Al-5) was not a gift from General Ernesto Geisel to the Brazilian 
people but a gain of the masses who, at that time, realized that democracy 
is not achieved on one's knees but with a lot of struggle.” In his opinion, 
the dictatorship “can divide the politicians but not the masses. 


“The end of bipartisanship was nothing more than a maneuver to prevent the 
government from being defeated in the next elections as it was in the two 
previous ones, because the popular vote wousd mean the rejection of every- 
thing the dictatorship has been doing in the last 16 years. It would be a 
plebiscite the generals would not like to see happen,” he added. 





Lude Carlos Prestes admite, however, that the party reform was victorious 
on one point: “in dividing the opposition, which had concentrated in the 
defunct Brazilian Democratic Movement. Today, what we see are politicians 
with the same ideas dispersed among other parties." 


New Struggles 


After stating that he “believes in the end of the dictatorship through the 
organization of the working masses," the communist leader criticized the 
behavior of the opposition which, in his opinion, after the revocation of 
Al=5 should have immediately undertaken other etruggles “such ae the end 
of those safeguards which they granted General Figueiredo. 


"With the legalization of the Bragilian Communist Party and the mobilization 
of the workere by strengthening the unions, it will not be impossible-- 
atressed Prestes--to overturn the special laws, and to put an end to inter- 
vention in union activity and wage policy that permite the existence of a 
unrealistic and cruel minimum wage." 


Regarding the fact that "the government decided on party reform, it is not 
a favor to give the right to form political parties to all tendencies, 
including the communists, inasmuch as it is the popular vote that will 
determine which party will survive or not, as in the time of Getulio Vargos, 
who never worried about the number of party labels." 


Admits Crisis 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 3 May 80 p 2 


[Text] Recife--Despite having prediced the formation of the Brazilian 
Communist Party with 200,000 members in a fairly short time, Secretary 
General Luis Carlos Prestes said yesterday that the crisis of the PCB is 
due to the lack of renewal of the leading cadres as a result of the 
persecution, clandestine status and exile which some of its members 
were forced to undergo. 


He voiced these opinions in an interview granted this morning minutes after 
arriving in this capital for a 3-day stay. He said that the campaign for 
the legalization of the PCB is very opportune “because the ABC strike proved 
how that reactionary legislation which remains in effect is incompatible 
with the democratic opening itself, which in my opinion, is so limited." 


Opening 


Luis Carlos Prestes denied that he had said that the masses did not know 
how to take advantage of the process of democratic opening. 


"I did not say it was the masses. I simply stated that after amnesty, 
which was last August, the leadership of the Communist Party did not initiate 
any campaign or put forward any watchword. It was for this reason that the 
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dictatocship took the initiative to present the party reform plan which 
wae aimed at dividing the opposition and diatracting the masses from the 
high coat of living. Now they are already threatened with other initia- 
tives, such as the alteration of the election achedule and approval of 
the district vote." 


Luie Carlos Preates denied that he has already decided in favor of one of 
the parties being formed, pointing out that “we communists attach more 
importance to the masse atruggle than the election etruggle. Under the 
conditions prevailing in Brazil, the united large masses can achieve 
gains.’ 


Crieie of Growth 


Luie Carlos Prestes avoided talking about the crisis faced by the PCB--"I 
do not intend to polemicigze internal affairs of the party in the bourgeois 
presse'=-and pointed out that those who accused him of making an anarchic 
proposal for discussion, according to a letter published in April by the 
communists themelves, “are making a big mistake. That is an internal 
affair of the party.” He did not consider those difficulties “surmountable" 
since “all crises of a communist party are crises of growth." 


As for a political retrogression, he declared that "it is possible at any 
moment because the legislation of the tyrannical government has the power, 
inasmuch as the repressive apparatus has not been dismantled. And proof 
of that was the recent arrest of metal worker leaders in the Sao Paulo ABC 
region. In the meantime, it is necessary for the government and the multi- 
nationals that dominate it for Brazi. to have a less reactionary image 
abroad, for the government not to appear so isolated from the masses." 


Tancredo 


Luis Carlos Prestes said he was not surprised at the words of praise 
addressed to him by Senator Tancredo Neves (Popular Party--Minas Gerais) 
and added that the meeting between the two on Thursday at a demonstration 
promoted by the opposition in Rio was a casual one. “Everything was quick 
because the people were asking me to speak. 


"I was not surprised by what Senator Tancredo Neves said. I received his 
words with satisfaction. He is a good, civilized man," concluded Luis 
Carlos Prestes. Last night, he participated in a discussion at the Central 
Students Directorate (DCE) and this morning he will go to Olinda for a 
meeting with women at the Luis Freire Cultural Center. 


Objectives 


Recife--Luis Carlos Prestes revealed that the purpose of his visit to the 
Northeast--he is also going to Ceara--is to “disseminate the ideas by which 
I live” and fulfill his promise when he returned from exile “to participate 
as a revolutionary and a communist in the struggle for the legalization of 
the PCB.” 





te arrived in Recife at about 1100 hours, being received at the Guararapes 
airport by old comrades, among them former Deputy Gregorio Beserra and 
Christiano Cordeiro, the only remaining member of the group of 15 persons 
who founded the PCB in 1922, From there, he went to the home of engineer 
Artur Lima Cavalcanti, whose candidacy for mayor of Recife almost two 
decades ago received his support. At that time, Luise Carlos Preates 
panosetpaned in that capital in a rally of support for the so-called Recife 
ronct. 


Visit to Northeast 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 5 May 80 p 2 


[Text] Recife--Despite being described as “historic” by old Pernambucan 
communiete, the meeting of Luis Carlos Prestes with his old comrades 
Gregorio Beserra and Cristiano Cordeiro=-the three have never been together-- 
gave more the impression, by ite informality, of a family meeting at which 
they spoke about personal experiences, of the past, ignoring the crisis of 
the Brazilian Communist Party. 


The only remaining member of the group of nine [as published] persons who 
founded the PCB in 1922, Cristiano Cordeiro, 85 years old, went to the 
meeting held Saturday in the home of State Deputy Hugo Martins (Brazilian 
Democratic Movement Party) dressed in pajama tops. After supper the three 
went out to the terrace of the house, where they conversed. Cristiano 
Cordeiro said he was tired and left at 2200 hours. 


Legalization of the PCB 
"Who is the youngest in the group?" asked Prestes, 83 years old. 
"I am," replied Gregorio Bezerra. “I am 80 years young." 


“and do you know who is the oldest?" asked Prestes. Prestes himself replied: 
"It is Cristiano, who has struggled for 85 years." 


For the secretary general of the PCB, the short stay in the Northeast was 
enough to verify the socio-economic imbalance between that region and the 
Center-South, which in his opinion can only be resolved through a “really 
popular government." He warned that that imbalance threatens national unity 
itself. 


Luis Carlos Prestes considered the contacts made in Recife as “very important 
although they were restricted to a limited group of people.” He added: 
"I still intend to talk to Miguel Arraes, who was our best ally before 1964." 


With regard to the purposes of his visit to the Northeast, he declared: “I 
came more to publicize the need for the struggle for legalization of the PCB 
and to learn not only the situation of the communists here but also the 

social and economic problems of the Northeast. We Marxists greatly need to 
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know the conerete situation because the Marxiate do not have patterns of 
modela; Marxiem is applied to the concrete aituation. We have to discover 
and formulate the paths of the revolution in Bragil by our own means 
because the charactertatics here are different from thia of France, and 
Italy, for example,” 


Lule Carlos Preates will be in Joao Peasoa today and at 2000 hours tomorrow 
he is scheduled to arrive in Fortaleza tor a Jeday satay during which he 
will meet with union leaders, workers and politicians, 


Thureday night, there will be a rally in Jose de Alencar Square, already 
authorized by the Secretariat of Security, at which time Presates will be 
honored by the opposition parties {tn che presence of 10,000 people, according 
to the organizers. 


PCB Registration Prospects 


Sa0 Paulo POLHA DE SAO PAULO in Po! suese 8 May 80 P 2 

[Excerpt] In Brasilia yesterday, former Senator Josafa Marinho, Brizola's 
lawyer in the legal battle being waged in the Superior Electoral Court over 
which group has the legal right to the Srazitiian Labor Party (PTB) label, 
appeared confident that the group ‘Se defends will obtain provisional 
registration. At the same time, he declared that the federal constitution 
does not prevent the Bragilian Co; jiet vrarty iteeif trom requesting 
registration. According to Marinho, depending on the content of its 
program and ite statute, the PCB could be successful. 


The former senator heard from the attorney general of the republic, Firmino 


Ferreira Paz, also electoral atto1 eneral, during the recess of a plenary 
session of the Supreme Court, that the two requests for provisional registra 
tion of the PTB had fuifilled thx 2a iirements and what remained for 
the Superior Electoral Court was juridical alternative which he could not 


reveal at the moment 





BRAZIL 


CODE OF BEHAVILR FOR MULTINATIONALS PROPOSED 
PY271402 Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 16 May 80 p 2 


[Text of draft bill on code of behavior for multinational corporations to 
be discussed by the Senate] 


[Text] Article 1, It is believed that all exterprises controlled by for- 
eign capital operating within the national territory must comply with a code 
of behavior which involves refraining from actions that: 


I. Conetitute interference in the domestic affairs or in the relations be- 
tween Brazil and any other nation; 


II. Indicate that these companies are acting as an instrument of the for- 
eign policy of another country; 


III. Imply nonparticipation in national objectives and priority develop- 
ment projects outlined by the Federal Government or that could in fact 
harm such objectives; 


IV. Could be viewed as refusal to provide the Federal Government with 
information concerning their activities so as to make it impossible to find 
out whether they are or are not in line with the programmatic objectives 
established by the government; 


Vv. Are evidence by the: 


A. Refusal to help develop the country's scientific and technological 
capabilities; 


B. Utilizationof restricting practices recognizable as disloyal com- 
petition or abuse of economic power; 


C. Disregard for the social and cultural characteristics of the country. 


Article 2. The violation of the provisions of Article 1 of this law will 
make the perpetrating enterprise liable to one or more of the following 


penalties: 
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I, Suspension of fiscal exemptions and fiscal and credit incentives; 
Il. Intervention in the enterprise; 
III. Lose of the right to operate in Brazil. 


IV. Loss of controlling stock by means of expropriation of as many shares 
as may be necessary to attain this goal; 


Article 3, The Executive Branch will inetrument [rugulamentaria] this law 
90 days after its publication. 


Article 4, This law will go into effect on the day of its publication. 
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BRAZIL 


CALS DISCUSSES ENERGY POLICY, NUCLEAR PROGRAM 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 13 Apr 80 p 64 


[Interview with Mines and Energy Minister Cesar Cale in Brasilia; date not 
given } 





[Text] The discovery of ofl at the mouth of the Amazon, on the coasts of 
Amapa Territory, may be the beginning of a large formation because it is 
the only place in Brazil that has the conditions to contain huge fields. 
That statement wae made by Mines and Energy Minister Cesar Cals in an inter- 
view with 0 ESTADO in which he discussed the main pointe of government 
policy in the area of his ministry. 


Cals revealed that he has the promise of the Planning Secretariat that elec- 
tric energy rates will increase in midyear in order that the companies in 
that sector may regain their investment capability, which today is hampered 
by the emall profit margin, around 3.75 to 4 percent, when it should be 
around 10 percent. Although that percentage, which is considered ideal, 
will not be achieved with the increase, it will at least cause it to reach 
a level that will enable the companies to improve their balances because 
some are even operating in the red. The minister acknowledged that only 
strictly essential investments are now being made. 


Cesar Cals said that he will remain in the ministry as long as he has the 
confidence of President Figueiredo because he feels “very much at ease" in 
his position. He has three explanations for that: first, because he has 
never adopted any measure without having discussed it with the president 
of the republic; two, because he is immersed in his work and lives closely 
with the problems he deals with; and third, because when he assumed the 
position, he was already aware that he would face much criticism because 
his ministry administers the biggest budget of all the state enterprises 
(1.32 trillion cruzeiros for 1980, some 600 billion of which is for invest- 
ment) and the application of that money obviously displeases certain inter- 
ests. Part of the criticism he has been suffering, he attributes to poli- 
ticians from his own state who are still not reconciled with having him in 
the ministry. 


The mines and energy minister also revealed that he himself was the one 
who suggested the establishment of the National Energy Commission (CNE) 
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since the energy program involves many ministries and he believed that 
there should be a coordinating agency outside of those ministries. There~ 
fore, he does not consider himself weakened by the selection of Vice Presi~- 
dent Aureliano Chaves to head the CNE, 


Question: Your ministry has been one of the most frequent targets of 
criticiem since almost the beginning of the administration. Recently, 
Senator Paulo Brossard criticized you again about the butlers’ positions. 
Do you feel secure in the ministry or do you have some deadline for leav~ 
ing it? Do you believe there is a campaign against you? 


Answer: For a minister who has the responsibilities I have and who re~ 
ceives a ministry in the midst of the world of] crisis as well as a world 
nuclear crisis, it is a emall campaign. I believe it ie a small campaign 
because if we examine the responeibilities I have, we will ascertain the 
interests I probably displease. Let us begin with the oil area. You know 
that because of the current situation, the Brazilian Petroleum Corporation 
(PETROBRAS) is engaged much more in the purchasing and refining of oil 
than in the search for national ofl. A change in that direction, when more 
than 60 percent of PETROBRAS' funds are directed toward those sectors, 
means that other sectors lost funds. Those sectors that lost funds were 
not pleased with my decision. When PETROBRAS was more actively opened to 
tisk contracts--we really want to find oil--even those who are against 

the rendering of service, risk contracts or by multinationals, were also 
displeased with my position. When it was determined that it is important 
to fulfill the Brazilian nuclear program but that that program must be 
implemented at a pace that is coordinated with the transfer of nuclear 
technology and, for some other reasons, we do not order nuclear plants 
that were programmed, so that things will be coordinated, some interested 
parties on both sides also became opposed to the minister. It follows 
that, when it was determined that Vale do Rio Doce will engage mainly in 
the Carajas project and that Docegeo has to deactivate some of its offices 
in order to be able to use its human and financial resources in areas such 
as that in the Amazon, which led to selfsufficiency in copper, naturally, 
the deactivated sectors were not happy with the minister. Or when a minis- 
ter determines that a mineral deposit must be turned over to a single com- 
pany or that there must be a greater participation of national industry 
that also displeases certain interests 


So, a minister whose every decision can displease certain interests becomes 
a frequent target of criticism. But since I came here aware of my responsi- 
bilities and at the direct invitation of President Joao Figueiredo, he is 


the only one who has the prerogative to say how long I should remain in 
the ministry. As long as I have his confidence, I will remain. It will 
not be any campaign that will make we leave this position and keep me from 
working at ease. 


The slightest thing is the object of a campaign. A minister receives a 
house to live in--he is merely a tenani--and the following house staff: 
a butler, two cooks and four general service workers; the wages are con- 
tracted by a company before he comes to the ministry. In 1980 the wages 
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were readjusted normally; the minister eliminated one general helper and 
reduced the payroll to 39,000 crugeiros. So he got to keep one butler, one 
male cook and one female cook, and three general service workers. It amounte 
to 39,000 cruseiros. With wages, overtime, social charges, it comes to 
70,000 crugeiros. I have all of that listed. That matter seems to be so 
important that the leader of the opposition uses up newspaper space and re- 
portage over it. 


Question: Which are the largest interests that have been displeased? 


Anewer: I should not make charges because that would be thoughtless. I 
know which are the interests I displease. Because in addition to those, I 
displease deep political interests, I say political interests because the 
position is very important and other Brazilian political currents, even in 
my estate, are not reconciled with my presence in this position. 


Question: What is the situation of the Social Democratic Party (PDS) in 
Ceara? Ie not one of the bases for this campaign the fact that you occupy 
the position of minister of mines and energy to the detriment of other 
factions in the state? 


Answer: There is a difference of points of view. I alwaye believed that 
the formation of a new party should not have any correlation with the party 
that was terminated. In the new party, one should try to draw together 

the leaderships as much as possible and not expel any leaderships or give 
an inferior position to any leadership. Other political currents engage 

in arithmetical calculations that I dispute. For example, the votes of 
state deputies. Every political current does not always have state deputies 
in each municipality. Many times it has reached agreements. That does not 
have any numerical relation to which are the leaderships or tendencies. 
Another case is: a deputy is elected, he is appointed to an Auditors Board 
and an alternate takes over. Were those votes lost? Did that electoral 
college cease to exist? So those arithmetical calculations do not seem to 
be pertinent to me. I think it is the only state that is making those 
arithmetical calculations. 


Question: Did you try to avoid those arithmetical calculations? 


Answer: I believe that they should be dividea among the three currents and, 
in a gesture of modesty, I asked for 3 because 11 is not divisible by 3. 


Question: Are you in favor of the sub-slates [sublegendas]? 

Answer: I believe that each current or each tendency should have the right 
to a number of participants in each municipal directorate that will assure 
it of sub-slates in all of the municipalities. 


Question: Are you in a position to conclude agreements with the other two 
currents? 
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Answer: My opinion has been given only in Ceara; the other two currents 
know, just as Senator Jose Sarney also knows. I do not have much time to 
discuss that subject. I believe that I should voice an opinion and at the 
proper time attend whatever meetings are necessary. 


Question: One of the allegations of other currents is that you were never 
@lected by vote. Naturally, those other currents supposedly are much 
ecronger because they were elected by popular vote in the past. 


Answer: I am not the current. The current is the combined state deputies, 
municipal councilors, mayors, political leaderships, in short, it existe 
and everybody knows it existe. 


Question: What is the opinion of President Figueiredo about that problem 
of state currents? 


Anewer: You should address that question to him. 


Question: When the National Energy Commission was established why was not 
coordination entrusted to the Ministry of Mines and Energy? At the time 

it wae said that that represented a weakening of the ministry. Why does 

the Ministry of Mines and Energy not participate more actively in Proalcool? 


Answer: The National Energy Commission was established at the suggestion 
of the minister of mines and energy himself since he felt that many of the 
measures pertaining to energy or to support the energy plan were outside of 
his ministry. Of course, each ministry has its own priorities. It was 
necessary to have a top-level central organ to decide the priorities for 
the ministries. So the National Energy Commission came out of that and we 
have supported it strongly. Everything it needs to take its decisions is 
provided in a timely manner and gladly by the Ministry of Mines and Energy. 


As for Proalcool, alcohol appeared in Brazil as a byproduct of sugar. The 
plants produce both sugar and alcool. Only now are we entering the new 
phase of independent plants. The matter was being coordinated by the Sugar 
and Alcohol Institute (IAA) and by the National Alcohol Commission, which 
already existed in the Ministry of Industry and Commerce. We believe that 
the Ministry of Mines and Fnergy is responsible for the supply of energy 
throughout the country, the production of energy-producing minerals, be- 
cause it is a Ministry of Mines and Energy--its transformation and distri- 
bution; the Ministry of Industry and Commerce, for consumption; and the 
Ministry of Agriculture, for production of energy-producing vegetables. 

It does not violate our principle and we were very pleased because we 
joined in our program, funds of the other ministry for our principal aim 
which is to replace oil derivatives. 


Question: The vice president has already said that uw /k-n might be 
terminated. Why? 


Answer: 1 understood that the vice president said, rather--I saw an in- 
formal statement of his on television on that occasion<-that the National 
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Energy Commission must outline the guidelines of an energy policy or it 
must offer President Figueiredo input for the guidelines of an energy 
policy. It is,close to completing that task assigned to it. That is what 
I understood from his statement. 


Question: Was the creation of the commission a temporary thing? 
Answer: It is temporary. 
Question: Why is there no interest in renewing it? 


Answer: The president of the republic is the one who can answer that, not 
I, 


Question: Does that mean that the problem of alternate sources is already 
adequately solved? Who will assume the coordination inasmuch as several 
ministries are involved? 


Answer: There are two different things in the question. First, is the 
alternative energy sources. The alternative energy sources for oil are 
electricity, hydroelectricity, shale, anthracite coal, charcoal, and other 
alternative sources. The guidelines for those programs are being completed; 
each program with its own guidelines and each ministry knowing what to do 
in each program. That is one thing. The other thing is the Ipiranga Pro- 
ject, the aim of which is the research of new alternative sources or new 
sources of energy. The project is underway; all the funds have been allo- 
cated and it is proceeding. The commission does not deal much with re- 
search. It deals with guidelines for an energy policy with a view to re- 
ducing the consumption of oil derivatives and the role of each ministry in 
that policy. 


Question: What are the funds of the Ipiranga project for this year? 


Answer: They are small but we reinforce them with some programs. It is 
100 million cruzeiros which we reinforce with 700 million, including in the 
Energy Mobilization Program for research and development of the alternative 
sources in general. 


Question: Viewing the current energy situation realistically how is the 
Figueiredo administration going to treat the energy sector? 


Answer: The Ministry of Mines and Energy administers the largest budget of 
all state enterprises, which is in the order of 1.32 trillion cruzeiros. 

It is obvious that it behooves our ministry to cooperate very closely with 
the policy of fighting inflation that is being coordinated by the ministry 
of Delfim Netto. And we support that policy because we believe it is essen- 
tial for the country. It is obvious that a ministry that is responsible 

for 600 billion cruzeiros of investments--or $12 billion, which is a sub- 
Stantial figure in any part of the world--out of those 1.32 trillion 
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cruzeiros has many problems in terms of setting priorities. That involves 
quite strong action on the part of the minister to indicate the priorities 
of the government. In the electricity sector, what the companies asked 
was in the order of 300 billion cruzeiros for investment. What the Bra- 
zilian Electric Power Corporation (ELETROBRAS) coneidered as priority was 
in the order of 260 billion cruzeiros. What was approved was in the order 
of 233 billion crugeiros. So that at this time, we are determining for 
each company what to do to put together those 233 billion. What I can as- 
sure you is that 233 billion cruzeiros were devoted to essential projects. 


Question: What are those essential projects. 


Answer: In addition to the Itaipu transmission system, the Angra-l, -2 

and -3 nuclear plants, the Itumbiara hydroelectric plant and the Mato Grosso 
transmission system for the Sao Paulo Electric Company (CESP), conclusion 

of the Paulo Afonso-4, Sobradinho; and the Itaparipe hydroelectric plant; 
the North-Northeast interconnection; the Tukurui hydroelectric plant; the 
Belem generating complex, the Couto Magalhaes and Sao Felix transmission 
system; Southern Electric Power Stations (ELETROSUL); the Salto Santiago 
hydroelectric plant, Salto Osorio, the George Lacerda III thermoelectric 
plant and the transmission system of those plants. That is in the elec- 
tric sector. 





Question: Does the 233 billion given to the electric sector in general for 
investment take care of its needs or not? 


Answer: It takes care of what is strictly essential. Because, naturally, 
it is not what the companies ask for but what can be done in terms of what 
is essential. Everything that it was possible to postpone was postponed, 
without failing to take care of demand. For example, in the case of the 
Tucurui hydroelectric plant. What is essential? To build the dam, build 
the drier, etc. If any item in the project could be postponed, it was. 
Consequently, I do not need to give that number of cases. It is a very 
carefully adjusted number and we are going to have to keep on top of it. 


Question: Several years or only this year? 


Answer: That depends on the result of the fight against inflation this 
year, which we expect to be successful, 


Question: Is the sector negotiating some other foreign loan? 

Answer: The sector was authorized a foreign loan of $1.1 billion in 1980, 
which is being negotiated. That would be equivalent to $100 million per 
month. 


Question: When will that money arrive. 


Answer: We expect it to be in May or June. 
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Question: The government has been holding down electric rates because of 
a social problem. The experte always claim that there is a need to have 
realistic rates. Ie that claim justified? 


Anewer: We have a promise from the Planning Secretariat to give the elec- 
tric energy sector 4 legal return of 10 percent. In those terms, 4 new 
rate le going to be calculated so that the legal return will be around 

10 percent, which te the legal return and the one we promised, in the for- 
eign loans, to keep in the sector. 


Question: The companies complain about undercapitalization. What is the 
ministry doing to remedy the problem? 


Anewer: The companies have been satisfied with the policy we adopted in 
the Minietry of Mines and Energy. They were really undercapitalized but 
there wae a high rate to correct the firet step. That cannot be done in 
one leap. And now we expect to be close to 10 percent. 


Question: Will that rate go into effect in midyear? What is the current 
percentage of return: is it 10 percent. 


Answer: It is not nor will it reach 10 percent. It should be around 3.75 
to 4 percent. There had been a great imbalance in the companies because 
some were getting much more than 10 percent and others were even in the 
red. 


Question: When is the first nuclear plant going to go into operation? 
There no longer seems to be any concern about the timetables for going into 
operation of the first plant that was supplied by Westinghouse and later, 
the German plants. 


Anewer: Angra is already undergoing preoperation tests. Naturally, the 
important thing is that there be maximum safety in the operation and we 
are not in a hurry because there is no shortage of energy at this time. 

We expect those tests to proceed so that the plant can operate at its 
rated power. That could be in 1981. We believe that it will be in that 
phase of operation during the whole first half of the year. Perhaps be- 
ginning in October it may already be in condition to begin terminating the 
testes. 


Question: There have been dismissals in the nuclear sector in general. 
Do the budget cuts signify a greater emphasis on that lack of concern about 
entering the nuclear sector more vigorously? 


Answer: The funds of the nuclear sector, like all the others, were put 
only into what was essential. There is no shortage for what is essential 
and the program will be maintained. In this program that is going to be 
maintained, the most important factor was that the construction of the 
plants be parallel with the transfer of technology. We have practically 
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concluded ail of the contracting for the nuclear fuel cycle with the re- 
cent contract signed with the Nuclear Technology Institute (of belo 
Horigonte) for the construction of the UF-6 (uranium hexafluoride) pilot 
plant; the whole nuclear fuel cycle has been contracted and hae definite 
timetables, lt ia time to continue ordering nuclear plants. The funde 
are assured for the whole nuclear fuel cycle for the Angra=1, =2 and -3 
plante and for the beginning of Angra-4 and «5. Only what ie essential, 
What is essential? For example, we have uranium reserves in Itatiaia, in 
my atate, There i# no reason to continue to explore for uranium in that 
area because it is no longer essential. We already have reserves. That 
is why some sectors were deactivated, 


Question: e the nuclear policy philosophy today, then, in the firet 
piace, the assimilation of technology; and in the second place, it is not 
#0 important for each plant to go into operation within a certain period 
Of time. 


Anawet we already know that the new plants will not be in operation by 
199 perhaps by ies. 


Question: in view of that series of agreements that Bragil | been sign- 
ing with oth sountries, what is the political meaning of the agreement 
with Argentina wnen will it be signed Le it more or less similar to 


other agreement 


Anawer not know when it will be signed becau. it depends on the 
Foreign Ministry. The meaning of the agreement is one of complementation. 
There at some things we want from Argentina and there are some things 
they want from Brazil. So the agreement is one of complementation. It is 
not, as Admiral Castro Madeira said, leciamatory agreement. We want the 
agreement to be signed oniy when the | 1t of complementation is in fact 
ietermined. As for the politica eanine, in addition to being at greater 
exchange betwe: the two untri v 1 same continent, it is to show 
Chat ther i itms race it ‘ ntries are open for the exchange 


+ intormat 


juestion: this agreement wit reentina, specifically, not interest 
ch Digger nation: very { 
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Answer: That depends on the stage of each country. Agreements are not 
forever. They are for a certain period or even for certain tasks. 


Question: What does the Brazilian nuclear program add up to? What is the 
budget for the nuclear sector for this year? 


Anewer: The budget of the nuclear sector for thie year should be around 
35 billion crugeiros; NUCLEBRAS has roughly 15 billion crugeiros; Furnas 
hae 17 billion; the National Nuclear Energy Commission (CNEN) has about 

1,2 billion; plante 4 and 5, around 2 billion. 


Question: Where will plante 4 and 5 be located? 

Anewer: The choice ie between the South and Southeast. 
Question: How much will the price of diesel o1l increase? 
Anewer: I honestly do not have any information to give you. 


Question: Do you favor the conversion of the National 011 Council into 
the National Energy Council? 


Anewer: No, I do not. IL believe that PETROBRAS and the National Oil 
Council, ELETROBRAS, DNAEE, NUCLEBRAS and CNEN are specialized matters. 
That conversion makes no political sense. 


Question: Do you feel at ease in the ministry? 


Answer: Very much so. I am in a ministry in which it was difficult to 
find a course to follow because of the current situation. But after I and 
my team prepared the energy model, I began to have a course. I am nearing 
the final phase of preparing the mining 10-year plan. That is another 
course. 


Question: In your talks with the president of the republic, have you men- 
tioned the criticism you have been receiving? 


Answer: I am a man who is immersed in his work. I try to study my sub- 
jects and that is why I am familiar with all of them. I live very close 
to the problems. I travel every week. A person of that type is very much 
at ease because he is doing what he can. I have never taken a measure 
that was not discussed with him beforehand. 


Question: In the area of oil, is there any good news for Brazil? 


Answer: What I am going to give you now is not spectacular news but it is 
good. All geological theories indicate that the mouth of the Amazon is 
the most favorable for oil. So much go that it is preferred by the vari- 
ous international companies that sign risk contracts. Drilling is not 
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easy there. There ie a turbulent sea and strong currents. But some com 
panies are working and had never hit the target. Now PETROBRAS hae hit it. 
That ie important. That is the way it was done in Campos. It may be the 
beginning of a large formation, It is the only place that can contain huge 
fields. It is a good prospect. At the same time, there wae an indication 
of a very large gae field in Jurua, even without the geologic knowledge 

of the Amazon. Thus we believe prospects are good in that area. 


Question: PETROBRAS attempted a trial balloon to revive that idea of 
participating in Proalcool. You have already expressed yourself against 
it, why? 


Anewer: At this time, all of PETROBRAS' effort should be directed toward 
finding o11 and we are in principle against state enterprises getting into 
sectors where private enterprise has been responding well, as ie the case 
of Proalcool. Since PETROBRAS at thie time has channeled more or less 

60 percent of ite budget into finding ofl, it is obvious that the other 
sectors are already limited in their funds. If another sector is put into 
that program, it will be worse. 


Question: What is PETROBRAS’ budget for this year for purchasing oil? 


Anewer: It is in the order of 750 billion crugeiros for the whole year. 
The capital budget is 159.5 billion and current expenditures 590 billion. 





Question: How is the l0-year master plan for mining coming along? 


Answer: I am calling it the master plan for the utilization of mineral 
resources, not mineral exploration. At the present time, we have already 
passed the prospecting and exploration chapter; we have passed the mining 
chapter and are on the chapter of mineral pectology [as published]. We 
are now giving a very high priority to minerale, with a view to reducing 
imports. In the second place, we can increase the exports of minerals 
such as iron ore. In the third piace, we are giving priority to the raw 
materials for our industries. | am excluding energy-producing minerals, 
which have a policy of their own. What we want to do is avoid the move- 
ment of those minerals as much as possible. It is not only a matter of 
mining those minerals which we need, that is, of attempting to end our 
dependence, but also to avoid the movement of the mineral because trans- 
portation is expensive. That is an overall policy of the sector which 
we are trying to push. On the other hand, there is another important 
point: we are trying to strengthen netional emall and medium business. 
Because up to now the projects were huge; they required a very large in- 
frastructure, which excluded national enterprise. We are formulating 
emall and medium projects and we want to propose ore-currency to the 
president because that way the sting is absorbed by the Mineral Resource 
Exploration Company (CPRM) and the result of that prospecting or the pay- 
ment of that exploration, if it is successful, will be made with the re- 
sult of the sale of the ore. Therefore, it reduces working capital. 
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Question: Are you talking about the mining part as well ae the industrial 
part? 


Answer: Wo, only mining because I believe that my ministry should go as 
far as the ore concentrate. After that, it ie the concern of the Ministry 
of Industry and Commerce. 


8711 
C80: 3001 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


ANTI-FIGUEIREDO DEMONSTRATORS ARRESTED--Eighty students have been arrested 
in a demonstration against President Joao Baptista Figueiredo while he was 
visiting Ribeirao Preto accompanied by Sao Paulo Governor Paulo Maluf. 

The demonstration was staged by about 2,000 persons who booed the president 
as he wae driving down the etreets of that city. [Excerpt] [PY231544 Sao 
Paulo Radio Bandeirantes in Portuguese 1000 GMT 23 May 80] 


SAO PAULO FOREIGN DEBT--According to the report of the secretariat for the 
control of state-owned companies released in Brasilia yesterday, the foreign 
debt of Sao Paulo State amounts to $1.219 billion. [Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO 

DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 20 May 80 p 1 PY) 


RAILROAD ENGINES TO MOZAMBIQUE--Sao Paulo--The vice president for capital 
goods of General Electric, Herman Wever, reported yesterday that his com- 
pany hae signed a contract to export 20 railroad engines to Mozambique. 

The amount involved in this deal is $18 million. [Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO 
BRASIL in Portuguese 20 May 80 p 21 PY) 


POLIO VACCINE FROM USSR--Fifty million doses of oral polio vaccine imported 
from the USSR have started to arrive in the country for the national polio 
vaccination campaign which is to start this month. [Sao Paulo Radio Ban- 
deirantes in Portuguese 0230 GMT 22 May 80 PY) 


SAO PAULO ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION--The Government of Sao Paulo State has de- 
tected an excessive consumption of alcohol and has decided to suspend the 
conversion of gasoline-powered cars to alcohol. According to the state 
secretary for commerce, industries, science and technology, converting the 
cars causes them to use up to 50-percent more fuel. [Sao Paulo Radio Ban- 
deirantes in Portuguese 0230 GMT 21 May 80 PY} 


cso: Wwol 
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CHILE 


MILITARY DISQUIET OVER POLITICAL PROCESS INDICATED 
Santiago HOY in Spanish 16-22 Apr 80 pp 6-8 
[Article by Ignacio Gonzalez Camus: ‘General Contreras' Political Thinking'') 


[Text] Former chief of DINA [National Intelligence Department] 
denies being politician and wanting the destruction of 
non-Marxist parties. There are those who believe that 

the fight among the semi-official civilians will resume 

its full force in connection with the constitutional issue. 
The Catholic Church mediated in this manner, trying to 
anticipate possible events. it issued a declaration 
through the Committee on the Bishops' Conference, objecting 
to @ permanent state of emergency. it noted that the new 
constitution, to be approved legitimately, calls for 

"broad freedom of information, effective respect for privace 
of conscience and true seriousness and honesty in all pro- 
ceedings.'' And it urges Catholics to work so that the 
country may return to institutional normalcy. Concerning 
these issues, the semi-official definitions --not only 
regarding deadlines and ways to get there--have lost a 
little bit of their outlines. Certain adjectives author- 
itarien,” protected’) are disappearing. And Gen 

Augusto Pinochet appears occasionally to discard basic 
concepts. Such as, for example, during a meeting of the 
"Santiago Dueras'' Standard Cavalry Regiment last week, 

when he indicated that ''no activity of a democratic char- 
acter is capable of facing up to Marxism. Some major 
government moves were made in recent days within this 
context. 


The former boss of DINA, Gen Manue! Contreras Sepulveda, Ret., was re- 
cently linked to the group of “hardliners.'' He turned up in a kind of 
a ‘thumbnail sketch’ published in two organs of the "political opening’’ 
sector (QUE PASA andEL MERCURIO )- 
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This was indeed a paradox: the man who ran an agency that made up dossiers 
on the government's opponents now turns up in a report of a similar 
nature, this time offered to the public. 


But the thing that was not covered In the description--which was not 
exhaustive elther--concerning his activities was his political thinking. 
As his friend Alvaro Puga, alias ‘Alexis,’ wrote, "He has never expressed 
himself on that score." 





What is the current viewpoint of this enigmatic personality, extracted 
from his strategic disappearance in order to be exposed to the light of 
day in a rather unwanted manner? 


Contreras Speaks 


Through a third person, the general (Ret.) told HOY the following: 


"If you wanted to put a label on me, you might aay t I co ider 
myself a Chilean nationalist, since | o identi ied. with the destiny 


of Chile as a nation. | am not a politician. | am in favor of the 
postulates of ||) September and | am also in agreement with the president's 
thinking along those lines. 


"| am faithful to both of them. 


"Consequently, in political matters, | disagree with anything that is not 
covered by the provisions of 11 September. if Jaime Guzman moves away 
from that line in some matters, then | do not agree with him; and the same 
goes for Pablo Rodriguez." 


He next talked about the parties which are not Marxist’: "| never at- 
tacked them, except in special cases involving militants who were 
creating conflicts.'' He added that he is not ajainst the existence of 
these groupings as part of a system. He said that he believes in the 
institutional systems "which must exist.'' He conceives it as a function 
of national objectives. 


in relation to international policy, he believes that it is necessary to 
seek an approach not only to the Pacific but also to Europe and America 
bringing about domestic events which would improve the country's image 
and ‘which would create a propitious climate.'' What might one of them be? 
The political opening to the guilds and trade unions? 


Concerning one of the spectacular events of recent times (when several 


thousand Cubans sought asylum in the embassy of Peru in Havana), the 
former VINA boss had this to say: 
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"Could this not be a brilliant move by Fidel Castro to plant his agents in 
the countriesof Latin America? A stampede of these dimensions seems in- 
explicable without the Island region having proposed it. And it would be 
difficult for the governments on the continent to close the doors to those 
people who ere seeking asylum," 


So much for the direct statements by Contreras. 
Other Elements 


Persons connected with him told HOY about other features of his concepts. 
He does not like--they said--the political right wing, nor the economic 
right wing. We believes that the Chacarillas plan caused Gen Augusto 
Pinochet to make a misstep because the general was committed to a "let down 
approach'' due to the deadlines involved. What about the recent references 
to him in the press? They do not worry him bece :se he has already been 
attacked enough. Besides, he does not consider self to be either the 
brains behind nor the leader of any group. 


At a certain moment, persons from his circle added, he believed in a big 
civilian-militery movement. Now he does not see it as clearly. The 

regime would have to continue to be a military one and the administration 
could however allow some civilians in. As for the departure of two out 

of the three ministers whom he charged under the constitution in 1979 
(education minister Gonzalo Vial and foreign minister Hernan Cubillos), 

he believes--according to his friends--that this was a "simple coincidence.'' 


These persons add that Contreras views the advance of the economic groups 
with reservations. He would like greater social investments and more pro- 
nounced government participation. They furthermore maintain that the 
retired general does not have any direct relations with the president be- 
cause trial 192-78, involving the passports, is not yet over. 


Considerations 


Persons connected with Pablo Rodriguez (the most outstanding hawk among 
the sector of "hardliners'') indicate that Contreras’ linking up with that 
group, established through the "'reports'' in the press, is not at al! what 
it appears to be. 


This issue supposedly involves a simple reference to the dictionary. There 
was an abbreviation (DINA) which acquired obscure connotations, capable 
of causing some sad memories. 


Putting the retired general artificially within this context may have been 
designed to stimulate a disquieting association of ideas. Followers of 
Rodriguez maintain that there is no relationship with Contreras. But it 
is not easy for them to state this categorically because they think that 
this hermetic figure does carry weight in military circles. 


56 





As for the greater or lesser power which the former CO of the Tejas Verdes 
Engineer Regiment may have--a man who Is considered the big bulider of the 
Junta's security machinery (first "basic auxiliary Intelligence course" 
given at the end of 1973 within his jurisdiction at Santo Domingo to some 
400 students)--this Is a secret. The retired general, who appears and dis- 
appears at will, has managed to maintain this secrecy without any objective 
quantification. 


Continuation 


The opinion of persons inside the administration is that the fight between 
the ''hawks'' and the ''doves,'' which includes the "silence factor'' represented 
by the former DINA boss, goes on. 


The former supposedly are incline. to disappear from the scene for awhile. 
The words of the''political opening'' political leader Jaime Guzman against 
them (in a weekly magazine) were corrosive: ''They (the hawks) must be 
combatted without let-up,'' because they can become more dangerous to the 
regime's stability and success than the most determined opposition members. 


The bottom line of the "hawks" is that in any case it has been demon- 
strated that the regime has another alternative for which it can opt. 


There are other ramifications which must be taken into account. The arrest 
of the president of the National Federation of Cab Drivers of Chile, Juan 
Jara Cruz, could have consequences for them. 


The "hawks" in effect feel a subtle danger: The attack on Jara could be 
tled in with the support of conspicuous leaders who assured everyone 

that they represent the workers among the middle strata, as part of a 
mutually coordinated plan to continue to obtain advantages in the fight 
with the "political opening'' group. in his statements, Jara unleashed an 
attack against the economic policy which was designed by the ‘'Doves."' 


But there is some foundation to these lucubrations. At the climax of 
their recent open fight with the "political opening'' group, in connection 
with the departure of minister Cubillos, the "hawks" got the sympathy of 
some social groups that support the government but that do not fee! 
represented in the handling of economic policy since it would harm their 
activities in the manner in which they make they make a living. 


And the panorama, within which Jara made his statements, has however still 
not been completed with those elements. 


A high-placed source assured HOY that, on the top floor of the Diego 
Portales building, a report was requested which would reflect the thinking 
of Army officers regarding the impbementation of sector policies. 
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The document=-the informant added=-would make it clear that the concentra~ 
tion of wealth among economic groups would be closely watched, as wel! 

ae the broad powers held by ODEPLAN [National Planning Office] In determining 
policy directions. 


The story adds that Miguel Kast, the minister in charge of ODEPLAN priefed 
the generals in order to present the other side of the !ssue which had 
earlier been outlined by Fernando Dahse (''The Map of Extreme Wealth,'' HOY, 
No. 126); he presented a diagnosis on growth among the economic groups 
with the rendous speed and exuberance. 


Here is one additional consideration: there are those who maintain that 
ODEPLAN (an agency run by the "doves''), undertook a missionary task 
looking to the future. It contacts the best university students with a 
view to expanding the "political opening" cadres. 


There is thus a mutual intelligence struggles going on, with espionage and 
interpretation by each group, regarding the movement of its adversaries. 
in this context, it is not strange that Gen Manuel Contreras, Ret., 
stepped in. 
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CHILE 


COMMENTARIES EXPRESS DESIRE FOR POLITICAL OPENING 
'HOY' Editor on ‘Propaganda’ 

Santiago HOY In Spanish 23-29 Apr 80 p 5 

[Article by Emilio Filippi: ‘Fear and Propaganda''] 


[Text] One of the characteristics of autocratic regimes is their self- 
estimation. Their personalities are convinced of the almost supernatural 
mission which adulation has assigned to them and they claim to be the 
depositories of the absolute truth. Sure of their infallibility, they 
reject any possibility that those who disagree might have something going 
for them. Chile is no exception. 


There are many examples proving what we have said and public opinion can 
recall them without any great effort. This is why failures come out 
looking like successes, mistakes are presented as the right thing to do, 
and weaknesses are pictured as demonstrations of great strength. Helped 
along by intensive propaganda, which is carried out through direct and 
Indirect channels using the mass communications media--whose vast majority 
moreover consists of convinced supporters--the spokesmen without any 
hesitation maintained the unmaintainable. 


With this power in hand, however, they do not manage to win an appreciable 
measure of real confidence in the goodness of their triumph-oriented 
formula. if it were otherwise, one could not explain why they feel so 
afraid of the free expression of the popular will, why they have so much 
doubt regarding their own power of conviction, and why they attribute to 
their adversaries a vassallizing charisma, as if they feel the need for 
repressing any trace of dissidence or attitude of protest. Thus we saw 
the vice presidents of the universities start another new purge of pro- 
fessors because they are afraid that their freely expressed thinking might 
"contaminate'’ the community with "subversive ideas.'' They do indeed have 
@ poor impression of themselves and the cause they represent if they believe 
that by cutting down the tree of intelligence they can get healthy fruit. 
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This display of force, where reason should prevail, is worthy of a better 
cause. It is a pity to look at what happened to the universities whose 
dark night is getting darker all the time. 


But this is not the only place where the fear of the infallible manifests 
itself. in the labor union area, they are afraid of the "political ex- 
ploitation'' of | May and the festival of the workers is given the obvious 
political content of a semi-official celebration. 


Why fear the independence of working men? Why doubt their maturity and 
ability to hold their own meetings without paternalism and without any 
strange sponsorship for whatev.' they are doing? If the regime is so 

sure of the support which it .# s It Is betting from the people and if 

it is so sure of the success of its policy, why should it worry about 

the ''minority groups" and '' + presented groups’ trying to put together 

a big gathering which--givi: chis certainty would have little significance? 


Those of us who do not believe that the government is infallible and who 
are not prepared to accept’ as dogma any propaganda slogan think that, to 
the extent that the government is ready to repress and to prevent the 

free expression of the various human groups in society, it is 
demonstrating its own weakness. The more preparations 

it makes and the more threats come from its spokesmen, the less strong 
does it seem to feel. Nobody explains why, if it is true that the entire 
country supports authoritarianism, after more than 6 years, we continue to 
be in a state of emergency and everybody is so afraid for the regime's 
Stability. 


if we are to believe propaganda, then we are living here in an exemplary 
oasis of security, peace, and promising prosperity. There is therefore no 
justification for imagining these conditions to be the product of repression 
and the permanent ban on free thought. That would be so flagrant a 

moral contradiction that the only thing one could do would be to reject 
outright all of the barefaced propaganda efforts. 


Emergency Measures Questioned 
Santiago ERCILLA in Spanish 23-29 Apr 80 p 10 
[Article by Patricio Aylwin A.: ''Permanent Emergency?''] 
[Text] The recent statement, in which the Catholic Bishops asked al! 
Chileans to try very hard ''to promote the return to constitutional 
normalicy,'' puts the finger on the trouble that afflicts Chile when it 


points out that 'an emergency situation cannot become permanent.'' 


On || March, the declaration of a ''state of emergency'' was repeated for 
the 14th time and we now are entering the 7th uninterrupted year when 
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the system of our government of laws and the fundamental liberties were 
suspended or restricted; there is therefore good reason to say that the 
"emergency situation'' has become ''permanent.'' 


One might say that, in the beginning, there was a ''state of war,'' after 
that we had the ''state of siege,'' and then for a couple of years we only 
had the "state of emergency.'' But apart from ithe fact that the latter-- 

by virtue of the authorities which it progressively assumed--does not 
practically differ from the ''state of siege,'' the one thing that is certain 
is that, whatever you call them, these "exceptional states'' are situations 
of serious abnormality and these are the only cases in which this sort of 
thing would be justified. 


The Institution of the''States of Emergency'' dates back to the Republic of 
Rome where, in view of circumstances seriously threatening the 

domestic order or foreign security, the Senate was able to propose to the 
consuls that they appoint a "'dictator'' who would have full powers, 
especially in military terms. The maximum period of time for the dictator- 
ship was 6 months but there were those that lasted no more than 15 days, 
such as the one by Cincinnatus. 


Somebody said that this institution,''which for 3 centuries helped Rome, the 
great city, time and again to fend off the dangers it faced, afterward 
served to enable the Republic to déstroy its fundamental institutions and 
begin the system of Caesarism,'' which is nothing but a permanent dictator- 
ship. 


For a century-and-a-half, our constitutional system in Chile also--under 
such names as ‘extraordinary faculties'' and ''state of siege or assembly''-- 
agreed to a situation where the congress would invest the president of the 
republic with special powers in cases of ''foreign war'' and "internal 
troubles'' or when required ''by the urgent necessity of the defense of the 
state, the preservation of the constitutional system, or domestic peace, 
and then only for periods of time not to exceed 6 months.'' But those 
"states of emergency'' never went on indefinitely, as they are doing now, 
nor were they instituted by a unilateral decision of the rulers them- 
selves but always by agreement of the congress. 


How can one reconcile the indefinite renewal of the ''state of emergency'’ 
with government declarations to the effect that Chile is an oasis of order 
and tranquility in the midst of a convulsed world? 


Are we sliding along the road toward Caesarism or permanent dictatorship 
which in Rome put an end to the republican institution? 


Or is it true that, after almost 7 years, our rulers have been unable 
to carry out the noble intentions of restoring order and the institu- 
tional system which caused them to assume total power ''only so long as 
circumstances required?'' 
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You either have one thing or another: either there is truth in the genera! 
belief that law and order have been restored in Chile, in which case this 
indefinite renewal can be explained only a8 @ means to prolong the dictator~ 
ship, or there really continues to exist, in the country, @ situation of 
trouble or disorder, in which case one must admit that the road fol lowed 

for more than 6 yeard has failed, if this is so, then the only rational 
thing would be to change it without delay. 


Lack of Public Participation 
Santiago HOY in Spanish 30 Apr-6 May 80 p 12 
[Article by Eduardo Jara Miranda: Revealing Signs’ 


(Text) Various events which have come to the attention of the public in 
recent days must make us think about certain characteristics of the 
current political regime which made it possible for those events to take 
place. 


First of all, in connection with the spectacular announcement of the 
breaking of diplomatic conditions with a country which had "snubbed" Chile, 
the measure was not rendered effective but there was no clear explanation 
for the reasons behind this latter decision. 


Another important event was the firing of the distinguished university 
professor Jorge Millas by order of the president of Southern University, 
@ decision likewise revoked later. 


Both cases involved hasty decisions which later, on the basis of more 
careful study, were corrected. in the case of Professor Millas, the opinion 
of the press and pressure from public opinion in general as well as pro- 
fessors, students, and university people in particular exerted powerful 
infldence. 


In @ democracy, the existence of various decision-making levels and balancing 
mechanisms prevent the excesses of power as well as any hasty decisions 
which must then be modified, with damage to the prestige of the country or 
the authorities. These procedures imply limitations on the power of the 
rulers, one of which is the contro! exerted by public opinion on the acts 
of the rulers. A prudent authority must listen to the voice of public 
opinion and it must do so before making major decisions. When the citizens 
do not have a possibility of expressing themselves--either out of fear or 
because they have no channels of communication--the authorities make 
decisions on the basis of mere impressions or under the influence of groups 
which advocete interests that are not the interests of the country as 

& whole. 
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The above Idea--which to us seems to be the essence of the democratic sys- 
tem==is not shared in government circles. A columnist very close to the 
Palace said recently--referring to causes which he calls ‘a public 

quarre|'' stirred up on the occasion of the petition for the resignation of 
Minister Cublllos: ‘These basic problems, due to the structure of the mili- 
tary system, must without exception be resolved only by General Pinochet." 


We openly reject this manner of thinking. 


The big national problems must be resolved by taking into consideration the 
opinions of the citizens and by giving the citizens an opportunity 

to express their views. The events in recent times constitutes reveal ing 
signs of the consequences deriving from decisions that are made without 
considering the voice of public opinion. 
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COSTA RICA 


PUNTARENAS PORT CRISIS AFFECTING CITY'S ECONOMY 
Lack of Port Traffic 

San Jose LA REPUBLICA in Spanish 29 Apr 80 p 10 

(Editorial: “The Crisis at Puntarenas") 


[Text] The entire economy of the city of Puntarenas has reached a critical point 
basically as a result of the shipping companies’ elimination of the port 
from their itineraries, 


In a way Puntarenas is already experiencing, to a certain extent, what will 
happen when the port of Caldera is opened to international trade. However, 
there are two fundamental differences. There is the government's promise 

to provide Puntarenas with a series of facilities and tourist attractions 
scheduled to begin operating at the same time the port of Caldera is opened, 
and obviously when the Caldera facilities begin operation the people of 
Puntarenas will receive preference to work in them, 


The present situation in Puntarenas is that, as a result of inactivity at 
the port, the entire economy of the city, particularly business, has dropped 
off sharply, creating a very dangerous depression. 


The Puntarenas economy has basically revolved around the docks, ao that 

when they are no longer used because of their deficiencies the city's 

whole economy declines. That situation was noticed in time, and measures 
were taken which will be put into effect when activity is moved to Caldera. 
The fact is that Caldera's debut as an international port has been announced 
for next October, and at the present time almost nothing has been done to 
replace the economic activity Puntarenas will lose as a result of the 
change. 


The serious economic depression we have felt necessitated the formation 
of a citizen's committee to study the causes of the crisis and propose 
solutions. That committee has noted a series of deficiencies in the 
Costa Rican Pacific Ports Institute [INCOP] management, including the fact 
that the top officials of that government body do not stay in the country, 
but are always traveling, most assuredly with all expenses paid by the 
institute. 
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It te not hard to predict that if some measures are not taken to alleviate 
the crieie at Puntarenas, that port will soon be a dangerous focus of 
unrest, If the port ie moved to Caldera and port activity, presently 
diminished, ceases altogether, we may surely expect very difficult times 
in that city, which we should use all possible means to avoid in time. 


INCOP, Coste Discussed 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 1 May 80 p 4A 


(Text) The acting director of the Costa Rican Pacific Ports Institute [INCOP), 
Manual Azofeifa, says that there is little difference in port and goods 
handling charges between the Nicaraguan port of Corinto and Puntarenas. 


To support this he gives the costes for shipments at each location. 


He says that loading and unloading at Puntarenas is charged at $9.18 
(78.95 colons) a ton, while in Corinto the average is $8.92 (76.71 colons), 
a difference of $0.26 (2.24 colons). 


Dock charges for imported goods are $8.08 (69.48 colons) a ton in our main 
Pacific port. In Corinto they are $4.75 (40.85 colons). 


He says that the lower cost in the Nicaraguan port is due to the fact that 
cargo is handled there by machinery, from shipside to the time it is turned 
over to the customs agent. In Puntarenas, on the other hand, a great deal 
of labor is used, which increases costs. The cargo is transported a distance 
of 1,100 meters from the dock to the customs warehouses. 


“However, the difference in cost is not so much as to make the shipping 
companies not use the port of Puntarenas," he stated. 


Charges Are Not a Factor 


He stressed that the increased import charges announced last January are 
not the main reason ships have stopped putting in at the port of Puntarenas. 


He denied that in recent weeks 12 shipping lines have decided not to come 
to Puntarenas because of the increased charges. 


He indicated that ships from the Argentine Shipping Lines, Prudential Grace, 
Johnson Line, Vaporuana Line, Atlas Rifer, and Banck Line shipping companies 
have not put in to that port for the past 4 or 5 years. 


The Armasa Line has not halted its trips, he said, and the Hapag Lioyd and 
Mamenic Lines have formed a consortium under the name Central American 
Lines. "These are not three separate lines, as they have been made to seem. 


He said that this consortium, in a note to the INCOP, announced the suspension 
of shipping until the port of Caldera began operating. That was because they 
had begun using "containerized" shipping service. 
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In the meantime, goods will be offloaded in Corinto, but there are plane 
to transport part of the cargo to Puntarenas in a "feeder" ship. Until 
now, the ship La Bonita has only made che trip a few times, 


Another company that has discontinued service to Puntarenas ie Elma, not 
because of the increased rates, but ae a result of the congestion in the 
port, according to the INCOP manager. 


Nevertheless, he continued, the Japanese lines will increase the movement 
of cargo beginning 15 May, using the container system, 


Necessary Trips 
He called trips abroad made by some officials "necessary and quite proper.” 


He added: "They are part of a personnél training program divided into two 
parts: the executive level (manager and all chiefs) and middle and lower 
level (section heads, longshoremen, "checkers" and operators). 


He said that countries with a maritime tradition and international organiza- 
tions are offering grants that the institute is planning to take advantage 
of for its personnel, 


Such is the case of the manager Alvaro Beltran, who is in New York on a 
2-month scholarship. The institute's engineer, Juan Felix Martinez, who 
hae worked in the organization since last November, is on his way to Japan 
to study port and harbor engineering for 5 months. 


He said that he himself is a candidate for a 2-month grant in Spain. 


"None of those trips is costing the institute a cent," Manual Azofeifa 
stressed, 


He stated that the manager usually stays in Puntarenas, except on Tuesdays 
when he must attend a meeting of the National Port Advisory Committee in 
San Jose. 


No Neglect of Port 


The acting manager of INCOP said that this institution is not neglecting 
the ports, for it has invested over 10 million colons in improvements over 
the last few months, to the point where wharf No 1 has been returned to 
service and wharves No 2 and 3 improved (the latter for use by barges). 


He anticipated that the so-called dock of the pigeons which had never been 
occupied at all despite an 1l-million-coton investment, will be floored 
so that fishing and tuna boats can dock there. 
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Port Traffic 


He said that during the firet half of this year, 98 ships arrived. During 
the same period last year, 127 arrived and in 1978, 104. "The difference 
is really small if one considers that one wharf was out of service," he 
etressed, 


He said that they expected traffic in the port this year to increase over 
last year, according to projections. 


They expect to handle 354,000 tons of import goods and 80,000 tons of 
export goods. 


During 1979, 354,399 tone of imports and 94,483 tone of exports were 


handled. In 1978, the figures were 347,478 for imports and 105,473 for 
exports. 


Related to that movement, in the first 3 monthe of this year, 88,628 tons 
of imports were transferred, and 19,772 tons of exports; during the same 
period in 1979, 81,985 tons of imports and 26,231 tons of exports; 

and in 1978, 90,336 tons of imports and 34,667 tons of exports. 
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WRITER GIVES IMPRESSIONS OF LIFE IN CUBA 
Parie LE MONDE in French 18 Apr 80 p 8 


[Review by Marcel Niedergang of the book "Cuba Quand Meme" [Cuba in Spite 
of Everything] by Marie-France Mottin. Editions du Seuil, 250 p] 


[Text] There are several ways of attempting to understand the Cuban 
reality. The way of travelers passing through, who are a priori for or 
against, is of necessity superficial. For 20 years, the Cubans have been 
properly irritated by excessive praise then caricatured criticism. For 
her part, Marie-France Mottin chose the longest and richest way. She 
decided to live the daily life of Cubans who for 2 decades have been sub- 
jected to severe food rationing and had to get in line to catch a guagua, 
a bus that might not show up, to buy fruit, eggs, a pencil or cosmetics. 
She experienced the very precise surveillance of the Committees for the 
Defense of the Revolution which are aware of and have a hand in everything; 
their streak of allergy to this burdensome ambience. 


This exceptional experience has produced for us an account which tells us 

ten times more about the Cuban revolution than many analyses. In particular, 
she throws light upon the profound reasons for this flight by a host of 
people eager to leave the country, to take refuge in an embassy in the 

hope of finally obtaining an exit visa for the United States. 


At first glance, there is no merit in Marie-France Mottin's adventure. 
Like so many others, she fell in love with Cuba right away. Coming out of 
the Canadian mists, she loved the sun, the laid back nature of a warm, 
fraternal society in which human relations still have meaning. "I felt 
good there..." She is not an activist, is not a member of any party; this 
disconcerted the petty distrustful buereaucrats who placed obstacles in 
her path, kept her under surveillance and questioned her. 


Cuba, in spite of everything, is also a love story troubled by too many 
knife thrusts. Marie-France Mottin, Like the Cubans, soon became allergic 
to robotization and bureaucratization. She is hesitant in voicing her 
disappointments. "Should one wash dirty linen in public?" This admission 
of apartial disillusionment, of a passion that is turning out badly is 
alsohappily a lesson in humility. There is a bit of naivete in Marie-France 
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Mottin's account but aleo, as in Cuba, a great deal of warmth, real sympathy, 
fairness in her comments and happiness in her expressions. In short, it 

is a leason in good humor in the face of this ever-promised tomorrow which 
never arrives, in the face of “problems” (a keyword in Cuba) which must be 
resolved. Her conclusion: Cuba ie not a proletarian paradise, but it is 
aleo not a tropical Gulag. Health and education continue to be the two 
exceptional jewels in the Cuban experiment. However, "dissatisfactions, 
discontents, frustrations of all kinds, lost illusions, without mentioning 
capitalist tastes: that is the underlying opposition..." Fidel is still 

the "chariematic leader" whom no one challenges in spite of the difficulties. 


"The Cubans have grown tired of many things but not of Fidel." 
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MATERIAL INCENTIVES TO BE GIVEN TO AGRICULTURAL WORKERS 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 28 Apr 80 p 5 


(Interview with Daniel Fajardo, chairman of national committee on human 
resources, by Ramon Alberto Bendoyro: "Progress in Finished Field Method") 


(lext] The payment of wages based on the finished field method and bonuses 
for yield has started in all the agricultural enterprises in the country. 


In the opinion of all those involved in encouraging agricultural tasks, 
these methods of wage stimulation are one way to solve the problem of pro- 
duction in this sector. 


This required the study of the forms used until now like tying the wage to 
the norm. This gave a valid economic impulse but became stagnant and led 
to negative regression in discipline and results. 


In order to gather the necessary experience and consult with agricultural 
workers, sector and district chiefs, directors of enterprises, specialists, 
etc., a national committee was created (with individual committees for each 
province). It consists of representatives in the area of human resources 
from MINAG [Ministry of Agriculture), CETSS [State Committee for Labor and 
Social Security] and SNTA [National Agricultural Workers Union]. 


Daniel Fajardo heads this national coumittee which has a great deal of 
work to do at this time: detailed discussions about everything involved 
in that activity, a tour through several provinces and visits to more than 
20 enterprises including La Cuba in Ciego de Avila. 

Daniel answered some questions from JUVENTUD REBELDE. 


Finished Field? 


"The finished field concept is merely the adjustment of the value of the 
work done in a specific area; different activities will be done through a 
contract with one or more agricultural workers. It is not really a new 














Daniel Fajardo, chairman of the national committee 


concept since the capitalists applied it, using labor as the index based 
on the quality and the time needed by the best worker. 


"Daily discussions with the worker and measurement of the increase over 
the norm are eliminated. Everything is done spontaneously, using quality 
as the only premise in the established contract. 


"The intensity of the work increases through longer hours worked or the 
help of relatives (which is permitted). This helps finish the activity 
more quickly. 


"After finishing, the quality of the work done is verified and the pay 
established beforehand is delivered. The administration of the enterprise 
can make as many contracts as there are tasks in the productive areas. 


"The contract will specify who does the work using what instruments and 
materials and, if it is mechanized, what equipment." 
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Bonuses for Yield 


He continued his explanation: "The system of bonuses is created to stimu- 
late yield per caballeria in each field based on the best results achieved. 
A mational index has been proposed. If it is accepted, then the bonus 
scale would function as follows: the worker who achieves 80 percent of 
the appropriate index in his field will be given 5 percent of the to 

Wage earned in the activity. 


tal 
"If he achieves 90 percent, the bonus will be 10 percent; if the maximum is 
achieved, he will receive 15 percent. In case of overfulfillment, 20 per- 
cent is given which is the maximum. If an agricultural worker is able to 
surpass the yield and the total of the work done is worth 800 pesos, then 
he will receive 960 pesos." 


Transition Toward Superior Stage 


Fajardo explained that the methods that are already being applied based on 
the experience obtained will cover the 5-year period 1981-85. This will 
allow increased organization and the resources to take the leap toward a 
superior form of organization of agricultural work after that period. 


The form that will be used then will be payment for the final result of 
production that the workers in permanent brigades should attain. It is 
thought that payment can be 80 percent for the work done and the remaining 
20 percent for results. This is the method used in other socialist coun- 
tries with magnificent results. 


Contract with One, Two or More Workers 


The chairman of the national committee explained: "The idea of how men 
should be grouped to work in the fields is in brigades of 8 to 15 men al- 
though this does not mean that a contract cannot be made with one, two or 
three workers, however they want to group themselves. 


"The workers will group themselves based on their individual productive- 
ness and discipline. That is very valuable for achieving results since 
the mechanical and manual work and the effort of the individual are 
decisive. 


"This eliminates the problem of whether I work more or less than you. By 
grouping spontaneously and based on personal conditions, work maintains a 
positive rate. 


"This will unquestionably establish categories in the collectives. The 
less productive workers will join those that are more or less like them 
and the leader will be the one who is capable of maintaining discipline 
based on their interests. Absenteeism will be ruled by internal laws and 
the problems that afflict us now will disappear. 


72 





"The participation of relatives will only be limited by the contracted 
workers themselves. They will be in charge of them if they do 
not know and demanding quality, discipline and productivity if they do not 
have it. There are already experiences of 

have been eliminated." 


Norms Disappear? 


Among the advantages, Fajardo indicated that the norms 
daily with the workers would disappear. They wi 
lish the value of a field and the contracts since this 
role as to what wage can be paid and how long the work 


The old norms are still being applied. Characteristically, they consis 
of different measures that are too high or too low. That will no longer 
be an obstacle when the new list of national norms is made. 


He reported: "The list can be put into effect as the studies in each field 
are done. They must all be finished by the first half of next year. Each 
enterprise, in accord with its territorial conditions, car apply them de- 
pending on the difficulty of its fields. 


"Of course, based on constant experiments with new varieties which give 
greater yields, some changes can be foreseen but they will be in the in- 
dex, not the norm." 


= 


What about Livestock? 


In the case of livestock, Fajardo explained that the application of the 
finished field method can be done in the agricultural part: sowing of fa 
ture and forage, etc. However, with the animal directly (fattening, 

ing, rearing, births, deaths and milk production), it is necessary —— 

study what forms of payment should be applied. 


Bonuses can be established based on indicators of efficiency (decreased 
deaths, increased births, etc.). 


A committee formed by CETSS, MINAG, SNTA and Bulgarian specialists has 
made a tour through several provinces to observe the livestock activity in 
practice in addition to discussing with those involved some ideas on meth- 
ods of payment. (The criteria must be ready by the end of the first half 
of this year.) 


Personnel Available 


"Undeniably the application of this payment system for 80 percent of the 
activities implies a more limited use of personnel than before because the 
work force is better exploited. The surplus must be relocated to other 
agricultural activities. 





"One example is in Granma Province where 5,000 men remained available. 
ny ~~ e will permit increased production quotas because more areas can 
cared for. 


"The mobilizations of the past are no longer necessary because, as at La 
— rational use of the regular workers eliminates the need for 2,000 
volunteers .' 


Students in Field 


Concerning the participation of the students, he indicated: "It is true 
that most of the care of the fields is in the hands of the students, espe- 
Cially in Havana, but the possibility of making them participants in the 
benefits has not yet been studied. 


"Nevertheless, we have the example of the tobacco plantations in Manicara-~ 
gua where the agricultural worker demands quality work from the student. 
The students have reacted favorably and do not want to be transferred from 
the fields because they have seen the results and have taken care of their 
fields. 


"Some method that covers this participation in agricultural work must be 
Studied because they are an important force." 


General Support to Application of Method 


"Throughout the tour of the enterprises in the different provinces, we re- 
ceived the support of all those who know that this is the solution of the 
agriculture problem. That is a material incentive for the worker." 


We can add to this that there are also bonuses to section chiefs and bonus 
funds that the enterprises can obtain through their economic management 
which are distributed to the administration and the workers. 


The increase stipulated in the wage reform benefits everyone as do moral in- 
centives, reorganization of the unions and emulation. 


All of this will affect the agriculture se tor which can then carry out 
the role entrusted to it by the party plenum to ‘mprove the feeding of our 


people. 
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CUBA 


PRICES FOR FARM GOODS TO BE INCREASED 
FL262228 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2110 GMT 26 May 80 


[Text] The State Committee for Prices hae announced that work has been 
completed that will result in changes of prices at collection and pre- 
processing centers (precios de acopio) effective 1 January 1981 in order 
to stimulate productions of the greatest social interest in a planned 
manner. In this way, current average prices will be increased in all 
cases which in turn will reflect the cost of production more adequately 
and, at the same time, will contribute to the function of economic esti- 
mates at enterprises. 


Other fundamental objectives of the reform are to raise the economic effi- 
ciency of the agricultural-livestock sector, cto encourage peasants and 
enterprises to increase production and to promote the correct application 
of economic relations between the state and private sectors. 


The reform establishes uniform and single prices for the entire country, 
keeping in mind the various seasons of the year for the crops which require 
this [uniformity] in order to prolong the harvest periods. The price re- 
form refers to the establishment of seasonal prices which will be determined 
by the cyclical nature of the crops that norm lly are produced in certain 
periods. The purpose of this is to encourage an extension of the productive 
and consumption period with an adequate payment to producers. 


In the same manner, special prices will be established for quality and 
additional premium payments for the overfulfillment of delivery plans by 
state enterprises as well as by cooperatives and individual peasants. 


The reform will establish uniform prices in the state, cooperative and 
individual peasant sectors. It also will establish equal tariffs for the 
services offered to small farmers and cooperatives, 


The new prices represent average increases in all farming sectors. Follow- 
ing are examples of some of thess prices: The price of sugarcane is raised 
31 percent, increasing from 8.63 pesos per 100 arrobas to 11.32 pesos. A 

quintal of plantain or starchy vegetables increases from 3.98 peros to 8,25. 
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A liter of fresh milk increases from 12 cents to 29 cents, Black beans 

are now priced 22 pesos per quintal at the collection and preprocessing 
center and the price reform raises it to 27,50 pesos, A quintal of toma~- 
toes increases from 6 pesos to 7,50, and out of season--June to December~~- 
from 8 pesos to an average of 23 [ae heard). Another example of the changes 
in prices at collection and preprocessing centers ie that « pound of pork 
on the hoof increases from 29 cents to 43 cente, 


The State Committee for Prices pointe out in ite report that with the reform 
in the col.section and preprocessing center sector, price increases have 
been establ.ehed for all agricultural-livestock producte including coffee, 
tobacco, fruite, vegetables, tubers, beans, corn and cattle, 


The reform will become effective 1 January 1961 although the possibility of 
advancing ite implementation for some products is under study, according 
to the report of the State Committee for Prices, 


Current collection and preprocessing center prices do not respond to an 
adequate economic evaluation or to the fundamental functions which prices 
would play in a socialist economy or to the epecific conditions of develop- 
ment of the agricultural-livestock sector, Therefore, the decision to imple- 
ment the reform ie justified, The price reform ie aimed at stimlating 
production and raising the levels of distribution of agricultural-Livestock 
goods to the people, 
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CUBA 


COMMENTARY: FREE PEASANT MARKET WILL BENEFIT ALL 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 23 Apr 80 p 3 
[Commentary by Orlando Gomez: "Creation of a Free Peasant Market") 


[Text] The recent approval of Decree Law No 66 by the Executive Committee of 
the Council of Ministers covering the establishment and development of a free 
peasant market throughout the country is undoubtedly good news not only for 
emall farmers and cooperative members but also for the people as a whole. 


The successful experience of other friendly socialist countries in this area 

of rural markets was the principal factor which led us to the decision to 
establish such a market in Cuba. For many years those markets, called 
"kolkhozes" in the Soviet Union, cooperatives in other countries, and the like, 
yielded their peoples considerable quantities of food on the basis of selling 
any surpluses of agricultural production on the free market. 


Surplus production is understood by private farmers and cooperatives to mean 
quantities which exceed the figures established in buying and selling plans 
and contracts particularly applicable to farm products as agreed upon with 
state warehousing enterprises. With regard to secondary products which are 
not part of the state plan agreed upon with private farmers and cooperatives, 
they can also be taken freely to that market. 


The peasant market will also include the sale of surpluses obtained in pro- 
duction areas set aside for home consumption by agricultural workers in state 
agricultural enterprises. 


Market sales may also include the commercializable production of agricultural 
products obtained by persons residing in urban centers (except Havana City 
Province and other places totally urbanized and densely populated) or agri- 
cultural areas which, without being in the category of private farmers or 
cooperative groups, produce in lots, gardens or patios of their own, which 
they are legally entitled to use. 


In our opinion, the establishment of the free peasant market will go a long 
way toward stimulating rural agricultural production and will furnish cities 
and villages ever-increasing quantities of foodstuffs enabling their residents 
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to have greater amounte of euch items ae tubers, vegetables, fruita, cereals, 
meat (except beef, but all the others), dairy products, eggs, flowers and the 
Like. 


At the same time, by being interested not only in fulfilling their comm cwence 
to society through the sale of a large part of their excessive agricultural! 
production to state collection centers but aleo paying back the great benefit 
they receive fiom that society represented by the socialiat atate, the peasants 
will see their financial incomes grow and, eventually, their standard of 

living aleo, to the extent that they produce more to exceed the levels agreed 
upon with the collection and processing center thus having more products to 
sell in the markece, 


Trade carried on in the free peasant markets, subordinate to and organised 

by municipal organizations of the people's government and controlled and 
supervised by the Ministry of Domestic Trade, will not be directly subject to 
etate planning. 


In other words, the state will not tell the cooperatives or their members 

or private farmers or state agricultural enterprises in their areas of hom 
consumption or citizens who own plote of land and may also wieh to sel! thel: 
agricultural production what programs or amounts to use in putting their pr 
ducts on the peasant markets; nor will it establish the prices at which the) 
must sell those agricultural products in the markets. It is thie aspect which 
qualifies the market as being “free” in the sense that the state does so 
dictate programe or prices to those who are selling their products. 


Put in other terms and using the existence of the economic law of value in 
socialism, what is evident in those markets in a spontaneous way but within 
certain limits due to the influence of socialist-state agricultural trade is 
that selling prices for products sold to the people in those market» w! 
freely agreed upon between sellers and buyers through the principle aupp 
and demand. 


Another aspect which should be pointed out in this commentary, to « 

will be added in the future, is that among all the groups which migh« | 

pate in those markets in quantity and quality of items designed to «: J 
markets on a high level are the prosperous CPAs or Agricultural and |! vee oc) 
Cooperatives. The CPAs have shown in daily practice that, for the mo 

they double and even triple their farm production, yields and produ 

and the per capita production which is traditional for the individs 

farmer. 


And the reason for this production phenomenon so benefictal to the 
ooperativeiste and society as a whole is that everything is done 
Labor, production and profits are shared by the entire collective | 
first of all, everyone is part owner of the means of production, nat 
including ite fertile lands. For this reason, in the next few mont! 
years we shall see how the CPA's agricultural and Livestock surplus: 
the most extensive in the free peasant market and, therefore, coli: 

in each of those areas will be the most beneficial to the people 
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Lastly, we foresee great success for thie magnificent idea initiated by our 
government and by the ANAP [National Association of Small Farmers], since, 
through that means, not only will thousands of cooperative and private farmers 
benefic but aleo, and especially, those who, like us, live in cities and 
villages, ae we shall be able to obtain producte which will be freely sold 

in municipal peasant markete. 
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CUBA 


SHOPS OPENED IN HAVANA FOR RETAIL SALE, DISTRIBUTION 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 22 Apr 80 p 4 


[Article by Jose Norniella: "Eight Shops To Be Inaugurated for Retail Sale 
and Distribution of Products to State and People") 


[Text] “Eight new places of business or shops associated with two business 
enterprises of the State Committee for Technical and Material Supply (CEATM) 

of Havana and dedicated to the retail sale and distribution of equipment, spare 
parts, miscellaneous parts, accessories, tools, materials and other processing 
items to state firms and the people will be inaugurated on 30 April," CEATM 
Vice President Luis Gaspe announced during a press conference held in this 
capital. 


"This is a new kind of selling we are trying to introduce into the country 
with the aim of achieving more flexible distribution in the supply of tech- 
nical and material products,” Gaspe said. 


The City of Havana Universal Products Enterprise now has a network of four 
shops of this kind for retail sales to central organizations, enterprises 
and budgeted units. These shops are one general-merchandise store at Salud 
313; one shop for cutting tools, millwright-equipment spare parts and acces- 
sories in Guanabacoa; one for electric and electronic equipment, precision 
tools, spare parts and accessories in Lucena y San Miguel; and one for 
chemical reagents and laboratory glassware at San Miguel 711. On 30 April 
we shall also inaugurate a shop specializing in protection equipment and 
devices and another for agricultural hand tools. 


Four more shops of this kind will be opened this year to satisfy government 
retail demand, and one shop in Reina y Lealtad (former Feito y Cabezon) to 
sell the people hardware. 


Also on 30 April, the City of Havana Provincial Enterprise for the Supply and 
Sale of Equipment and Spare Parts will open six retail shops for the sale of 
equipment, spare parts and accessories for automotive vehicles. 


Approximately 3,200 owners of vehicles from the socialist camp will be taken 
care of at 25 and Hospital. The shop at 31 and 58 [streets], Marianao, wil! 
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be devoted to capitalist vehicles. There will be three other shops to satisty 
atate retail demand for all kinds of trucks and one for the sale of bearings. 
Three other shops will also be opened this year for the same types of equip- 
ment. 


With this sales system it will be possible for budgeted enterprises and unite 
to purchase the products which are really needed at any given moment, thus 
avoiding any unnecessary increase in their inventories; this, in turn, will 
enable them to use their financial resources more wisely. Moreover, they will 
find it easier to plan, particularly with regard to their level of spare parts 
or stock. 


There is better utilization of transportation. As additional information we 
shall summarize the results of a study made over a period of 10 days in one 
of these shops--the one at Salud 313--relative to the utilization of trans- 
portation. About 55 trucks came to the shop with a total carrying capacity 
of 460 tons and they transported merchandise weighing less than 35 tons; this 
meant that only 7.5 percent of their carrying capacity was being used. 


The two enterprises will distribute the products sold in less than 72 hours. 
using 8 or 10 trucks and pickups and 3 or 4 motorcycles to make collections. 


An important administrative measure to be instituted is a system of sales 
through the use of nontransferable checks with billing within 5 days. This 
will make it possible to eliminate a substantial part of the personnel 
normally employed in billing; it will reduce the amount of cash in circulation; 
and it will provide for more rational use of the financial resources. 
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NATIONAL TRADE SERVICE MEETING CHANGES REPAIR SYSTEM 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 27 Apr 80 p 2 
[Article by Ivon Chiong: "National Trade Service Meeting Ends") 


(Text) One of the agreements of the national trade service meeting was to 
change the technical organization of providing service. The meeting was 
presided over by three members of the Central Committee--Flavio Bravo, 
Faustino Perez and Reineiro Jimenez Lage--and by Serafin Fernandez, alter- 
nate member and minister of domestic trade. The meeting held at the Rene 
Fraga Moreno Teacher Training School in Matanzas ended on Saturday. 


The delegates also approved the proposal to review and update existing 
rates in different activities when the structure meets the demands of the 
new organization established. 


Also a suggestion for the modification of Resolution 178 of 1977 will be 
drawn up and sent on. It establishes guarantees for household appliances 
Which, among other aspects, makes it possible to immediately exchange ap- 
pliances that have defects discovered during the initial period of use. 


Specifically, a new repair system will be established for televisions, 

home refrigerators and washers by zones. A general mechanic will be re- 
sponsible for fixing those appliances in homes in a certain area as well as 
in the shop. 


Also a generalized form of a single wage rate for technicians based on the 
general features established and taking into consideration the peculiari- 
ties of each province and shop will be applied. There will also be maxi- 
mum time limits for giving service. 


Another of the agreements referred to clocks. It will establish smaller 
repair centers in all heavily populated areas, locating them in retail 
units or appropriate service units. They will begin to operate in June. 


At the last session, Flavio Bravo, vice president of the Council of Minis- 
ters, stated that the party and the government are very concerned about 
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immediately solving the problems involved in service to the people which 
is a source of irritation. He asked that the agreements made with the 
four work committees be put into practice as soon as possible. 


Serafin Fernandez was in charge of the conclusions of the meeting. He 
gave a brief explanation about the present situation of repairs which 

have increased dramatically during the last few years due to the increased 
ownership of domestic household.appliances. 


Repair of Domestic Household Appliances 


A new organization for the repair of televisions and refrigerators will go 
into operation soon, according to what was announced at the national trade 
service meeting. 


Giving service in the home means that a mechanic has the responsibility 

for fixing the appliances in a certain area. He will carry a number of 

esseritial parts with him. If the problem cannot be solved in the home, 

the appliance will be sent to the shop where the same technician will do 
the repairs. 


This system has the advantage of linking the mechanic and the appliance 
from the diagnosis until the final repair. It identifies him and makes 
him responsible for the entire service process. 


To control the quality of repairs and attention to the customer, a brigade 
chief will visit the home within 24 hours of the repair work and will ver- 
ify the facts of the service offered. 


As part of the flexibility in the repair of household appliances, parts and 
accessories will be sold in specialized stores to replace deteriorated ones 
Whose repair does not need attention from the shop or technical knowledge 
for replacement. 


The service schedules will be adapted to the new conditions and demand. 
The normal schedule will correspond to the officially established schedule 
for each province and in each activity. The special schedule would extend 
half a day beyond the normal schedule, either before or after this depend- 
ing on the starting and finishing time. 
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CUBA 


DOMESTIC TRADE MINISTER DISCUSSES CONSUMER PROBLEMS 
FL281222 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 28 May 80 


[Text] Domestic trade services have not measured up to the revolution's 
efforts toward development. Thie constitutes a challenge for the workers 

of that sector who feel indebted to the people. This wae stated last night 
by Serafin Fernandez, minister of domestic trade and alternate member of 

the party Central Committee, during his appearance in the well-known "Public 
Information" TV program to answer the basic concerns of more than 1,360 
persons who had sent in their questions and requests. 


Fernandez referred «specially to the problem of rationing, which, he 
asserted, has helped to maintain a fair distribution of essentials but it 
will disappear to the extent that we are able to fight for our development. 
The fact that Cuba is an underdeveloped country, he said, and had to devote 
large resources on its industrialization, did not prevent, however, the 
people's consumer index from growing each year and rationing iteelf from 
evolving with the help of the parallel market, This, he said, is an inter- 
mediate stage between rationing and a totally free market which contributes, 
along with the peasant free market, to eliminating the so-called marginal 

or black market which often relies on illegally obtained items. The parallel 
market is to be augmented and developed further in coming years. 


Concerning price increases, Fernandez stressed the influence of inflation in 
the capitalist world, albeit, he explained, the Cuban state is subsidizing 

a large part of the shortage that the merchandise that it buys in those 
countries so that the people can later purchase it at reasonable prices. 
[sentence as heard} 


Concerning the recent wage reform ordered by the government, he said that 
a corresponding increase in retailers’ prices will gradually be applied 
although in a smaller scale. He explained that the revolution's policy 
has invariably been designed to protect lower income groups and social 
strata, 


Citing date from the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, Fernandez argued 
that Cuba has a nutrition level that is higher than that of many countries, 
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especially in the Latin American area, He gave Bolivia, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Dominican Republic, Haiti, Honduras, Peru, Venezuela, Brazil, 
Costa Rica and Chile as examples, Fernandez confirmed that efforts in 
social nutrition have been especially effective in health, life expectancy 
in men and women and a reduction of infant mortality. All this, he added, 
in a nation condemned by imperialism to starving to death. 


Among the complaints taken up by Fernandez, were the deficiencies in the 
design and quality of clothing and footwear, especially orthopedic shoes. 
He said that measures are being taken in conjunction with the manufacturers 
to eliminate, above all, the subjective factors involved in this problem, 
In thie connection, he mentioned that merchandise was being rejected for 
further work and that a fair would be held in June for industries to ex- 
hibit the merchandise they intend to manufacture for trade, a practice 
which has been successful in other socialist countries. 


Fernandez also dealt with delays in the distribution of other articles such 
as meat and poultry, owing, fundamentally, to temporary deficits in inven- 
tories, and the distribution of milk, which is not even throughout the 
country. He said that this is caused by differences in consumer habits and 
population density among other factors. 


Other topics discussed were deficiencies in the repair of clocks, minor 
appliances and electric household equipment, and the poor service in commer- 
cial establishments in general, among them upholstery and laundry establish- 
ments. Independently of the objective difficulties that were raised, 
Fernandez emphasized that efforte must be doubled in regard to exigency 

as the only ethical policy to advance in this area, 
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VILLA CLARA SDPE ORGANIZATION, PROBLEMS DISCUSSED 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 28 Apr 80 p 2 


[Article by Marcos Alfonso: "Control of Economic, Financial Resources of 
Enterprises, Positive Results in SDPE Implantation") 


[Text] Better control of economic and financial resources of enterprises 
is one positive result of the implantation of the SDPE [Economic Manage- 
ment and Planning System) in Villa Clara Province. 


Elia Garcia Patino, second secretary of the party provincial committee in 
Villa Clara, and Abilio Alfonso, head of its economic department, reported 
this to JUVENTUD REBELDE. They also talked about the experience of the 
implantation of the SDPE in that territory. 


Abilio: The province is absorbed in the tasks of checking the system. We 
held seminars and formed a team for overall control of this activity. Af- 
ter this was done in the enterprises and budgeted units and then munici- 
pally, the work involved in all the tasks of the system was evaluated at 
the provincial plenary meeting. 


Elia: In addition to better control, the objective achievements include 
centralization of warehouses (for example, in the Ministry of Construc- 
tion); there were cases of enterprises with up to 80 warehouses. This si- 
tuation has been changed. There are inventory standards and better ac- 
counting and statistics control. 


In this last aspect, we have a critical case--Corralillo--which has not 
attained y7 percent even though the province overall has attained over 96 
percent in the presentation of information on time. 


Abilio: As to planning, it can be stated that all the enterprises have 
already made their plans and they have been discussed with the workers. 
There is a better understanding of the investment process. We already 
Know the exportable funds of the enterprises and they are controlled 
statistically. 











Elia: Bank credit plays an important role in economic management effi- 
Clency of the enterprises and forces the directors to weigh the use of re- 
sources, wage expenditures, the material goods acquired and the way to use 
idle inventories. Those directors are already thinking like real 


management . 


ECOA-13 [Architectural Projects Construction Enterprise 13], for example, 
had financial difficulties that even caused delayed payment and everyone 
was involved in the problem. Vigorous measures were adopted and, thanks to 
‘nis work, although that enterprise is not in a comfortable financial si- 
tuation yet, its management has improved notably. Certainly this has a 
subjective effect on the philosophy of the directors of these entities and 
those who direct the economic affairs. 


Abilio: There is still concern about costs and profitability and the de- 
cision about what type of production is most «conomic. 


Prices 
Abilio: With SDPE mechanisms, price reforms become indispensable. 


Elia: We created the provincial fair for unsold products which had posi- 
tive results. About 3.5 million pesos' worth was sold, clearing out many 
‘nventories. This is not the only result from the economic point of view; 
it forced the enterprises to look at their idle inventories and report 
them. It also confirmed the idea that when they were going to Suy more 
than usual, they should request permission. 


Abilio: Although 100 percent has not been achieved in contract relations 
in the province, there is concern among the enterprises to go to this sys- 
tem between sellers and buyers. 


Work Organization 


Abiliv: We still have weak points; for example, everything related to 
work organization. We have not standardized all the {obs we should; all 
possible workers are not tied to the system. Also thei" should be pro- 
gress toward a strengthening of the mechanisms under this management; 
this effort should be made. 


Elia: It is necessary to stop using technical criteria and go to organi- 
zation from its simplest basis to the most scientific concepts, based on 
the concrete elements and conditions of each place. 


Abilio: This affects the efficiency and management of the enterprises in 
developing work productivity without large investments. 


Elia: It could also be s*..: that planning has systematically improved in 
the province, motivated by «eater awareness of organization in financial * 
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management (savings in wage funds and better sales management). In the 
first 2 months of the year, there was an issue of 5 million pesos and about 
1.5 million pesos were taken out of circulation, 


The most important problem is sales negotiations. The city of Santa Clara 
organizes weekend fairs that help sales while contributing to popular 
recreation. 


Abilio: There is a savings network but it is still inadequate. Santa 
Clara has a single agency and there are no mechanisms to stimulate this 
activity (prizes and interest). The people do not feel compelled. The 
Situation is even more critical in the peasant sector and I believe it 
needs national and provincial solutions. 


Other Problems 


Abilio: Planning is too centralized. There is no territorial plan and 

the plans of the units in that region are not handled at this level. This 
is defined nationally since the methodology does not permit it to be done any 
other way. The same thing happens with the investment process. Mechanisms 
that permit the territory to participate more must be established. These 
are aspects now being analyzed by JUCEPLAN [Central Planning Board]. 


The same thing happens with the elaboration of the plan in the enterprises. 
Although it is discussed with the workers, there is no response to the en- 
tities themselves or the branch organizations about how that plan ends up. 


Another problem is consumption standards where there are no mechanisms of 
control. In practice, production standards to control this and real ex- 
penditures have not materialized. 


The same thing happens with the relative economic independence of the en- 
terprises; this has not matured yet. 


Elia: Management organization of the people's government is far from 
achieved. There are material problems in some cases and conceptual ques- 
tions in others. A study is being done for the middle of the year to in- 
prove this situation. Villa Clara will go to a joint enterprise for local 
transportation and a study is planned to transfer this to other entities. 


In summary, the work of the SDPE is widespread and there are many angles. 
There is hard work because implantation will sooner or later spread every- 
where and result in overall benefits for the provincial and national 
economies. 
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CUBA 


BRIEFS 


JOVELLANOS PARTY MEETING--The municipal party meeting to evaluate, elect 
and/or reelect officers in Jovellanos [Matanzas Province] has concluded 
after more than 8 hours of analyses and debates in which the 320 delegates 
to the meeting participated. The meeting marked the beginning of the pro- 
cess of meetings at the municipal level to prepare for the second party 
congress. It was chaired by party Politburo member Osvaldo Dorticos Torrado, 
Matanzas party First Secretary Julian Rizo and provincial and municipal 
party officials. The members of the municipal party committee were elected 
and, at ite first meeting, it elected the members of its executive bureau 
and ratified Augusto Barcena and Horacio Valenzuela as first and second 
secretaries, respectively. [Presumably of executive bureau] delegates to 
the provincial party meeting, nominees for delegates to the party congress, 
and candidates for membership in the provincial committee and Central Com- 
mittee were elected at the meeting. Esteban Lazo, second secretary of the 
provincial party committee, described the meeting as successful because it 
fulfilled its objectives completely. [FLO21235 Havana Domestic Service in 
Spanish 1100 GMT 2 Jun 80 FL) 


MACHADO EASTERN TOUR--PCC Politburo member Jose Ramon Machado Ventura has 
urged all workers to take advantage of the good weather to intensify the 
planting to sugarcane and other agricultural activities. The leader made 
the statement during a tour of the Arquimides Colina and Ranulfo Leyva 
sugarcane enterprises in Granma Province. He also visited the Veguita Norte 
tuber farm in the Yara municipality, where he termed positive the progress 
made in the cultivation of numerous varieties. He urged the workers to make 
greater efforts to attain scheduled goals. [Text] [F&3’&203 Havana Domes- 
tic Service in Spanish 1000 GMI 31 May 80 FL] 


AALAPSO AFRICA DRIVE--The ceremony marking the end of the world drive in 
solidarity with Africa was held last night in thie capital's city museum. 
Sponsored by the Afro-Asian Latin American People's Solidarity Organization 
[AALAPSO], the ceremony was attended by members of the organization's Secre- 
tariat, officials of the RBG Central Commitree Foreign Relations General 
Department and representatives of leftist parties and liberation movements 
accredited to Cuba. Raul Conde, ambassador of the People's Revolutionary 
Guinean Republic, spoke on behalf of the African states. Juan Pardo of the 
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AALAPS) leadership read the communique iseaued by the General Secreta: iat, 
which resides abroad, The AALAPSO communtque urges the progressive and 

revolutionary forees in the world to support the etruggle of the Namibian 
and South Afirean peoples and demands an end to apartheid, (Text) ([Flili-o) 
Havana Domestic Service in Spanieh 1000 GMT 31 May 60 FL) 


CZECHOSLOVAK GEOLOGICAL TALKS--Dr Josef Pravda, director of the Geologica! 
Office of Ceechos lovakia, hae toure: vubea‘e central provinces where impor 
tant geological work te under way by Ceechoslovak and Cuban experte ae 
part of the cooperation program in that fleld, During hie 2-day etay in 
central Cuba, Pravda visited severe! areas covered by the current geoloe 
ieal aurvey of the escambray, wht: egan tive yeare ago. He aleo visited 


‘ 


new areas to be ineluded in the next 
cooperation program on the etudy of 


Cuban geology. 


five yeare in accordance with a CEMA 
Pravda ia back in 


Havana to fficial talke wit! iban offictale in order to eign an 
intergover ‘| agreement, [Text] L101605 Havana Domestic Service 

in Spanieh 1350 GMT JU May 80] 

ESPIN ADDRESSES NURSES’ CONGRESS~-Comrade Vilma Eepin, member of the Counci! 
of State and of the PCC Central Committee and president of the Federation 
of Cuban Women, today attended 4 work session of the firet congress of the 
Cuban Association of Nurees at the plenary hall of the Palace of Conventions 


in Havana City. In @ speech Vilma praised the work of the members of our 
country's ganitary brigades who lend their services in rural areas which, 
prior to the revolution'’s triumph, had never had medical attention. She 
noted the successes attained by the comrades in vaccination campaigne, 
dental eervices for parente and children, teaching the use of contracept ‘v« 


devices and so forth, She stressed that the santtary brigades have con 
tributed to the reduction of the child mortality rate °o 4 lewel of 19 
per 1,000 birthe. Vilma Eepin etreseed the degree of responsibility show 
by these women throughout the veare. ‘She also welcomed with profound em 


tion the agreement adopted by the congress delegates aimed at contributing 


to restore anc repair the Le Van (ar hild care center, which wae criminal! 
destroyed week ago. in closing, Vilma said that thie magnificent congre: 
is a demonetration of our people's creative work. [Text] [FL302212 Havanese 
omestic Service in Spanish 21% fay 80] 
BIOVOGCICAL SEMINAR«-Jose Ramon Fernands« member of the PCC Central Com 
anc vice president of the Council of | stere, has chaired the opening 
session of the first ecientific ser : the Cuban Assoctation of 
ical Sciences at the Cuban Academ, ences, The opening remarke wer: 
made by Maria Teresa del Valie, presi f the scientific organigat | 
sponsoring the activity. The participants in the event will diecuese 161 
reports. lext FL302223 Havens ervice in Spanish 21350 GY 
4 Va a) 
ANT at ; ember Jorge Ramon Machado Ventura 
ae tec areas being Worked on t enetuela sugarcane enterprise ir 
Lee e Province for the rep acing the sugarcane verie' 











affected by rust disease, The Politburo member pe'nted out that after com- 
pletion of the epring planting plan, it will be ne..eeary to perform the 
weeding taske with all available resources, We aleo praised the effort 

of the Clego de Avila people in doing these tasks without outeide help for 
three coneecutive harvests, He said there quet be no let up on the elimina~ 
tion of weede from 41) sugercane fields so a8 to make the next harvest «4 
productive one, ([F1292324 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2300 GMT 

29 May 80) 


CEREMONY HONORING MININT MEMBERS--Luie Orlando Domingues, member of the PCC 
Central Commiteee and first secretary of the Union of Young Communiete (UIC) 
National Committee, hae stressed the moral greatness and historic stature 
of the organization in hie closing remarke at the UJC ceremony honoring the 
Interior Ministry [MININT) combatante, Com ander of the Revolution Ramiro 
Valdes, member of the PCC Politburo and minister of the interior, chaired 
the event at a epecial MININT unit in Havana City. The solemm ceremony 
began with the Cuban and UC honor flage marching in ae the Revolutionary 
National Police | PNR) band played a revolutionary hymn, Second Lt Jose 
Humberto (Keipo), an internationaliet combatant and winner of the Pedro 
Soto Alba merit award, made the opening remarke on behalf of the UJC mili- 
tants working in the Interior Ministry. In hie closing remarke at the cere- 
mony marking ne more anniversary of the Interior Ministry, Luis Orlando 
Domingues refer.ed to the moral greatness and historic stature of the ineti- 
tution, He praised those who are fulfilling internationalist missions, the 
members of the PNR and border guard unite, those who are charged with the 
personal security of our leaders, firemen and all members of the Interior 
Ministry. He noted the efforts of those fulfilling the etrategic mission 
guarding embassies and diplomatic missions and recalled the name of soldier 
Pedro Ortie Cabrera. In closing he said the Interior Ministry members are 
an example for our people and youth and, in addition, an indestructible 
guarantee of the revolution. [Text] [FLO22069 Havana Domestic Service 

in Spanish 2002 GMT 2 Jun 80) 


REFUGEE ISSUE STRENGTHENED REVOLUTION--Rosendo Canto, chairman of the Com- 
mittee for the Reconciliation of the Cuban Family and director of the Cuba 
House in Madrid, has said in the Spanish capital that the Cuban revolution 
has been further strengthened since the alleged politicel refugees invaded 
the Peruvian Embassy in Havana. After spending several weeks in Cuba, Canto 
eaid on his return to Madrid that Cuban President Fidel Castro has won 
another battle and has shown hie great intelligence and political acumen 
once again. The Washington administration has no other alternative but to 
negotiate, Canto said concerning U.S. President James Carter's refusal to 
admit in the United States those who are taking boats out of Cuba with all 
the facilities provided by the Cuban authorities. He said that the nego- 
tiations will have to be direct without resorting to third countries. Other- 
wise no solution will be possible since Cuba will never allow agreements 
injurious to ite sovereignty. [Text] [PA202020 Havana International Service 
in Spanish 1600 GMT 20 May 80) 
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WO CHI MINH BIRTHDAY EVENT«-A cultural event wae held last night at the 
Cuban Inetitute for Priendehip with Peoples on the cecastion of the 90th 
birthday anniversary o: President He Chi Minh, father of the Vietnamese 
motherland, The event, which wae sponsored by the Cuban Committee of 
Solidarity with Vietnam and the Union of Cuban Weitere and Artiste, wae 
chaired by Faure Chomon, member of the POC Central Committee and ambassador 
to the Soctaliet Republic of Vietnam. (Tran Hu Chi), politicoal adviser 

of the SRV Embacey in Cuba, wae alec present ae well ae other officials of 
that diplomatic mission. A group of Vietnamese poets, narratore of the 
deede of their herele people, read some of their more important poem, 
Felix Pita Rodrigues, internationaliet poet who performed in Vietnam while 
the North American bombe were destroying ite cities, recited a combative 
poem dedicated to Preaident Ho Chi Minh, Likewlee, Adolfo Marti read the 
poem “With He Chi Minh Again,” which wae written during Beijing's treacher-~ 
Owe aggere@eion againet thet southeast country. Other poete who recited 
poems were Lule Marre, Jose Martines Mato, Luie Suardiag and David (Cherisian). 
Subsequently, actress Miriam (Learre) recited poems authored by President 
fie Chi Minh, while Marte Valdes, Jesue del Valle, Yoya Guerra and Cesar 
Portillo de la Lue sang songe about Vietnam, [Text) [FL221410 Havana 
Domestic Service in Spanieh 1100 GMT 22 May 80) 
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DOMINICAN REPUBL I\ 


WESSIN ACCUSES BALAGUER OF CONSPIRACY 
PA290218 Madrid EFE in Spanish 0220 GMT 28 May 80 
\Article by Rosendo Sepulveda) 


(Text) Santo Domingo, 27 May (EFE)=-Retired Gen Elias Weasin y Wesein, presi- 
dent of the Quiequeyan Democratic Party (PQD), today accused former Presi- 
dent Joaquin Balaguer of directing a conspiracy against President Antonio 
Guaman's government. 


in an unexpected statement, Wesein y Weesin, a traditional opponent of 
Balaguer, placed his party members at the service of the government "to 
neutralize any attempt to undermine the constitutional regime.” 


He eaid that former President Balaguer's reformist party has deliberately 
been ‘cornering’ the government. He cited a document in which the party 
refused to approve any new foreign loans that might be submitted for the 
consideration of che congress. 


Weesin y Weasin, former “strongman” during the 1965 civil war, asked the 
parties and the press to give the government “a reasonable grace period” to 
expiain the seriousness of the economic situation and adopt measures to 
overcome difficulties. 


He also called on all sectors to maintain the stability of national institu 
tions. 


"We oll agree that the present government has not managed the nation's eco 
nomic affaire with enough expertise and that the kindest word that could be 
used here ia incompetence, but it would be unfair not to admit that the 
government has complied with the most spurned principle of democratic socie- 
ty--respect for human dignity,” he said. 


Weesin's statement was made hours before President Guzman is to make a speech 
in which he is expected to announce important changes, even at the level of 
government employees, in his economic policy. 


CSO: 3010 








DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


BRLEFS 


PQD LEGALLY RECOGNIZED--Santo Domingo, 22 Apr (LATIN)=-The electoral board 
today granted legal statue to the Democratic Quisqueyan Party (PQD) of re- 
tired Gen Elias Wessin y Weasin. The PQD becomes the first party to achieve 
legal status after it lost it when it did not obtain the minimum percentage 
of votes in the 1978 elections. [PA220452 Buenos Aires LATIN in Spanish 
2156 GMT 22 Apr 80) 
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GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH POLAND--Poland and Grenada have established 
diplomatic relations at the ambassadorial level effective 30 May, it hae 
been announced in Warsaw in 4 prese release which expresses the decision 
of the two nactone to expand their ties of friendship and cooperation, 
(Text) [FLO214639 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1417 GMT 2 Jun 80) 
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GUATEMALA 


MUNICIPAL ELECTION RESULTS REPORTED 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 29 Apr 80 p 2 


(Text) "The Revolutionary Party [PR] won the largest number of votes in 
the recent elections, where the parties participated on their own," 
Gonzalo Yurrita Cuesta said yesterday in asking the press to make clear 
that “announcements made by the public relations office of the Nationalist 
Authentic Central Organization (CAN) are completely false. 


"The CAN claims to have been the party with the most votes, but to show 
that thie is not true, we could, if necessary, publish the official tally 
sheets (not those of the parties) of the municipal and departmental 
electoral boards in the press, since these show the true results,” 
Yurrita Cuesta added. 


With documents in hand, the above-mentioned leader said that his party 
participated in 108 municipalities on its own, and of these it won 29 
mayoral races with 37,917 votes, followed by the CAN, he said, with 
35,746 votes, but with the difference that this party participated in 
130 mayoral races, winning 33. 


Yurrita Cuesta also revealed that the MLN [National Liberation Movement] 
won third place in the voting with 35,370 votes in the 153 municipalities 
in which it participated, winning 22. 


The DC [Christian Democrats] participated on its own in 129 municipalities 
and obtained 33,030 votes, winning 23 mayoral races; the PNR [National 
Reformist Party) went alone in 12 mayoral races without sinning any; 

the FUN [Nationalist United Front) participated in 9 mayoral races, winning 
1 in San Carlos Alzatate, Jalapa; and finally, the PID [Democratic 
Institutional Party) participated by itself in 4 mayoral races, winning 
just i in Sacapulas, Quiche. 


"As can be seen,” Yurrita Cuesta concluded, “the CAN beat the PR in mayoral! 
contests, as it obtained 33 while we won 29. However, if we consider the 
fact that the CAN participated in 130 mayoral races and we in only 108, 

it is obvious that the electoral percentage favors us.” 


9015 
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GUATEMALA 


CEM DEPUTY DISCUSSES ROLE OF MILITARY 
Guatemala City DIARIO DE CENTRO AMERICA in Spanish 28 Apr 80 p 8 


[Text} "The Guatemalan Army, like the armed forces of Latin America, has 
linked the notion of military security with the idea of develcoment, since 

it is felt that development cannot exist without the necessary security, 

just as we cannot claim that effective security exists without development. 
Development becomes popular and engenders security when the distribution of 
its fruits takes solid shape socially," said Infantry Col Boris Rebbio Porta 
Espana, assistant director of the Center for Military Studies (CEM), during 
the graduation ceremony of the 15th Clase of the Advanced Weapons Course 
which was held in the CEM auditorium. Colonel Porta Espana added that, 
“considering the above, our study programs, in addition to the strictly 
military area, are complemented by a series of courses of a general nature, 
such as economy, sociology, constitutional law, international law, scientific 
methodology, the employment of human resources, etc., the object of which 

is to help the professional military officer to obtain a broader view of 
national and international reality and problems, and, on the basis of this 
knowledge, to be in a position to become involved in the efficient development 
of our country.” 


Ceremonies 


The graduation ceremonies of the 15th Class began with the singing of the 
national anthem and the reading of the General Order of the Army and the 
Order of the Day. 


Colonel Porta Espana then gave the graduation address, and this was followed 
by the conferring of the diplomas and awards on the graduating officers. 


Outstanding Officers 


Three junior officers distinguished themselves in the graduating class. 
Foremost was First Infantry Capt Otto Perez Molina, who was given an award 
for his dedication by National Defense Minister Brig Gen Angel Anibal 
Guevara Rodriguez. 
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In second place was Firat Infantry Capt Cesar Francisco Najera Avendano, 
who was presented with his award by the chief of the Army General Staff, 
Brig Gen Rene Mendoza Palomo, 


And in third place in the clase was Firat Infantry Capt Eduardo Arevalo 
Lace, who received his respective award from the director of the CEM, 
Col Jose Oscar Sandoval Torres. 


The 15th Clase of the Advanced Weapons Course has a total of 24 junior 
officers, whose professionaliam evinces the high quality of the training 
provided to its officers by the Guatemalan Army. 


Participante in the Ceremonies 


Among those attending the graduation in the CEM auditorium were the minister 
of national defense, Brig Gen Angel Anibal Guevara Rodriguez; the chief of 
the Army General Staff, Brig Gen Rene Mendoza Palomo; the director of the 
Polytechnic School, Brig Gen Hernan Ovidio Morales Paiz; the director of the 
CEM, Col Jose Oscar Sandoval Torres; the assistant director, Col Boris 
Rebbio Porta Espana; the commander of the Gen Justo Rufino Barrios Military 
Zone Headquarters, Col Humbert» Mejia Victores; the commander of the 

Honor Guard Military Brigade, ‘ol Horacio Egberto Maldonado Schaad; the 
commander of the Tactical Security Group of the Guatemalan Air Force, 

Col Ricardo Mendez Ruiz; the commander of the Army Engineer Corps, 

Col Luis Joaquin Gonzalez Amezquita; the army public relations chief, 

Col Marco Antonio Castellanos Pacheco; and professors, guests and members 

of the graduating class. 
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JAMAICA 


BRIEF! 





FIVE KILLED--Kingeton, 31 May (EFE)--A total of five dead, several injured, 
and material damages was the balance left in an outbreak of violence at the 
‘lympic Gardens in this capital, it was officially announced today, The 
police identified the five persons killed during the clash between members 
of People's National Party in power and the opposition Jamaican Labour 
Party. it wae aleo reported that knives, firearms and homemade bombs were 
ueed during the clashes. The army and the police were sent to the area, 
They killed a gunman who was shooting at the security forces care when they 
intervened, [Text) [{PAO10011 Madrid EFE in Spanish 1522 GMT 31 May 80) 
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COUNTRY SECTLON NETHERLANDS ANTILLES 


DUTCH CONSIDER RECOLONIALIZATLON 
Amsterdam ELSEVIERS MAGAZINE in Dutch 19 Apr 80 pp 50-52 
Article by Peter van der Schaft: "Should Antilles Become a Colony Again?" | 


‘Text It is very likely that the Netherlands must 
revert to colonial measures in the Netherlands Artilles. 
There have been requests for a government commissioner 
for St. Maarten. The report of the Bakhuis commission, 
set up by the state government in Willemstad, gives a 
damning opinion on the government of this island. The 
Dutch parliamentary delegation which recently visited 
St. Maarten is hardly any more discriminating in its 
pronouncements, ELSEVIERS MAGAZINE went to St. Maarten 
for its own opinion. 


St. Maarten, Monday--After discussions with the “viceroy of St. Maarten" 
Claude Wathey, accused in the report of the Bakhuis commission, and the 
leader of the growing opposition, Vance James, a temporary conclusion can 
be drawn: St. Maarten is being governed like a business which hasn't 
existed very Long and which is experiencing a very rapid expansion. In 
such a company one looks primarily for results; procedures are worried 
about afterward. In that growth, serious mistakes have sometimes been 
made; the system of democratic rules of the game, modelled after the 
Dutch system, sometimes has thus gotten into tight straits. Also in the 
ruling Democratic Party of Claude Wathey, who is being blamed for all the 
bad conditions, it is recognized that things must finally be put in order. 


The latter is extremely necessary. One of the conclusions of the Bakhuis 
commission is “that the governing apparatus in St. Maarten is not function- 
ine properly.” Causes: “The lack of an effective opposition and lack of 
(good) organization. The report states: “One (can) speak of continued 
financial mismanagement and improper government.” Thus “public moneys 

and goods have been criminally abused for too long.” The Bakhuis com 
mission quotes 1] examples which supposedly show the mismanagement and 
abuse: unlawful enrichment of individuals (sometimes civil servants) at 
the expense of the community, and patronage. The samples the commission 
enumerates are perplexing to the Dutch mind, but a lot more examples ought 
to be found, according to rumors in St. Maarten. 





The man in power, Claude Wathey, eclwes that wholeheartedly: "That is pre- 
cisely my objection to the report of the Bakhuis commission. Through 
the choice of errors which have been made, and which I don't deny, the 
report has acquired a political character. The members of the commission 
have let themselves be tempted to quote cases which are connected with « 
Democratic Party in one way or another, while other cases were not con- 
sidered, iicluding those in which relatives of the commission members are 
involved. Therefore I do not wish to defend myself against the accusations 
mentioned in the report. The report has been drawn up by the state govern- 
ment in Curagao with political objectives. Although it had been ready for 
quite a while, p'blication was delayed until the elections in order thus 
to benefit the opposition." 


Wathey, who was elected deputy (comparable to alderman) during the island 
council elections in 1979, does not exclude the possibility of errors 
having been made, but then only administrative and procedural errors. "We 
are a small island and have developed tourism without Curagao's support. 
We have had to do everything ourselves. Curagao was a hindrance rather 
than a support. In a period of 10 years we have been able to bring the 
island to great economic prosperity (which is also recognized by the 
Bakhuis commission); we've had to work hard for that. And from chipping 
come chips, as you say in the Netherlands. But there is no question of 
criminality. As a result of the report, two detectives came from Curagao 
in order to investigate. In the findings, the public prosecutor has seen 
no cause for prosec' tion." 


The administrative organization is a chaos. That is not only the finding 
of the Bakhuis commission, but of everyone on the island. Civil servants 
who do not come to work and still get their salary; even the case of a 
civil servant who had died quite a long time ago, but whose salary was 
faithfully cashed by relatives. The ci il servants who do work don't do 
so in a very effective manner in general. The causes? According to 
Claude Wathey, an insufficient level of training and experience of the 
civil servants. The Bakhuis commission and Opposition Leader Vance James 
agree with that, but add to its patronage, the typical Latin-American 
system of giving jobs to relations in order to buy votes through that. 


Wathey doesn't deny that the system of patronage exists: “No one minds 
helping a good relation with an appointment; the SPM [ Socialistic 

Peoples Movement | (the opposition party) does that too. SPM Leader 

Vance Jamest “Now, how can an opposition party appoint people to jobs? 

The biggest problem in patronage, however, is that insufficiently qualified 
people are appointed to too difficult posts, often in supervisory capaci- 
ties. That has a demoralizing effect on the other civil servants and 
decreases the quality of the performance of the civil servant machinery." 


Business people who are used to thinking in terms of administrative organi- 
zation in the Western World encounter problems in St. Maarten. Wathey 
indeed seems to play a key role. ELSEVIER was told in various ways “If you 
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want something settled, you have to go to the pier early in the morning or 
late in the afternoon and talk with Claude." Deputy Wathey can indeed be 
found on a terrace on the pier in the capital, Philipsburg, practically 
every day. There he “holds office” for everyone. After many futile con- 
tacts with the administrative office, ELSEVIER also finally found Wathey 
on the pier. During the discussion, the neat gentlemen in suits were 
obvious among the tourists: they were waiting for Claude. It is extremely 
frustrating for sympathetic civil servants; it is crippling to the effec- 
tiveness of an official organization; it is a fast and effective way for 
business or for just anyone who simply wants to put a problem before 
"Claude." Deputy Claude Wathey indeed works in the manner of the authori- 
tarian, autocratic businessmant short lines of communication, little con- 
sultation, rapid decisions: the profile of the director of St. Maarten, 
Ltd, 


"It's the only way to do it," says Wathey; “if you don't make quick deci- 
sions with investors, they disappear immediately and invest their money 
elsewhere. In our area there are other islands with sun and beautiful 
beaches bordered by palmtrees. Investors are not waiting for St. Maarten, 
but we are waiting for them. We need thems they bring prosperity to the 
people of St. Maarten.” 


The development of tourism has put Wathey in the right, at least on this 
point. The Caribbear Hotel Association speaks with appreciation of the 
accommodations and tie facilities, which increase in step with tourist 
Visits, about 12 percent per year. 


The composers of the Bakhuis report note, not without envy, that St.Maarten 
has experienced the most rapid development of all the Dutch Antilles (the 
composers are all from Curagao, where tourism has come to a dead end since 
the Willemstad riots). Wathey however does appear to go along with the 
conclusion of the commission that the development has led to an overheated 
economy. He says: “Perhaps it has all gone too fast. Now we will stop 
further development. We now have almost 2000 hotel rooms and apartments. 
We will complete the plans we have approved. Afterward we'll have to 
start consolidating." That sounds nice, but according to calculations of 
the Caribbean Hotel Association that means yet another 1439 rooms and 
apartments. Of those, the Dutch Westermeyer Group takes over 1000 units 
for its account. 


It is remarkable that Wathey’s critics also appreciate his energy and his 
devotion to the island. A Duch crane operator, working on one of the hotel 
construction projects, vented his wrath at length on “conditions which 
would not occur in the Netherlands." He ended his tirade with: "But if 
Wathey were forced to leave, all of St. Maarten would collapse." 


Similar words also come from opposition circles. Netherlanders, who in 
general vote nore for the SPM, says “He is everywhere. During the hur- 
ricane you saw Claude on the spot, while Vance James stayed behind his 
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microphone." Vance James himself, a businessman and director of one of 
the radio stations besides being the »pposition leader: "The population 
talks about Claude. He is the political father figure who settles every- 
thing. When you have problems, you go to Claude; he'll settle it. It 
is the basis of patronage." 


The lack of an effective opposition is one of the causes of the problems 
according to the Bakhuis commission. Aruba, Bonaire and Curagao each has 
its own island council (comparable to a municipal council). Because the 
three windward islands: St. Maarten, Saba and St. Eustatius are too 
small, these have a joint island council with 15 members, 5 for each of 
the islands. In the framework of decentralization, each of the islands 
has a branch within the island council which meets and makes decisions 
separately. 


During the island council elections of 1979 the opposition formed a block 
of 10 seats altogether: the SPM with two seats in St. Maarten, the WIPM 
(Windward Islands ‘.. \‘ ‘cal Movement ) with five on Saba and three on 
St. Eustatius. ‘!.s the DP [Democratic Party] with three seats in 

St. Maarten and (. ceate in St. Eustatius apparently forms a minority. 
Apparently, since tue really important decisions are made in the branch 
meetings. Wathey's DP has three seats in St. Maarten and Vance's SPM 
has two. The Bakhuis commission has advised the state government in 
Curagao to change the island council arrangement in such a way that the 
(minority) opposition is in a better position to exercise its rights and 
to demand public meetings (now the majority is needed for that). 


The SPM is a new phenomenon on the political horizon of St. Maarten. 

Its origin in 1979 shows parallels with D'66 [Democrats '66 : a small 
group of dissatisfied intellectuals who for quite a while had been think- 
ing that things could be different, first as a debating club and in 1978 
-- with the elections at hand -- as a real political party. Promptly 

34 percent of the votes were acquired. According to Vance James those 
came primarily from people who worked outside of St. Maarten for a while 
. « «and know how things can be done.” 


But with 34 percent of the votes the SPM still has a minority in the 
branch of the island council. Vance James' feeling of powerlessness is 
compensated for by a certain optimism: "There are more and more educated 
St. Maarten people who see that things can no longer go on like this and 
know that things can be done differently. We must show the state govern- 
ment in Curagao and the Netherlands that we ourselves are capable cf put- 
ting things in order. If that isn*t done, then perhaps there should be 

a Dutch government commissioner. I don't exclude that possibility." 


The sending of a government commissioner hangs as a threat over the rela- 
tions between the Netherlands and the Antilles. Prime Minister Don 
Martina has rejected it in advance. The parliamentary delegation also, 
although sanctions were not excluded. PvdA [ Labor Party | Delegation Mem- 
ber Knol wanted to block all development moneys tor St. Maarten. That 


103 











punishment wae aneweted with a atile by Claude Wathey: “We don't see much 


of that development money anyway. The projects for which we need the money 
get hune up in Willematad,” 


Something has to happen; everyone agrees on that. But what? Claude 
Wathey is against a government commissioners “Then we will have difficul- 
ties.” We wants a new commission of investigation “not composed of Curagao 
people, but of Dutch experts.” This commission must repeat the work of the 
bakhuis commission ("but then without ulterior political motives") and give 
4 Clear picture of where the shoe pinches. On the basis of the results of 
thet investigation, he wante an adapted program for technical aid, especial- 
Ly if an adMinistrative and organizational respect, in order to set the ad- 
ministrative apparatus on ite feet with the aid of Dutch spedaliste. 


However, whether there is interest in Willemstad in Wathey'’s suggestions, 
Which are in fact directed against the Curagao supremacy, is 4 good 
question. 


in the coming weeks the Antilles parliament will have to study the situa- 
tion in St, Maarten. The developments are closely tollowed in the [Duteh } 
second chamber. CDA [Christian Democratic Appeal. specialist Piet van Zeil, 
the leader of the parliamentary delegation, puts the Antilles legislature 
under pressure: “If nothing has been done within a year, the chamber will 
insist on 4 government commissioner.” 


Will the Netherlands then get a real colony again? It is to be hoped that 
this desperate temedy is not needed. Reserve and relativization are es- 
sential on the Dutch side. In Latin America things happen to be com 
pletely different from what we are used to in the Netherlands. 
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NICARAGUA 


CONSOLIDATION OF INTERNAL STABILITY SEEN AS ACHLEVED 
Managua BARKICADA in Spanish 6 May 80 p 3 


(Text) The Couneil of State represents the interests of 
the nation. Our primary mission is national production. 
The will of the masses is the atrength behind recon~- 
atruction. This revolution was made so that there would 
never again be any backing down. Mixed economy and 
pluraliet framework are guaranteed. National unity 

to build the future. Excerpt from the message of the 
National Reconstruction Government Junta to the people 
of Nicaragua, read by Comrade Sergio Ramirez Mercado 

on the occasion of the installation of the Council of 
State on 4 May 1980, Day of National Dignity. 


When, on that 4 May 1927, a traitor by the name of Jose Maria Moncada 
decided to back down before the United States representative Henry L. 
Stimson in Tipitapa, at a moment when the fatherland was 

being occupied by the troops of the invader, from the very bottom of our 
history, from deep down inside the humble people and the oppressed people 
of our land, in the name of the miners, the craftemen, the landless pea- 
sants, the shoeless ones and the ragged ones, there rose our national hero, 
the founder of our nationality, Augusto Cesar Sandino. And it was Sandino 
who called that day, 4 May, the day of national dignity. 


"The day of 4 May which we talked about is indeed a day of national cele- 
bration,” said Sandino, “but it is not because on that day Moncada 
negotiated the liberal army away Like a herd of cattle in Tipitapa, no it 
is not indeed. It is a national celebration because that was the day when 
Nicaragua proved to the world that its national honor cannot be humiliated, 
that it still had sons who, with their blood, would wash the stains of the 
others away.” 


This is why our Sandinist Revolution, our People's Revolution, picked that 
Gay to install the Council of State, as the most concrete way to demon- 
strate the democratic vocation and the participative essence of this pro- 
cess. Because this was precisely a full historical struggle of our people, 
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extending from the dark daye of conquest, a struggle involving the ware of 
independence, the national war against the filibusterers, the people's ware 
against United States intervention, a struggle which led to the Sandinist 
victory of 19 July 1979, #o that here, for the firet time, we might in- 
atall a legislative body of thie kind which would truly represent the in- 
tereste of the nation. 


lt wae precisely that struggle, it wae precisely those combats, it was 
precisely thie victory so that here, in an assembly, the seate might be 
taken up by the peasants, the workers, the teachers, the fighting women, 
the free newepapermen, the young people, the halfbreeds, in a word, all 
of the forgotten; the army that won thie war, the armed forces of the 
people; the people's representatives from the residential districts, or- 
ganized in the CDS [Sandinisat Defense Committees); so that the political 
parties, allied in support of the revolutionary undertaking within the 
patriotic front and those who are not allied in thie undertaking, as well 
ae the labor unions and the businesemen participating in national recon- 
etruction might take their seate here, in thie assembly. 


A really democratic exercise, a really pluraliet exercise which is only 
possible thanke to the tireless struggle, the sacrifice and the blood 
of our fallen brothers. 


The National Reconstruction Government Junta is taking this opportunity, 

at which we are installing our Council of State, in the honorable presence 
of special invited guests who came to represent legislative bodies from 
sister nations, for the first time to address a message to the nation, a 
message to our people, which reflects the efforts made by our government in 
ite stewardship. A message which we delivered to the Council of State 
which here represents all sectore of our people, all sectors of the 
country. 


in this message we do not simply want to list the achievements of our 
revolutionary government in its task of advancing national reconstruction, 
with revolutionary honesty we must also talk--perhaps first of all--about 
our difficulties and the mistakes we certainly made. We must not lose 
sight of the fact that this government sprang from an armed struggle, that 
this victorious armed struggle, headed by the Sandinist National Liberation 
Front, led the way to a new order in Nicaragua whose construction has been 
a tough task day after day. The liberation war did away with the old, 
corrupt and murderous order in order to build the new order. And that task 
is not completed; moreover, it has just begun. 


But if there is something fundamental we must point out then it is that, 
during those first few months of revolutionary construction, our country 
consolidated its domestic stability; we have guaranteed peace and security 
for the Nicaraguans; we have returned the tranquility to our homes which 


106 











the dictatorship had taken away from them; we have given our people back 
ite hope in the future, along with the etrength and the enthusiasm, the 
self-denial and the valor that are needed to organise the conetruction of 
thie future; we have won the respect and simiration and love of ali 
peoples of the world. And all of thie ia due to our effort, to our com- 
mitment, to our task, 


But we are still beset by basic probleme which we gust solve with a view 
to national reconstruction within the immediate framework of the Economic 
Reactivation Plan for 1980 which te our baptiem of fire. Our primary 
mission is national production, ite increase and diversification, and we 
must make every effort toward the attainment of thie goal, 


The Economic Reactivation Plan, which is being carried out under the per- 
manent coordination and evaluation of our Ministry of Planning, has com- 
pleted ite first quarter and it is perhaps very early to measure the 
results. But we can say nevertheless that, in general terme, we can ob- 
serve 4 significant process of reactivation in the production sphere. 
Right now, thie is most evident in industry, primarily because the 1979- 
1960 agricultural season has not yet ended and because we are still being 
swept along by the effects of the liberation war. 


In the industrial sector, it was the food, clothing, leather and shoe 
industries which recovered most. We still encounter limitations in the 
textile, chemical, lumber and construction materials industries. In the 
fishing and mining sectors, as we will explain later on, we achieved a4 sub- 
stantial increase. The price rise on our products on the international 
market is a favorable element which will enable us to top our export tar- 
gets. 


Recovery has been slower in the construction industry but we hope to achieve 
noteworthy increases during the next several months. 


in the agriculture and livestock sector, the coffee output targets were 
exceeded and we had excellent results in tobacco, sesame, and sugar. The 
most severe problems came up in cotton because of the drastic reduction in 
the planting area and in basic cereale; this has created obvious difficul- 
ties in our domestic supply situation. The output of meat, milk, eggs, 
and poultry is going up in spite of the fact that these food industry sec- 
tore still suffer from the serious consequences of the war. 


We are trying to improve real wages and the social wages of the workers and 
to maintain control over the rate of inflation; we are fighting to provide 
more jobs, to reduce the unemployment rate, and we have created new sources 
of work, in order above all to counteract the effects of idle time in the 
field which prevailed primarily during these months just prior to the 

start of the agricultural year. 
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We are aleo struggling to solve the problems of basic commodity supply, 
including consumer goods, and to keep prices for the people's shopping 
basket steady, We must not forget that we are going through 4 post-war 
period, that the economy has suffered severe damage, that the process of 
restoring production is underway but slow; that we are struggling under 
the burden of an excessive foreign debt constracted immorally by the 
dictatorship. Nor must we forget that, as our fundamental support, we 
have the will of our people and their determination to work; there hae 
never been a people anywhere in the world which, master of ite destiny 

and inapired by the will to build, following the achievement of liberation, 
can be defeated in a task of national reconstruction. It ie the firm will 
of our working masses, the will to cooperate among patriotic and honest 
Nicaraguans, in all fields of production, which will guarantee the success 
of reconstruction and the success of our Economic Reactivation Plan whose 
goals we are eure of attaining. 


The National Reconstruction Government Junta wishes to reassert ite deter- 
mination to advance--up to their last consequences--the intentions of our 
Sandinist People's Revolution. This revolutionary undertaking, backed up 
by the blood of thousands of workers, young people, women, and children 
who fell in the trenches and in the mountains will not suffer any setbacks 
nor can it be diverted from ite basic goals which consist in the integral 
and profound transformation of our society, in returning to the humble 
people and the dispossessed of Nicaragua their right to be free; a freedom 
which consists fundamentally of full and guaranteed access to work, decent 
housing, education, and health. This revolution will not stray, nor will 
this revolutionary government stray from that choice of the disadvantaged 
and the dispossessed as the fundamental subjects of this historical pro- 
cess, thie option in favor of the poor. 


We also declare that we will continue to guarantee the mixed-economy system 
where the participation of honest and patriotic businessmen, desirous of 
joining the national reconstruction process and the building of the new 
Nicaragua, is assured; where the framework of pluralist participation by 
all those political, labor union, and association forces, which reflects 
the makeup of this Council of State, will continue to be the political 
framework for this process. 


We reiterate our determination, as we have done so far, to advance the 
government program issued at the beginning of our term of government; and 

we repeat that, in accordance with this program, elections will have to be 
held in Nicaragua through which we can decide the selection of our municipal 
representatives, as well as the representatives of a national assembly, 

along with the authorities in the executive branch. This is a pledge made 
to the people which shall be redeemed for the people. 


We urge national unity in order to advance our revolution and the funda- 
mental changes it is aimed at; we urge this firm and unalterable unity of 
all democratic and honest forces throughout the land so that they may rally 
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around the revolutionary undertaking being directed by the Sandinist 
National Liberation Front and go that we may with determination oppose 

thie unity againet those dark forces which inside and outeide Nicaragua 
want to return our country to an impossible past, 4 situation that has been 
done away by the rifles of the people and the history written by that 

same people. 


Unity in order to continue to go forward, unity in order to build the 
future, unity in order to bury the shameful past once and for all, unity 
eo that 4 new Nicaragua and 4 new man in Nicaragua might arise, a free and 
brightly shining Nicaragua of the heroes of San Jacinto headed by Gen Jose 
Dolores Eatrada, of the heroes of Coyotepe headed by Gen Benjamin Zeledon, 
of the heroes of Las Segovias, headed by Gon Augueto C. Sandino, of the 
thousande of Sandiniat heroes led by Carlos Fonseca and German Pomares, 
with the shout of free fatherland or death! 


House of Government 4 May 1960 Day of National Dignity. 
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NICARAGUA 


SANDINIST WEEKLY: REVOLUTION OVERCOMING OBSTACLES 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 28 Apr 80 p 3 


[Reprint of article published in the weekly periodical PODER SANDINISTA, No 25: 
"Who Is Obetructing the Revolution's Taske?") 


(Text] The Sandinist Revolution is advancing and consolidating itself in spite 
of the obstacles national and international forces opposed to our process are 
insistently trying to place in ite path. And our revolution is advancing, 
overcoming the present contradications imposed by the politics of the time. 


When the organized people, the rural and urban workers, took political power, 
it was quite clear that the major task was to rebulid an economic structure 
in national unity. 


The nature of this national unity, which is borne ahead by the revolution's 
vanguard, is determined by the real, effective and consistent participation 
of each of the sectors that make it their own, taking as their banners the 
important taske of the revolution. In short, it is an effort and a respon- 
sibility shared by the sectors concerned with leading the revolution toward 
greater changes. 


Nevertheless, not all sectors have committed themselves to the struggle; there 
are still minority economic groups that in their eagerness to renegotiate a 
position within national unity have begun causing difficulties intended only 
to delay and obstruct the process of economic recovery and to create tensions 


among the working people. 
From Economic Demands to Political Demands 


In the field of economics, the political practice in those backward sectors 
is: resistance to reactivating businesses, or at least doing it by halves; 
not reinvesting profits and creating irritation among the workers, who see 
that the fruit of their labors is not reinvested in the country; a process of 
decapitalization that includes both rural and urban areas of production; the 
removal of high-technology instruments and machinery; siphoning off capital 
through the black market; or the use of double billing. 
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These sectors: 


~wRefuse to use their own funds to get the businesses operating, in | 
majority of cases, they only began reactivating when the government prov ic 
the financing, which exacerbates the attitude of not reinvesting pro! ite. 


~-Refuse to pay taxes, not only setting themselves up in a privileged pose! i 
over those who are putting all their efforts into the process, bu’ 

priving the government of ite ability to lend ite full support to tix 

of the problems it is facing. 


— Try to increase inflation with full awareness that by so doing the 
burdening the workers with a kind of itiliegal tax. 


--Promote shortages and speculation, bringing the market to the brink 
shortage, forcing government companies to struggle to overcome the 
and arousing social unrest. 


A Political Practice Outside the Revolution 
in the area of politics, these sectors systematically wage: 


—A campaign to erode the political authority of the Sandinist Nation» 
Liberation Front [FSLN], even using the media the FSLN guaranteed | 
expressing itself. This propaganda campaign clearly attacks the F5! 
as vanguard of the process and guarantor of order. 


--A campaign of slander and sabotage of our people's organizations, deny in, 
their power to represent the people and working against their effore: 


—A systematic campaign of slander against neighboring countries whos: 
crime was to unconditionally lend a hand to us when other count© es 
help. 


Therefore national unity in our situation can only work to the bene! 
Sandinist People's Revolution, because its very content define» th: 
behavior to be followed by all sectors involved in it. 


Those who have refused to shoulder the revolutionary tasks for the 
of the people are cutting themselves off from the great majority 
from workers and peasants who are the backbone of social product. 
the patriotic businessman wwoigquietly doing his job and accepting 
responsibility in the revolution. 
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NICARAGUA 


INDEPENDENCE OF SANDINIST REVOLUTION STRESSED 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 8 May 80 p 3 


[Text] One of the preferred wicks of those who are the ideologues of 
the bourgeoisie in Nicaragua is the loud claim that "this revolution must 
be authentically Nicaraguan." The "must be" in a rather imperative tone 
suggests with much subtlety that it is not so in reality, in other words, 
that there are tendencies toward the adulteration of its national content. 
Thus, after some apparently valid arguments, they claim in the final 
instance to attack the Sandinist re olution and our vanguard by placing 
them in the terrain of “exotic and foreign ideologies,” as Somoza used to 
love to say, in order to deprive the process of its legitimacy. From that 
they frequently go on to say that the revolution is imported or that it 
is a copy and that it is not Nicaraguan in order to frighten the backward 
sectors of our people. 


But that is the irony of history. Those who only inherited from their class 
background--Moncada, Diaz, and Somoza--a tradition of selling the father- 
land out to imperialism, those who were never capable of defending the 
nation the way it should be defended, now come to us with arrogance to 
question Sandinism and the authenticity of our revolution. The ridiculous 
thing here however does have a logical explanation: thie is the crisis of 
the reactionaries in the face of the ideological hegemony of Sandinism. 


The FSLN [Sandinist National Liberation Front] inherited from Sandino the 
profound conviction that the struggle for national sovereignty, to defend 
and represent the interests of the people, to give meaning to the existence 
of Nicaragua and the fatherland, was a struggle of a popular and anti- 
imperialist character. It did not inherit Sandinist conviction and prac- 
tice the way one inherits a piece of property but rather amid bullets, 
blood and sacrifices. At the moment of the revolution's triumph, the 
historical action of Sandinism produces a movement which at last repre- 
sents and gives true meaning to the nation and to the Nicaraguan people. 
Not because it has seized it illegally, but because the interests of the 
fatherland and the nation had never been represented nor defended with so 
much firmness and guarantee as when the FSLN took political power in the 
country. 
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Nobody can be and nobody ever will be more “authentically Nicaraguan" 
the Sandinist Revolucion. Or could it be that men such 


pany constitute a better guarantee than the FSLN in defending the int 
of the nation? 


Does anybody want to balance the accounts? 
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NICARAGUA 


RELIGIOUS GROUPS HAIL NEW COUNCIL OF STATE 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 29 Apr 80 p 3 


[Text] In the wake of the most recent events concerning the Council of 
State, some of an economic nature and of financial interest and others 
of a political nature regarding the model of a new social system, there 
have also arisen ideological worries, sometimes expressed in religious 
and sociocultural terms. 


We, the evangelical ministers of various Baptist, Nazarene, Assembly of 
God, and Pentecostal congregations and many other brother denominations, 
would like to enlighten our brothers and contribute to the guidance of 
our people. 


First: We acknowledge with Christian joy that with the establishment of 
the Council of State the people will have for the first time an instrument 
of power and a means for making decisions about their own life, their 
future and their national identity. 


Second: We note that these triumphs and changes frighten those who be- 
lieve that the people are not capable of guiding their destiny toward 
the goals of the majority and who are reacting by defending their old 
privileges of a dominant class, their profits and their exploitation, 
fending off Christian reasoning in favor of individualistic selfishness 
and not understanding that Christianity is concern for health, housing, 
fair wages, agrarian reform and so many rights to a full life denied for 
centuries by a corrupt system, by oligarchies and by other power groups. 


Third: We also sadly see that there are sectors of the church that have 
old dreams of lordly aristocratic Christianity and that are distressed by 
the loss of anti-Christian and antievangelical power. The church is called 
on to be the "suffering servant" of society, of progress and of men, so 
that through love a complete change is produced. To defend social-demo- 
cratic, imperialist stands is a choice for the oppressors. To use the aid 
of charitable groups to neutralize the process of the people's awareness 
and to manipulate the economic structures of aid to spread sectarian and 
independent tendencies is an abuse of the freedom of our revolution. 
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The Gospel sheds light on similar situations, when the wealthy pious man 
kneeled before Jesus, saying to him: "What can one do to participate in 
the kingdom of God?" Jesus did not deny him the possibility. "Sell your 
goods and distribute them to the poor." This was the price he had to 
pay; thie was taking the crose and following Jesus. 


The revolution has not denied to the rich, the social democrats, the 
Oligarche and the bourgeoisie the chance to contribute to the process oi 
change, to have a place in history, to begin a new life in favor of jus- 
tice and of the well-being of the oppressed and the exploited. It could 
be the first bourgeoisie in the world not to defend its strong desire for 
profit or privileges. The opportunity is open. This is feasible, since 
there are progressive and honest sparks in the business sector. There ar 
noteworthy patriotic and democratic sectors that are closing ranks around 
the people's historic project and around their government and its vanguard, 
the FSLN (Sandinist National Liberation Front). 


Fourth: Regarding the evangelical churches in the Counci. of State, » 
believe that we are represented as citizens through organizations of the 
revolution such as the CDS [Sandinist Defense Committee}, ATC [Associa- 
tion of Rural Workers], CST [Sandinist Workers Headquarters}, AMLAE (Luis. 
Amanda Espinoza Women's Association], EPS [Social Property Enterprise, and 
other organizations for people's power. When in RIPEN-Ii engineer Robelo 
offered to Protestantism a place as representative of the church on the 


Council of State, this was a demagogic, lying and opportunist irgument. 
Firstly because never in the battle against dictatorship has the evange.- 
ical church as such made political alliances with revolutionary organiza- 
tions. Secondly because the sectarianism of the denominations prevents 
speaking of an evangelical church of Nicaragua, as in tse case of the 
Catholic Church. Thirdly because Robelo was aware oi ‘ie sistorical back- 
ground and agreements on the formation of the Council] of State and he kney 
that the evangelical church was absent. To proclaim ‘or the church a false 
right to membership in the Council of State was to spread future discord 


The opportunism of the pseudoleaders of some churches is aiso blamew 


They cast greedy eyes on Council of State seats and wise cae aid dona 
by Christian aid agencies they are now trying--like evangelical offic 
under Somozism who called themselves "pastors" -.1d are now even calling 


themselves ‘reverends''--through pressure, manipulation and abuse, to take 
advantage of the naivete of evangelical Christians. 


Fifth: Lastiy, we hail with Christian joy the revolutionary triumph o 
the Council of State and its establishment on the day of national dignity 
We hail all those brother Nicaraguans who through ' s, dign 

and all the worthy qualities inherited from Sand‘ X ; 
people to the highest levels of national resnons’ 


We join together with all men who are free and 
task of service, of submission and Christian wit 
history demands of us. 
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Ecumenical Axis 
MEC-CELADEC of Nicaragua 
Rev J. Miguel Torres 
Baptist Minister 
Coordinator 


Isolina Centeno U. 
Pentecostal Minister 
Secretary 
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NICARAGUA 


ROBELO ATTACKED, Si RENGTH OF REVOLUTION ASSERTED 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 5 May 80 p 3 


(Text) With the installation of the Council of State, yesterday, on 4 May 
the Day of National Dignity, the Sandinist people's revolution opened 

a new historical period in the democratic life of Nicaragua and the con- 
tinent. Although the authenticity of our revolution, the heroism of our 
people, and the wisdom of our leaders have already made tremendous con- 
tributions to the experience of other peoples on the continen:, the capacity 
of our government to find national formulas in order to respond to the 

great challenge of democratic institutionalization of revolutionary power 
was reaffirmed yesterday. 


Far trom being a copy of other processes, the Nicaraguan revolution once 
again proves its originality and creativity by offering Latin America anc 
the world a legislative branch of the people, a democratic and pluralist 
legislative branch, designed to provide impetus for the national recon- 
struction program, 


The grassroots democracy, which sprang up along with the revolution, and 
the broad national alliance which was forged in the anti-Somoza struggle 
ind within what we have had of reconstruction so far, now has an institu- 
tional channel to express itself and to strengthen itself from within the 
government machine. If national unity, based on the firm alliance of the 
workers and peasants, is a fundamental guarantee for carrying out the pro- 
gram of national reconstruction, then we have today an institutional ex- 
pression of that reality in the Council of State. But the streets, the 
production centers, and the farming areas will not become empty as a result 
of the institutionalization of power; that is where the organized people 


will continue to tignt--the organized people who is the main source of 
hange in our country in order to bring its voice to the Council of Sta 

the Council o! State therefore is not a copy of a bourgeois parltament 
rather a revolutionar lemocratic institution which was born on the bar 
ricades, the guerrill slumns, and the organizations of popular power that 


117 





made possible the victory which was led in the vanguard by the FSLN 
|Sandiniet National Liberation Front). The revolution iteelf is the moat 
profound source of democracy and that hase been confirmed in our process. 


The artificial crisis created by Rebelo has been completely eliminated and 
if any doubt remained even after the impressive masse demonstrations in 
support of the Government Junta and the FSLN, the forces constituting 
national unity yesterday gave it the coup de grace. Reality iteelf has 
demonstrated the correctness of the position of our revolutionary govern- 
ment and the Sandinist vanguard, while Robel° remained alone and isolated, 
in apite of the efforte he made until the very last moment to hinder the 
inetitutional materialization of great national unity. Neither the govern- 
ment technicians, nor the political and labor union organizations, nor 
private enterprise followed hie call. This is something that the progres- 
sive sectore of the MDN (Nicaraguan Democratic Movement) should take note 
of in order to reorient the movement and fight for its cleansing so as to 
fall in line with reality. In Nicaragua there are no coups, nor are there 
any artificial crises which can destabilize the revolutionary estate; the 
massive support of the people in the streets and the participation of all 
forces of the nation in the Council of State have had the last word. 
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NICARAGUA 


COLUMNIST ASSERTS CONCURRENCE OF DEMOCRACY AND REVOLUTION 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 6 May 80 p 5 


lArticle by Onofre Guevara: “Revolution Returned True Meaning to Demo- 
eracy” | 


iText] If etymology (the origin of words) had the force of fact, it would 
aleo be a weapon to be used in fighting. Then the “nights of capital would 
feel the need for using horses in order to live up to their name. But one 


can be a knight without a horee because words have lost their roote with 
the passage of time and through usage ‘0 order to yield to other concepts 
without any need for any change in the speliing. 


And among many things which we know today by certain names, things which 
have lost their original content, the term “democracy” being used by the 
knights of capital is as democratic s the latest-model “eight-cylinder” 





car is like a horee, aithouagh both them were useltui in bringing out 

the distinction and arrogance of the gentlemen, the owners, the “knights.” 
That democracy ("demos,” meaning people, an racia, meaning authority, 
power or authority of the people) a ft t p@eliing--yet, how tar 
are we removed trom the power or the author ; of the peopie being re- 
flected in fact: Continuity in the us: i erm ‘democracy’ did not 
prevent it historicaliy from iosing i' ic roots aithough not even the 
creators of the term gave it the practicai application it should have in 
reality. Tne Greek and Roman siaves wer unapie | experience Gagemocracy 
because the economomi! 8i StrT ure cne i ‘ vecem drew a dividing 
Line between thx cept a real Me line whi could not be 
crossed 

During its eari: ree e mat ) t 
terests wit mir cea ts le: i>). the 
ideais of iiber ' ‘ 

word ‘democracy, ' e 4 ) a. just 
a6 in slave «6 wer of the 


expioiters. 





The bourgeoisie aleo held political power, just as it held economic power 
long before that; it set up the domination apparatus by projecting it into 
all walke of life, including the election mechaniem with all of tte ideo- 
logical, political, and repressive implications in order to maxe ite 
democracy “work,” 


It te difficult now, even for the revolutionaries, not to talk about the 
bourgeois political system as a synonym of the democratic system although 
we add the term “bourgeois” to it. In other words, “bourgeois democracy"=- 
what the bourgeois people themselves prefer simply to call “democracy"=-ie 
the dictatorship of one classe which seeks to pase iteelf off as the ideal 
political state of coexistence and representation (they aleo call it "rep- 
resentative” democracy) in order to conceal its true essence and the pro- 
found social contradictions existing within it. Democracy, under these 
conditions, is capable of guaranteeing certain political liberties and 

very few economic liberties only to the extent that the organized masses 
express their aggressiveness and power by exerting pressure upon the admin- 
istrative apparatus of bourgeois “democracy.” Where thie is not the case, 
all we have left is clase dictatorship without any democratic clothing. 


We Nicaraguans had to suffer naked bourgeois democracy, without formalism 
and without any disguises, in ite crude dictatorial form. But--ae other 
peoples had done in the past and as other peoples are now fightiog to 
achieve--we also made it possible to combine words with facts into a single 
reality: democracy, the power or authority of the people, finds its true 
and individual content in the revolution. The democracy of words was 
transformed into the democracy of deeds. 


The contradiction between the ideal and reality was resolved once and for 
all. The deceptive and false formalism of bourgeois democracy was swept 
away once and for all after 19 July 1979 and assumed institutional forms 
on 4 May with the installation of the Council of State. This is also the 
first step in the juridical functioning of the new democracy and the start 
of its perfection. 


Although it is only in its beginnings and in its stage of perfection, our 
young democracy is more representative than the old bourgeois democracy 
ever was because, in addition to having complete popular representation in 
the Council of State, it makes room for all social sectore--with the 
exception of the Somozist minorities--in such a broad form which is not 
found in any bourgeois democracy. 


To achieve that, our revolutionary democracy did not need any fancy mech- 
anisms, nor did it require any illusory preachings on electors) i reedom 
because our people ("demos") felt its authority ("cracia") by voting 
through a majority with its blood for the revolutionary transformation of 
society, making its democracy more real and richer in content than all of 
the hypocritical formalities of the world. 


We do not have to be “knights” to speak these truths because we can now 
freely ride the vehicle of history. 
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NICARAGUA 


ORTEGA INVEIGHS AGAINST U.S. WHILE IN CUBA 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 2 May 80 p 2 


(Text) Havana, | May (PL)=--Daniel Ortega, commander of the revolution 
and a member of the National Reconstruction Government Junta o! 
Nicaragua, etated here today that the ongoing battles being fought in 
Central America and the Caribbean are worrying the United Statee 


The following are excerpts of the speech that the Nicaraguan leader 
delivered to the crowd that gathered in Revolution Square in thie 
capital to celebrate May Day: 


There is a place in Nicaragua called Puerto Cabezas. it is & omall 
town inhabited by English-speaking blacke descended from sieves who 
were exploited on Caribbean islands and who fled to our lands. 


There are aiso Miskito Indians in Puerto Cabezas; they are native to 
the region and speak and sing in the Miskito Language The friends 
of war, the enemies of peace trained counterrevolutionary mercenaries 
in Puerto Cabezas. 


The ships and planes that you made mincemeat out of at the Bay of Pige 
left from Puerto Cabezas. 


There are now Cuban doctors, teachers and cechnicianse in Puerto 
Cabezas. 

And those who invaded Nicaragua, who invaded Santo Domingo, who 
invaded Cuba and who occupy Guantanamo are very annoyed oecause there 
are Cubans there who love our people and who are worthy followere of 
Marti, Celia, "Che" and Mella. 

They are worried about the presence of these Cubans in Nicaragua, and 
we Nicaraguans feel proud to have these Cubans in ovr homeland 

We are here today because we have won the right to heve Ddrother.y 
relations with your people, because we have won the right to ha 


relations with Algeria, with Mozambique, with An with | nations 





of Africa, because we have won the right to have relations with 
Vietnam and to welcome to Nicaragua a Vietnamese hero, Premier Pham 
Van Dong. 


The enemies of our peoples grow worried and launch campaigns ageinet 
us, and then there ie talk of maneuvers, and the maneuvere are 
condemned, But the truth ie that the enemies of our peoples are 
constantly maneuvering againet the struggle that the peoples of Latin 
America, Central America and the Caribbean are waging. 


Waen't propping up @ Batieta in Cuba ⸗ maneuver? Wasn't propping up 
&@ Somosa in Nicaragua 4 maneuver? Or a Gairy in Grenada and a Trujillo 
in Santo Domingo? 


len't it @ maneuver to launch slanderous campaigns against our peoples?’ 
len't it @ maneuver to try and set Latin American countries against 
each other, to try and divide the nations of Latin America? 


Our enemies shout and make a fuse, bare their fange and sharpen their 
claws; our enemies threaten us, in the belief that that is going to 
frighten us, that that is going to make us retreat. They do not 
realize that it makes use stronger, more united, invincible. 


it is not we, it is not Cuba, Nicaragua, the peoples of Latin America 
who launch military maneuvers on U.S. territory. Our countries do not 
threaten to invade the United States. 


The invasion is aimed at much of Latin America; the invasion is in 
Guantanamo right now; the invasion is the constant flights by spy 
planes over Cuban territory; the invasion is the criminal blockade 
that they have still not lifted even though it has been a failure. 


The invasion is bolstering the most reactionary, aggressive and 
criminal positions in the area; the invasion is making excuses for 
those who are murdering the Salvadoran people. 


Our people have not been characterized by a warlike spirit; they have 
resorted to arme as a last recourse to defend themselves, to liberate 
themselves. Our peoples are peace-loving, but the peace that they 
love is not @ peace imposed by the powerful, by Yankee guns, ships 
and sailors; it is, rather, a peace imposed by mutual respect and 
dignity. 


We feel honored to be in Cuba on this historic date of | May. 


We have gained experience here and felt the affection and the immense 
solidarity of this people. The people of Nicaragua and their vanguard, 
the Sandinist National Liberation Front, send you their greetings 

and their embrace. 
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NICARAGUA 


NEWS SERVICES ACCUSED OF BEING IMPERIALIST TOOLS 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 10 May 80 p 3 
[Article by Guillermo Rothechuh Villanueva] 


[Text] The imperialist offensive against the Nicaraguan Revolution is 
currently at its peak. Each day the transnational news agencies open 
up a new flank of attack against the Sandinist People's Revolution. 
With their goals of destabilization in mind, they hope to gain 
credibility among reactionary sectors on this and other continents, 

in a bid to create a public opinion trend favorable to their counter- 
revolutionary designs. 


The clearcut policy of aggression that the LAPA began in October 1979 
has now taken on gigantic proportions, not only in terms of the amount 
of information being released about the course of our revolution, but 
algo in relation to the issues on which attacks are focused. For 
example, in a news release from Washington, the AP told the world 
about the installation of military rockets in Nicaragua by Cuban 
representatives, adding that this “is part of the secret agreements 
signed by the Soviet Communist Party and the Nicaraguan Sandinist 
Party.” 


There is nothing surprising about such criminal conduct on the part 

of a transnational news agency, inasmuch as slanderous reports such 

as these are the only ones that could emanate from organizations that 
brazenly serve '.S. imperialist interests. We know that these agencies 
are their most powerful allies in the ideological struggle that they 
are waging against the peoples who have attained their liberation 

(such as ours) and the others who are still battling for it (such as 
the recent case of Zimbabwe). 





Unfortunately, the history of Latin America is rich in disgraceful 
lessons of the physical aggression prompted by the ideological attacks 
of the transnational news agencies. We Nicaraguans cannot forget the 


military coup that the imperialists sponsored in Guatemala in 1954 
against the government of Jacobo Arbenz, at the urging of the United 
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Fruit Company and that it wae preceded by a systematic and persistent 
publicity campaign. In addition to ite transnational news agencies, 
reactionary U.S. newspapers carried 14 consecutive days of reporte on 
the existence of Soviet military inetallations in Guatemala. 


With these reports they juetified to the American people in advance 
the future military invasion and the coup d'etat that they were to 
stage againet President Arbenz, thus putting an early end to one of 
the most promising agricultural experiments ever begun on the American 
continent. 


The Cuban Revolution experienced an identical situation in ite initial 
years (1959-1961) and is now again in a similar position; aleo, these 
news agencies played a no lese decisive role in the destabilization 

of Chile and the fascist military coup there in 1973, 


They are plotting something similar against our revolution, because 
our people's triumph unquestionably broke imperialiem's monolithic 
hold on Latin America. Thus, we can expect that far from curtailing 
their offensive, the transnational news agencies will intensify their 
assaults. This will be their main task now and in the months to come. 


The news item that appeared in the paper PRENSA LIBRE of Costa Rica, 
in which an alleged IMF representative said that our country was 
apparently bankrupt, was not an isolated development, much lese a 
coincidence. The article was written at the exact time that a 
Nicaraguan delegation was in Mexico to again discuss (for the fourth 
time) a renegotiation of our foreign debt. The aim of this false 
report (served up in a reactionary paper) was to create an image of 
economic chaos for the express purpose of rendering any negotiations 
with international financial institutions impossible. 


This news item marks the beginning of a new kind of onslaught, the 
immediate domestic repercussions of which were supposed to bring on 
a cataclysm in the wake of the breakdown in production that they 
hoped to trigger in the social sectors that are striving to get our 
economy moving again. An obviously ill-intentioned news report. 


One of the things that we Nicaraguans must keep in mind is that with 
their characteristic skill the dominant imperialist groups have gained 
the support of the American people because of the way in which and the 
extent to which they formulate and publicize news inside the United 
States. As the specialists at the Latin American Institute of Trans- 
national Studies (ILET) assert, because a wide range of facts are 
deliberately kept from the U.S. people, they openly support its 
warlike foreign policy, more out of an induced ignorance than for any 
other reason. 
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The maneuvers of the international press agencies (the AP, AFP, UPI 
and all those other P's) are designed solely to promote a policy of 
destabilization that is directly connected with imperialist policy, 
the plane of the CIA and the holdovers in domestic journaliem chat 
consciously or uncensciously are serving their intereste. 


The cold war policy pursued by imperialiem over the last few monthe 
ie unquestionably tied in with the systematic campaign to discredit 
and distort the Nicaraguan revolutionary process, We are today one 
of the nations most slandered by imperialiem through the inter= 
national news agencies. 


The serious thing is that such ideological aggression is the »relude 
to political, economic and military offensives. Our people know this 
and, in any case, are prepared to wage new victorious be. es, guided 


by their vanguard, the Sandinist National Liberation Fros. 
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INTERLOR MINISTRY WARNS OF FALSE BORGE SIGNATURES 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 28 Apr 80 p 7 


[Text] The Ministry of the Interior announces that letters have been dis- 
covered bearing a falee facedmile of the signature of comrade and Commander 

of the Revolution Tomas Borge. The letters have been sent with criminal intent 
to persons and institutions. 


To avoid this sort of crime, which has been investigated exhaustively and 
rigorously to find and punish the culprits, the following regulations have 
been made: 


|.) After this date no letter or document bearing a facsimile of Commander 
Borge's signature should be accepted as valid and legitimate. 


2.) The facsimile of Commander Borge's signature will be accepted as valid 
/only/ [in boldface) on identity cards and diplomas issued by the Ministry 

of the Interior or with the authorization of that offical. 

3.) Im addition to the original signature of Commander Borge, the letters or 
documents must bear the letterhead and the official seal of the Ministry of 
the Interior and the white seal that ratifies written material. 


4.) No Letter or document that does not meet these identification require- 
ments should be accepted as legitimate or valid in any case. 


/In Every "Carlos Fonseca" Literacy Center/ [in boldface] 


General Directorate of Dissemination and Public Relations 


Ministry of the Interior 
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NICARAGUA 


LITERACY CAMPAIGN JUDGED SUCCESSFUL 


Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 11 May 80 pp 1, 10 





{Text} The brigade members are leading a tough life in 
the mountains. Struggling with mosquitos, bedbugs, ticks, 
and many other insects. Must walk long distances to get 
to town. Maintaining firm determination in face of hard- 
ships. Names of deserters show up in latrines.--By 
William Fonseca Moya. 


The life led by the brigade members of the People's Literacy Army in the 
mountains in the north, side by side with our peasant brothers, is a 
tough one. The comrades have to cover great distances in order to get to 
the settlements. Besides, they have to put up with mosquitos, bedbugs, 
lice, ticks, and other pests. However, far from breaking their spirit, 
all of this only raises their Sandinist consciousness. 


in San Jose del Bocay one can get to feel the result of the indifference of 
Somozism over more than 40 years. There is malnutrition and infant mor- 
tality is quite high. Measles, polio, and gastroenteritis are widespread 
among peasant children. There is one Spanish doctor in the area who has 

to knock himself out in order to be able to serve the entire population. 
The brigade members are playing an important role in the matcer of health 
as they help administer vaccinations in the mountains. 


The distances between the various districts are long. There are brigade 
members who have to walk two or three days in order to be able to get to 
their next assignment. The trails are steep and quite a few children are 
frightened away. 


According to twisted reports from some of the mass media, ce n children 
did not register out of fear because the news indicated th he idea was 
to detain them, to make them prisoners, to take their work awe 

The Social Weifare Ministry has announced that Operation " jarrilete" 
is designed to get the children to learn through children's games, drawings, 


painting, etc. 
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Recreation Star:s on Monday 


The Social Welfare Ministry announced that the first recreation and cul- 
tural activities for children who registered by that day would start on 
Monday, 12 May. 


These activities will be conducted in the following places: UCA, CES, 
Cristobal Colon Academy, Jimmy Gonzales Institute on the northern highway, 
Wieconsin School, in Las Brisas, and the San Luis Academy. The hours will 
be from 0900 until 1500. 


Children will be assigned to these places for learning purposes in accor- 
dance with the place where they live or the place where they work and an 
attempt will be made to make the situation as convenient as possible for 
them. 


There will be 80 teachers who will teach these courses to children. The teachers 
are doing their work in the streets; these teachers have been trained and 

went through a seminar and they are also being advised by the Social Wel- 

fare Ministry and the People's Cultural Centers. 


The places where the recreation and cultural activities will be conducted 
will also be the places where the rest of the children can register to 
join Operation "Quincho Barrilete." 
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NICARAGUA 


SOLIDARITY WITH PEOPLES COMMITTEE SCORES IMPERIALISM 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 29 Apr 80 pp 3, 12 


[Text] We have received a communique from the Nicaraguan Committee for 
Solidarity With Peoples in which it denounces and condemns the latest 
maneuvers of imperialism in Central America and the Caribbean. The text 
of the communique ie as follows: 


The Nicaraguan Committee of Solidarity With Peoples 
Whereas: 


|. North American imperialism has announced the creation of a special 
group to intervene in those areas in which its "vital interests" are sup- 
posedly threatened. 


2. There is anticipated for May the carrying out of military maneuvers in 
the Caribbean area, called "Solid Shield 80." For this operation special 
forces have been moved from the Indian Ocean and 20,000 Yankee marines 
will participate in it; 35 war ships; and 300 war planes, including the 
super B-52 bombers, which for the first time are being used in the area. 
In addition 3,500 navy men are being landed on the shores of Guantanamo, 
and the evacuation of the civilian population of this base is an open 
provocation to the countries of Central America and the Caribbean. 


3. The most reactionary elements of the U.S. Qovernment have increased 
military aid to the Social Christian military junta of El Salvador, as 

weil as to other governments in this region to assure the interests of 

Oligarchic and imperialist groups. 


4. Recently special North American troops installed sophisticated elec- 
tronics systems in some countries of the region to produce interference 


and to control regional communications. 


>. War ships of the North American fleet have secretly visited Central 
American ports with unclear aims. 
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6. The North American CIA has increased its operations in Central America 
and the Caribbean, as could be verified by the recent secret session of 
the U.S. Senate to become acquainted with this murky agency's information 
about Nicaragua and the disclosures on the revolutionary government of 
Grenada. 


7. The attitude taken by the IMF, controlled by North American financial 
interests, blocked a loan to our sister republic of Jamaica in the face 
of the forceful economic policies carried out for the benefit of that 
country. 


For All of These Reasons, We Agree: 


To denounce and condemn the maneuvers effected by North American imperi- 
alism in Central America and the Caribbean, which are a clear and obvious 
threat against Cuban sovereignty and the nationalist and democratic progress 
of Grenada and Jamaica and the Peoples Sandinist Revolution, as well as a 
threat to the rights of self-determination of the Salvadoran people, who 
today are waging a conclusive battle for their freedom. 


The imperialist maneuvers are a danger to peace in the area and are the 
result of an aggressive and warlike policy that today is being urged by 
the most reactionary elements of the United States, within the framework 
of its unbridled arms race, which is threatening world peace and is trying 
to promote a war of genocidal proportions that would wipe out a large sec- 
tion of mankind. 


Against imperialist maneuvers free people will impose peace. Managua, 
28 April 1980. Nicaraguan Committee for Solidarity With Peoples. 
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NICARAGUA 


"IMPERLALISM,’ ‘SOLTD SHIELD-80' MANEUVERS ATTACKED 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 10 May 80 p 3 


[Text] With redoubled energy, the transnational new gencies continued 
to develop their systematic campaign of sland 84 t the Nicaraguan 
rewlutionary process. The slander is so ridiculous that it can be con- 
ceived only in the minds of those who are accustomed to spreading lies 
all over the world in order to open the way for their aggressions against 


the people. Let us look at some specific cases Ln cable datelined 
Washington, the AP said that "the Cubans have installed surface-to-air 
missiles at the Esteli and Monte limar airports’ and that the Soviet Union 
gave Nicaragua "a fishing vessel with electronic equipment wpable of 
detecting American submarines in the Caribbean.’ As always, the lie is 


always in the service of imperialism which this time seeks to justify at 
all costs the military maneuvers under the title of "Solid Shield-80" which 
will be launched throughout the Caribbean against the energetic protests of 


many Latin American governments neciuding ours 

They have also sent cables to the world using a8 a source mmacu= 

late Urcuyo Maliano, or the so-called "Social Democratic Party Nica- 
ragua,' which gets the credit for having opened u . yportunism 
in our already liberated fatherlan: But they a3 in other this 
revolution by using such personalities as source e} we are sure 
that neither the peoples, nor the friend] ye rrum evolution, 
and much less so, the heroic Nicaraguan peop relieve iis campaign oj 
lies. And even though we may reproduce th ables from ransnational 
companies verbatim on this same pag we ad yr 7 nh ord to show 
our people the weakness oi nmemies, av j 

when there is no other resource with whi strong and tru 
revolution. The policy of t rev iti L of 
truth and » t we are going t« ntinue y fn those 
who, from ou : SupI the 

jective an apa ew spatcl ‘ : Li 

We know that th ‘al 


mass communicatior nedi ' ‘13 





not stop their campaign of slander against the Sandinist revolution. That 
ie the role which chey quet play within imperialist etrategy and they are 
going to do everything possible in order to carry it out, using 411 means 
necessary. 


Our people in turn must get accustomed to living with the lies from the 
enemy eo long ae the latter exiete on the face of the earth. But co- 
exietence in thie case ie a call to frontal combat, to etrengthening our 
political-ideological level, and not to allow a single lie to pase without 
denouncing it, and to etrengthen the presence of the masses in the communi- 
cations media ae the true trenches in the ideological etruggle. In this 
sense, we hail the political conference entitled “Heroes and Martyre of 
Journaliem which the UPN (Union of Nicaraguan Journalists) is promoting 

ae of today and which we do not doubt will serve to strengthen revolutionary 
journaliem as a powerful arm in the service of our people, 
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PERU 


GARCIA RENEWS PLEDGE OF NEUTRALITY VIS-A-VIS SUPERPOWERS 
Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 20 Apr 80 p 6 


[Speech by Arturo Garcia, Minister of Foretan Relations, at the dinner 
in his honor given by the diplomatic corps, in Lima, 18 April 1980) 


[Text] The importance of diplomatic activity wae emphasised by the 
foreign minister at the dinner. 


Papal Nuncio, Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, Ladies, Gentlemen, and 
Ambassadors accredited to the Peruvian Covernment: 


There is a wise tradition of a friendly dinner of welcome offered by the 
diplomatic corpse to the foreign minister. | say wise tradition because it 
provides an opportunity to exchange experiences and knowledge and to 
consider together international matters that we must handle somehow or 
other and aleo our own profession. 


When we entered this profession none of us imagined that diplomatic 
activity, the instrument of communication and understanding among countries, 
could be directed to a sphere where political conflicts that have nothing 
to do with the aime and purposes of thie function are aired. The world 

has certainly changed profoundly and, as I told the students at the 
Diplomatic Academy a few days ago, there are new and radical challenges 
that oblige us to restate positions and to accommodate our profession to 
the emerging realities. That being the case, it is no less true that the 
most recent phenomena that we have been witnessing and in which we against 
our will are participants also represent only a complete dietortion of that 
which is, aad should be, our work at all times. 


Far be it from me to see in the diplomatic function the stereotype of the easy 
life with which we for years have been frivolo , ciated | do demand 
for it loyal, honest, worthy, and at the same tine e«! work that will 
establish earnest bonds of understanding. Me: , we in negot lations 


to satisfy personal vanity, but to provide the ia sadie means to a iife 








of peace for countries. It has been thus and that must continue, 


The big diplomatic battles that require sincere delivery from those who 
engage in them have other characterietice that make it possible to main- 
tain dialog and to glimpse possibilities of understanding. These battles 
are not military type operations; their goale are different. 


If we truly desire to assure an essential, civilised co-existence among 

nations, we muet preserve the international inetrumente that we have pro- 
duced toward that end. We cannot accept, for reasons of domestic policy 
and for a misunderstood reason of domestic security, an attempted abnege~ 
tion on the part of countries of their inescapable international obliga- 
tions. The inviolability, as well ae the protection, of the mission and 
ite diplomatic agente must not be subjected to mistaken interpretations. 


[ am greatly worried by the estate of aggression that is being experienced 
by inecitutions of international law, which on the one hand aim to protect 
basic human rights and on the other to guarantee indispensable communica- 
tion among parties. I am aleo worried by the political use that ie made 
of agente and of the diplomatic miesion. The more that is done to under- 
mine them, the more we will approach the dangerous moment of the closing 
of the doors to dialog. 


Most Excellent Nuncio and Ambassadors: 


Tonight, when | gladly share with you our common concerns, | wish to 
repeat that Peru will continue to make all possible efforte to contribute 
to a world of peace and of justice--to aseure the enforcement of the prin- 
ciples and etandarde of international law, our meane acquired by men to 
protect their right to peace and to freedom. 


There is a risk for a country like ours in joining the summit of two inter- 
national systems that are in shameless and growing friction and rivalry. 
Such a risk leads to failure if the position that is chosen entails passei- 
vity and inertia. But to plan, from a perspective that is uncompromised 
with respect to the policy of blocs, a foreign action that is full of 
initiative and creativity is to opt for a road that a future international 
reorganization will of necessity have to take. Peru's profound conviction 
as a developing country ie this: that the key to eliminating the burden 

of backwardness is also at the international level. And this conviction, 
in the case of our country, is nourished by an old and patient affirmative 
vote for American agreement, for the building of tolerant and advanced 
communities within a continent that is continuing to forge ite history. It 
is not by chance that, in its Andean policy and ite policy of nonalignment, 
Peru manifests a similar attitude in behalf of an opening and dialog. 
Neither is it odd that that constructive medium might convulee the arrogance 
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of those who prefer to imprint a compulsive vocation of great authority 
within the fraternal ephere of our America. 


Even more~~Peru will maintain ite position of nonalignment. It does not 
participate, nor will it participate, in any strategic game of the super= 
powers, nor will it fall into the easy temptation into which one wants 

to lead us, to propitiate the return to the stages that have been overcome 
in international relations. Our nonalignment te a valid choice in the 
search of a new international order, one that will aseure peace, security, 
and development for all the countries of the world, especially for those 
that are the most dispossessed. No incident connected with the present 
situation will remove ue from thie basic position. 


Mr Nuncio, Ladies and Gentlemen, Ambassadors: in behalf of my wile and 
myself I thank you very much for thie dinner. I only wish to say that, 
once the present dramatic situations that we are experiencing have been 
overcome, I hope to have the necessary time to be with you more frequently. 
That way, relations between Peru and the friendly countries that you 
represent with eo much devotion and ability will be able to prosper. 
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GARCLA QUESTIONED ON LRAN, CUBA, ANDEAN COUNTRIES 
Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 19 May 80 p 8 


[Interview with Foreign Minister Arturo Garcia y Garcia by the prese at 
the Jorge Chavez airport, on 18 May 1980) 


{Text} On his return from Madrid yesterday Foreign Minister Arturo Garcia 
y Garcia expressed his satisfaction with regard to the positive gains made 
at the meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the Andean Group and Spain. 
Following are the statements that he made to newsmen at the "Jorge Chavez" 
airport. 


Neweman: Mr Foreign Minister, what can you tell us concerning the outcome 
of this meeting in Madrid and in what way does it benefit our countries of 


the subregion? 


Minister: There were two parts to thie meeting in Madrid: the first was 
specifically an Andean one, that included the five foreign ministers. We 
talked about the next meeting that we are going to hold in Brussels. We 
agreed on a mutual position and then we had a meeting with Spain in which, 
with the same frankness that we displayed on previous occasions, we 
exchanged points of view and information on the world situation and on 

the areas of tension. We also welcomed the foreign minister of Portugal, 
with whom we agreed on many matters, in particular that economic and social 
development are best and most easily attained through democratic processes. 
I believe that this first meeting was very positive. We agreed with the 
foreign minister of Portugal to maintain contact and to continue a policy 
of cooperation. With Spain we formulated a statement of satisfaction with 
the way the matter of the Dominican Embassy was resolved in Bogota, with 
the freeing of the hostages, with the resoluteness and patience with which 
the Colombian government acted. The Andean foreign ministers reiterated 
their solidarity with Peru with regard to what is occurring in Havana and 
then we also exchanged points of view on the next Andean meeting in 
Brussels. Through Minister Salvo Sotelo, assigned to Community matters, 
Spain explained the negotiations that it is currently carrying out in 
connection with its forthcoming entry into the EEC. It was also agreed 
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to recommend to the Cartagena Agreement Committee thac the Joint Andean 
Spanish Committee meet thie year. With respect to Peru, | expressed both 
to the king and to President Suarez the thanks of the Peruvian Government 
for the prompt and positive manner in which ite solidarity was expressed 
on the occasion of the event that took place in Havana, 


Newaman: Mr Minister, changing the subject: with respect to the emer- 
gency measures announced by the government of Iran, chere hes been a call 
for an urgent meeting with the nonaligned countries. What do you think? 


Minieter: You know that the most recent events are preoccupying. it is 
a very great center of tension that I believe worries everyone. Never- 
theless, one must not forget the origin of that tension. The obligations 
that the country had with respect to the diplomats that were accredited 
to it were not respected, If there is a meeting of the nonaligned, Peru 
of course will participate, 


Newsman: Mr Minister, regarding the Cuban-Peruvian matter, what are your 
most recent reports on the matter? 


Minister: According to my most recent reports, there are still approxi- 
mately 500 persons in the Peruvian Embassy at present. i could noe tell 
you when there will be another arrival; I hope that it will be very soon, 
Newsman: Mr Minister, what is the situation o che ret 25 Cubans who 


entered the embassy in a violent manner? 


Minister: At present two of them are ‘n a hospital, as 1 previously 

said. The rest are in the embassy, with the exception of the young persons 
who boarded a bus with three persons: a 24-year-old man and two young 
people, 16 and 1/ years of age, it seems to me. “They i.efe when the Cuban 
Government offered to allow them to return to their homes and to go abroad. 
It seems that in the confusion of the 10,900 persons inside (the embassy 
those boys left; so that now there are 2) in the embassy and wounded per- 


sons in the hospital. 


Newsman: A television program commented Ov i< +84 rte Oi Am! isSaqgouor 
Caceres’ mission regarding initial attempts at negotiating the Cuban 
matter. What can you tell us in this regard? 


Minister: They are the versions of a newsman who was in Cuba | is 
Cuban version. The Peruvian minister ic satisfied with Ambassad 
Caceres’ performance. 


Newsman: Do vou know when Peruvian Consul A. feied . ve in 
Lima? 





Minister: Sometime tomorrow. 


Neweman: Mr Minister, what is the specific position that the Andean Group 
will present to the European Economic Community? 


Minister: There is no position that can be presented. It is a question 
basically of establishing a firet contact, of talking about political 

matters. There is a crisis situation in the world. Many subjects are 

to be discussed; a more lasting system of cooperation ie to be established. 

I believe that the five Andean foreign ministers are fulfilling a very 
important mission in establishing this firet contact--the five, as a unit, 
with the nine foreign affaires ministers of the European Economic Community. 
There will surely emerge from that meeting a joint communique in which we 
will deal mainly with political topics and also discuss economic topics; 

but I cannot tell you anything in advance of what the communique will contain. 


Newsman: Mr Minister, returning to the Cuban matter: have other countries 
indicated their inclination to accept, or to give asylum to, another group 
of dissident Cubans? 


Minister: Since my departure from Lima 2 and 1/2 days ago, I have had 
no further information. 


Newsman: Is there anything elee you would like to add, Mr Minister? 


Minister: Yes. I have been informed that the ministry has been criti- 
cized for supposedly having somehow favored a newsman who was in Havana. 

I should like to say that the ministry was informed that four newsmen of 
the different news media had travelled to Havana at the invitation of the 
Cuban Government. Our ministry did not participate in any way in this 
trip of the Peruvian newsmen. They were guests of the Foreign Relations 
Ministry of Cuba. No special request was made of the Peruvian Embassy to 
do anything in behalf of any one of them. Nevertheless, one of them 
requested assistance of our embassy personnel to enable him to see what 
was occurring and, as was natural, he was given assistance. I believe 
that it was very important--at that moment when neither the diplomatic 
personnel of other countries nor foreign correspondents had access to the 
embassy--for a Peruvian newsman to witness what was occurring. Thus this 
newsman who was in the embassy was not at any time favored over the others. 
Neither the Foreign Ministry nor the Peruvian Embassy can be held responsible 
for the testimony that he gave. 


Newsman: One last question from me, Mr Minister, concerning the appoint- 
ment of a new secretary of state of the United States, after the failure 
of the North American operation in Iran. What comment would you care to 
make? 
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Minister: I cannot predict what the future policy of the Department of 
State will be. 


Neweman: Mr Minister, just as assistance was given to Hildebrandt, if 
another neweman of our country were to request that assistance, would 
it also be given? 


Minister: Of course, Our people very much needed to witness the bond 

and the solidarity of the Peruvians. They needed a witness to what was 
occurring, to the seriousness of events. If another neweman had wanted 
our help, he, too, would have been helped with all of the embassy's 
goodwill, (On 20 April newsmen of CORREO, 0J0, and of the magazines 

MARKA and UNIDAD were in the Peruvian Embassy in Havana, and talked with 
the Cubans who were in our diplomatic headquarters and took various photo-= 
graphs. These newemen had been invited to Havana by the Cuban Foreign 


Ministry). 
8255 
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